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Page 4, ANGLING

January 3rd The gentlemen from Bury St Edmunds visited the Little Ouse at Brandon for the purpose of fishing.
Between them they landed eight pike. The largest turned the scales at 7%2lbs, 6lbs and 5%:lbs, and
the other four averaged 4%:lbs.

Page 4, DANCE

January 3rd

In connection with the dancing class, as enjoyable dance was held at the Paget Hall, on Monday, the
arrangements being satisfactorily carried out by Mr and Mrs George Clarke and Mr and Mrs F Mount.
The hall was seasonally decorated, and the company numbered about 50. There were 20 dances on
the programme, the music being suppl i erfrebhymeni®.o p
On Wednesday there was a dance for the children belonging to the same class.

Page 4, THE CHI LDRENG6S HOME

January3rd ' There was considerable festivity this Christma
children under the care of the Thetford Board of Guardian reside. The usual Christmas tree was
provided on Christmas Eve, when Colonel B.E. Spragge and Mrs Spragge attended and gave each
child, and the Matron, a present. Each child was awake early on Christmas morning expecting Santa
Claus had visited the Home, and in this they were not disappointed.

Mrs French, of Northwold Lodge, on Christmas Day sent a motor car for the children to visit her at
Northwold. The Matron (Miss White) and the children went. On arrival they found another Christmas
tree, and from this all received a present, etc. The party was also provided with a bountiful tea. Miss
White received the following letter from Mrs French i

fiDear Miss White.

I am writing you asking your acceptance of a little present at this time of the year, when all the world
seems glad and gay. In visiting the Home so often as | did at any time, it was very gratifying to find
you always there, and, more than that, your ready and courteous cheerfulness in answering all
questions most pleasing. And to my mind the continual worker amongst the poor neglected children,
of which, sad to say, in this world speaks more strongly of the individual than anything or other work
done, and one must admire the way the Brandon Home is conducted, and the healthy, happy children
there; for they look well. | have written to the Thetford people for permission to send my car to fetch
the children on Christmas Day from 1 odéclock t
weather may be fine, believe me,

very truly yours,

C. M. A. French. o

Page 1, MAGISTRATES

January 10" | present: Lieut.-Colonel B.E. Spragge (Chairman) and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought.

MAKING POWDER DEFICIENT i Hannah Prior, shopkeeper of Town Street, Brandon, was
summonsed for selling to Inspector Mobbs %lb, loose baking powder, not of the substance and
quality demanded, on December 3. Defendant did not appear, but was represented by Mr W.E.
Keefe, of Norwich. He stated that the defendant had nobody to take her place in the shop, and could
not leave. He understood also that she was in too nervous a condition to attend Court.

Inspector Mobbs said the defendant informed him, when he served the summons, that she would be
too nervous to attend, but she said if the magistrates imposed a fine she would pay it.

The Chairman remarked that there was a certain amount of respect due to the Court, and in the
ordinary cases defendants should attend, but in the circumstances they were prepared to hear the
case in the defendantodés absence.

Inspector Mobbs deposed thatonthe34December, he visited the def
from her half-a-pound of loose baking powder, and informed her that he wanted it for analysis. After
dividing the sample into three parts, he sent one part to the public analyst, one he left with the
defendant, and the other he now produced.

(continued)




(continued)

The analystds certificate s howe deriTotalcarboricacids a mp
2.12%, available carbonic acid 1.43%. The analyst observed that a genuine and efficient baking
powder should yield at least 8% of total carbonic acid, and 6% of available carbonic acid. The sample
was therefore 75% deficient in both total and available carbonic acid. Carbonic acid is the essential
ingredient of baking powder, in which it exists in the form of bicarbonate.

Replying to Mr Keefe, the Inspector said the d
into a shop. Mrs Prior offered him a packet of baking powder, but witness told her he preferred loose,
and she took it out of a drawer, where it was kept in a loose condition. Witness knew nothing about
baking powder.

Addressing the Bench on behalf of the defendant Mr Keefe said, in view of the courtesy extended in
him by the Court he was reluctant to raise a technical objection. There were several reasons why that
prosecution could not succeed. He did not think the certificate was sufficient for theirwor s hi ps 6
purpose. It did not produce what it should have done. It stated that the sample contained parts as
under, and gave the parts, and it then went on to give certain observations. He submitted that the
observations were not in themselves evidence, but were explanatory of the evidence, and an analyst
must be careful not to put into them anything which was a mere matter of opinion. There was no
evidence in the certificate as to what was the proper amount of carbonic acid to be found in the
sample, and there was no evidence given, because the inspector rightly disclaimed any knowledge of
the properties of baking powder. How then, was the Court to arrive at any standard. The Bench were
probably more familiar with milk prosecutions, and would know that a standard had been fixed under

a section of the Food and Drugs Act with regard to milk, but there was no standard for baking powder.
There was a statement in the certificate, but he submitted that that statement was unauthorised. He
was not going to labour the point. He only wanted to show that it was a technical offence, and it was
open to that technical objection. But unfortunately it was open to an objection that was fatal. In his
evidence the officer said he told the defendant he wanted the baking powder for analysis. It was
clearly laid down that it was not sufficient to state an article was purchased for the purpose of

anal ysi s. The purchaser must use the words fib
condition precedent to a conviction. Those words were not used.

At this stage the Clerk informed the magistrates that they had power to recall the witness if they
wished to question him on that point.

The Bench assented to this course, and the Clerk summoned Inspector Mobbs as to the words he
used.

Witnessi il t ol d her when | went into the shop | w
| told her two or three times it would be sent to the analyst at Norwich, and just before | left | said the
public analyst. | mentioned Mr Suttonés name. 0

The Chairmani AYou are perfectly certain you used t hg
Inspector Mobbsi iYes, sir . 0

Continuing, Mr Keefe said they were charged with selling an article not of the quality or substance
demanded by the purchaser, but there was no sort of general knowledge about 8% total and the 6%
available carbonic acid. It was not like the difference between skim milk and new milk. The
description of this article was baking powder, even in the certificate itself. It was distinctly laid down
that the purchaser i and it cut both ways i was not to be supposed to be a scientific man. The article
demanded must be the article meant to be obtained by an ordinary purchaser not knowing the
scientific definition. The Inspector got what he asked for i loose baking powder. He himself called it
baking powder. He said he had not tried it, and there was nothing in evidence to show that the baking
powder in question would not serve the purpose for which it was intended, namely to take the place of
yeast in baking. It did not appear on what authority the public analyst said baking powder should
yield at least 8% of total carbonic acid. He (Mr Keefe) knew of no standard. There was certainly no
statutory and legal standard, and he submitted it was an unauthorised observation on the part of the
public analyst.

The Bench retired and on their return to Court the Chairman said they had decided to convict. They
considered that the offence was not a very serious one in that particular case, but the public must be
protected. The analyst was a public officer, and they were bound to take his observations as being
the correct standard. They had decided to inflict a fine of 10s, inclusive.




Page 4,

WOMENG6S SUFFRAGE

January 17" | considerable interest was manifested in a meeting held at the Paget Hall on Wednesday evening
under the auspices of the National Union of Wo
Secretary) of Tuddenham presided, and explained that they had no sympathy with the violent
suffragette party. They had not been able to get through a Bill yet, but they had great hopes of doing
so in the near future.
Mrs E.E. Kellett, M.A., of Cambridge (Hon. Secretary of the Eastern Counties Federation), argued
that the giving of the municipal vote to women was entirely for the good of the country. Nine-tenths of
the sweated workers were women. She failed to understand how it was that men did not rise against
women doing this kind of ‘o Khewamdn coutd dat help,dutthe n g
men coul d. Mi ss Waring, B.A. (Organiser of th
gave an address.

Page 4, TO THE NORTH POLE

January 17"

Page 4,
February 28"

Mr F.W. Gentle was happy in his choice of an evening for the delivery of a lecture on Captain
Amundsenés expedition to the South Pole, for t
freezing point to aid the audience in realising the chilly conditions of the journey about which they

were hearing.

The | ecture was given in connection with the B
Society. Mr F Farrow presided, and the hall was well filled by members and others, who evinced a
deep interest in the story urdésbtotheRble Wwas deschibedin e c
what may be termed a popular style, free from unnecessary technicalities, yet full of interesting

details. One could clearly see how the Norwegian was immensely favoured by almost ideal

conditions, and when it was related that the return journey the expedition found they had a

superabundance of food, the sad contrast of Ca
mind. The lecturer concluded with a brief allusion to the work of the Eastern sledge journey for the
exploration of King Edwardés | and. Excell ent

a lantern, which Mr S Lingwood ably manipulated, and a few pictures of Captain Scott and the Terra
Nova were also shown.

FOOTBALL
A match was played in the Ouse Valley League on Saturday, when the visitors were Elveden. The
game ended in a draw of 1-1.

Page 4,
February 28™

SWINE FEVER ORDER REVOKED

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have made an order revoking, from 19t February, their order
of the 11t September, declaring the Petty Sessional Divisional of Lackford to be a swine fever
infected area for the purposes of the Swine Fever (Regulation of Movement) Order of 1908.

Page 4,
February 28"

GAMES TOURNAMENT

During the past few weeks a series of tournaments has been carried out at the Village Club. The
prizes offered were china mugs, one for each tournament. These were inscribed i

iwWeeting Village Club, Januasented1914. 0, and hav
The winners were i

Bagatelle, W Norton;

Draughts, C Dickerson;

Rings, W Norton;

Dominoes, Robert Crooks;

Darts, W Norton.

Page 4,
February 28™

DEBT REDUCTION

Another effort was made on Monday evening by the members and friends of the George Street
Primitive Methodist Church to extinguish the debt on the recent renovation. A public tea was provided
in the afternoon, and Mr Talbot had generously given this. Subsequently the building was filled for an
entertainment, which was given by members of the Christian Endeavour Society and other friends.
The Rev S.E. Chesworth, the circuit minister, presided. At the conclusion of the programme the
Chairman said they had been able to raise in a short time £55.

In addition to the thorough renovation a new lamp had been purchased and placed on the front of the
church. A new bible and hymn book had been purchased for the pulpit. He would also like to
mention that he had that day interviewed a gentleman with reference to a piece of land, on which in
the future they hoped to erect buildings suitable for carrying on of their work at Brandon.




Page 1,
March 7

BRANDON LICENSING SESSIONS

The annual Licensing Sessions for Brandon Division were held at the Paget Hall on Monday. Colonel
E.P. Mackenzie presided, and the other magistrates were Colonel B.P. Hamilton, Colonel B.E.
Spragge and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought.

THE SUPERI NTENDENTG6S REPORT

Supt. C Heigham reported that there were ten full licences, seven beerhouse on, two wine and spirit
licences, and one billiard licence, making a total of 20. The conduct of the houses during the past
year had been generally good and no person had been proceeded against for drunkenness, against
one the previous year. He had no objection to raise in regard to the renewal of the existing licences,
excepting that of the Three Horse Shoes, particulars of which would be laid before the magistrates
with a view to referring one or both of them to the Compensation Authority.

THREE HORSE SHOES

The magistrates then considered the case of the Three Horse Shoes.

Inspector Mobbs stated that at last census the population of Brandon was 2,409, and there was on
licence for every 127 persons. The grounds of his objection was that the Three Horse Shoes
beerhouse was not required to meet the wants of this town, and that the existence of the licence
rendered the number of licensed houses in the town excessive. The Three Horse Shoes, which was
located in Lode Street, was the property of Clarke Bros., Bury St Edmunds, and was in the occupation
of Arthur Reeder, who had held this licence for 23 years. The rent was £10. The tenant paid the
licence duty, £6. The assessment was £11 5s, the rate £5, and the taxes £1 1s 10d, were paid by the
owners. The trade, as stated by the landlord, averaged one barrel of mild beer, a quarter of a barrel
of best ale, eight dozen bottles of ale, and about two dozen minerals a week. The house was in good
repair. He had stepped the distances between the Three Horse Shoes and the three nearest taverns.
The Eagle Inn was distant 102 paces, the Half Moon 157 paces, and the Five Bells 159 paces. The
trade of these three houses was in each case larger than that done at the Three Horse Shoes.

Arthur Reeder, the tenant, confirmed the statements of Inspector Mobbs.

Replying to the Chairman, Inspector Mobbs said there had been no complaint against the house.

Mr Clarke said if the magistrates decided to refer the licence the owners would not oppose it.

THE HALF MOON

With reference to the Half Moon, Inspector Mobbs gave the same grounds of objection as in the other
case. The accommodation of the house was small compared with other houses in the main street.
The three nearest licences were The Five Bells (34 paces), the Eagle Inn (55 paces) and the Three
Horse Shoes (157 paces).

Mr E Lake said his directors, having regard to
throw, felt that they could not oppose. He added that the trade of the Half Moon was as follows:-
19117 87% barrels, 154 dozen bottled beer

19127 153Y: barrels, 143 dozen bottled beer

19137 152 =% barrels, 163 dozen bottled beer

The average price per barrel was 36s 8d.

The magistrates decided to refer both licences to the Compensation Authority.

Page 4,
March 7%

FOOTBALL

Brandon and Weeting met at Brandon, in the Ouse Valley Junior League, on Saturday. Each side
had a good team, and the game was a tough one from start to finish, and ended in a win for Brandon
2-0.

Page 4,
March 7t

PETTY SESSIONS

A charge against Victor Kent Woolsey, of Downham, of stealing two live hens of the value of 4s, the
property of Colonel Mackenzie was adjourned until the next Court, in order that a solicitor might be
instructed to prosecute.

Page 4,
March 7

PETTY SESSIONS

At the Brandon Petty Session on Monday, before Colonel E.P. Mackenzie (who presided), Colonel
B.P. Hamilton, Colonel B.E. Spragge, and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, a labourer names Robert Cole
pleaded not guilty to using profane and indecent language in Lode Street on February 14t
Evidence was given by Arthur and Charles Talbot to the effect that they heard the defendant make
use of the language complained of. Defendant, however, denied that he used bad language in the
street, and this assertion was corroborated by his wife.

(continued)




(continued)

Inspector Mobbs said he was continually receiving complaints of the filthy language used by the
defendant, in fact during four years he (the Inspector) had been in Brandon defendant had been a
perfect nuisance to him.

Remar king that the Bench were determined to pu
said he would have to pay a fine of 10s, with costs of 9s 6d, or to go to prison for 14 days.

Page 4, COUNCIL SCHOOLS

March 7° A meeting of the West Suffolk Education Committee was held at Bury St Edmunds last week, when
Colonel H.W.I. Corry presided. The County Accountant reported that the final payment had been
made in respect of the erection and equipment of the Council Schools at Brandon. This included the
new Infant department and alterations to the existing buildings. These accounts were 1
Loan of £1,102 for new Infant Department, repayable in fifty years, and £5 15s 4d in excess of this
loan charged to revenue loan of £243 for furniture and fittings, repayable in ten years.
There was a balance in hand of £49 9s.
For alterations a loan of £148 repayable in thirty years.
There was expended in excess of this loan £50 12s 9d, which is charged to revenue. It was resolved
to recommend that application be made to the Local Government Board for their consent to transfer
the unspent £49 9s on the furnishing loan to the £148 loan amount, to partly meet the excess
expenditure in respect to the alterations to the existing buildings which was temporarily paid out of
revenue, also that three-fourths of the remaining accounts charged to revenue be charged on the
area served by the school, namely, the parish of Brandon.
The Committee adopted the report.

Page 5, RURAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

March 14" The members of the Brandon Rural District Council who retire this year are i
Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.0., Messrs A.W. Rought-Rought, H.W. Winter and W.B. Wood,
representing Brandon.
Mr H.A. Oliverson, representing Barningham.
Mr John S Newdick, representing Barnham.
Mr Rought-Rought is Chairman and Colonel Spragge Vice-Chairman of the Council. Nominations
must be in not later than March 19™, and if there is necessity for a poll it will be taken on April 9t

Page 4, FOOTBALL

March 21 A match was played in the Ouse Valley Junior League on Saturday at Brandon, when the visitors
were Lakenheath, the home team winning by 2-1.

Page 4, ACCIDENT TO DR. TROTTER

March 21% An unfortunate accident occurred to Dr Trotter W.O. Trotter on the 11 March. He had paid a visit to
the house of Mr William Brown (the Chairman f the Parish Council), who is a neighbour, and when
stepping into the High Street displaced a kneecap. He also sustained a sprain, and is confined to his
bed.

Page 4, RURAL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS

March 28"

The whole of the members of the Brandon Rural District Council who retire by rotation this year have
been re-nominated, and as there are no other candidates a poll will not be necessary.

The nominations are as follows 1

Barnham, John Shurley Newdick, farmer.

Barningham, Harold Arthur Oliverson, gentleman, Coney Weston Hall,

Brandon, Albert William Rought-Rought, furrier, Heath House.

Brandon, Basil Edward Spragge, Lieutenant-Colonel, North Court Lodge.

Brandon, Herbert William Winner, baker, London Road.

Brandon, William Bertram Wood, engineer and timber merchant, Norfolk House.

Page 4,
April 41

PARISH MEETING

Following the Annual Parish meeting, a special meeting of the Brandon Parish Council was held in
the Board Room at the Council Schools, on Thursday week. The members present were Messrs W
Brown (Chairman), A.W. Rought-Rought, G.W. Gentle, H Lingwood, W Clark, Parrott, O Chapman,
and W.J. Murrell, with the Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount).

It was agreed that the burial ground be rolled during the spring and the grass be cut three times
during the summer, and tenders to be invited for the work.

It was agreed that the Coronation seats removed from along the Avenue should not be replaced
there, owing to the nuisance caused by children, who by playing on them had caused them to get into
bad condition.

The Council directed that one of the seats be placed on the Bury Road beyond the entrance gates to
Brandon Park, and the other on the London Road beyond the Plough Inn and the lodge gate to
Brandon Park.

(continued)




(continued)

Mr F. G. Woodrowbés tender, amounting to A25 17s
the gas, oil and acetylene lamps and fixing new when required etc. from April 1914 to March 1915,
was accepted.

It was the unanimous opinion of the Council that the repairs had not been carried out promptly or
efficiently in the past, and the Clerk was instructed to draw attention to the matter in accepting the
tender. The Clerk was instructed to request Mr Woodrow to paint the posts in Coulson Lane and
Victoria Avenue, as well as the fence round the shrubs in the Avenue.

Page 4, NURSING ASSOCIATION

April 47 The 11% annual report of the Brandon Nursing Association is just issued to subscribers. The officers
are i
President Lieut.-Colonel B.C.P. Hamilton, Treasurer Dr W.O. Trotter, Honorary Secretary Mrs F.G.
Wood. The report states i
ADuring the nine months Miss Pickett was with
respect and affection of all who came in contact with her. It was with the very greatest regret that we
parted with her. She had to leave us very suddenly on account of the very serious iliness of her
sister, and she has since been obliged to sever her connection with the association, as she found it
imperative to stay with her sister. Owing to her needing care and nursing for several months she felt
it her duty to remain with her.
The nurse paid 800 visits in the nine months, and attended six maternity cases. We have been
without a nurse for three or four months, but are glad to say we have now a nhew nurse. The
subscriptions are less by £2 than last year, and the nursing fees are upwards of £2 less. Other
receipts show a falling off of £2. Grateful thanks are due to Mr F.W. Gentle for his much needed help
of £3 3s from his Christmas competition.
Attention is drawn to the serious financial condition of the association. Had it not been for the
generous help above alluded to, and the fact that the town has been without a nurse for the period of
three months there would have been a very large deficit. The prolonged but unavoidable absence of
the nurse has been in every way regrettable, but has served to show how necessary such services
are in the parish. It is necessary that some definite steps should be immediately taken to put the
financial position of the association on a sound footing, and the most effective and satisfactory means
appears to be feasible are an increase in the number and amount of subscriptions. The balance
shown is as appended |
By subscriptions £? 11s 6d
Mr F.W. Gentle Christmas Competition, £3 3s
Nursing fees, £2 18s 6d
Balance from 1912, £5 14s 6d
Total = £55 7s 6d
Payments i
Nursebs salary (41 weeks), A41
Nurseds uniform, 12s 6d
Nu r siesorance, 10s 3d
Affiliation fee, 10s 1d
Cycle repairs, £2 1s 3d
Printing and stamps, 18s
Chemist and dressing, £1 14s 5d
Balance in hand, £8 0s 9d
Total = £55 7s 6d.

Page 4, FOOTBALL

April 117 On Saturday Brandon played their last match of the season in the Ouse Valley League, this being at
Elveden. The result was a win of 2-1 for the visitors.

Page 4, BRANDON PARK SOLD

April 117 The estate known as Brandon Park, owned by Sir Almeric H Paget, M.P. for Cambridge, has, it is
understood, been in the market for some time. It is now reported that Sir John Aird, the head of the
well-known firm of contractors, has purchased it.

zSﬁfﬁm BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

THE HEALTH OF THE DISTRICT

A meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday. The Rev. W.H.
lllingworth presided, and there were also present: Messrs H.W. Winter, W.R. Johnstone, H Plummer,
J Pickering and W.B. Wood.

MEDI CAL OFFI CER8S ANNUAL REPORT
The Clerk produced the annual report of the Medical Officer of Health (Dr G Cowan), who stated that
during the year 72 deaths were registered in the district, giving an annual death rate of 12.3 per

(continued)




(continued)

1,000, to which must be added eight deaths of residents living in public institutions outside the district,
making the net death rate 13.8 per 1,000. This death rate was the highest for the last five years.
Infant mortality of 123.2 per 1,000 births, the highest since 1908.

DEATHS

1- years old = 17 deaths (6 for premature birth)

70-80 years old = 16 deaths

80-90 years old = 10 deaths

90+ years = 2 deaths

CAUSES

Influenza = 4 deaths

Erysipelas = 1 death

Phthisis = 6 deaths

Cancer = 3 deaths

29 cases of infectious diseases registered, including
3 Erysipelas

13 Scarlet Fever

132 Tuberculosis

138 births registered, giving an annual birth rate of 123.5 per 1,000.

The whole district covered an area of 37,759 acres, with a population of 5,863, and the inhabitants
being chiefly employed in agriculture. The township of Brandon had an excellent water supply, but
the rest of the district was supplied by wells and hence liable to pollution. There was no system of
sewerage and drainage throughout the district.

In Brandon there were a few cesspools, and a good many of the houses had pail closets, otherwise
the privy system was universal throughout the district, and he regretted to say that Brandon had not
yet adopted any scavenging system.

Each occupier was responsible for the disposal of the home refuse and night soil. 1,873 inspections
had been made by the Sanitary Inspector, and two statutory notices served, with the result that the
nuisances were abated. 724 nuisances were discovered and abated, 360 informal notices served,
and in other cases verbal instructions proved sufficient. The nuisances referred to consisted chiefly of
accumulation of home refuse, privy vaults, and minor dilapidations.

One O6offensive traded was carried on in the di
inspected at frequent intervals during the year. The sanitary condition and water supply of the
elementary schools was satisfactory, with the exception of the Brandon Schools, the water supply of
which proved on analysis to be polluted. The schools were free from serious epidemics during the
year. The milk supply in the district was inadequate; in many of the villages it was almost impossible
to buy milk. Owing to the poor quality of the grazing the standard of the milk was not high. The
dairies and cowsheds in the district were regularly inspected, and were clean and well kept. No
carcases or parts of carcases had been condemned for tuberculosis.

The housing accommodation for the working classes was fairly good, if compared with other rural
districts, with a few exceptions the houses were kept clean and tidy, but accumulations of house
refuse in the vicinity of the cottages were still frequently met with. Only three new cottages had been
built in the district during the year, but the working class population was almost stationary. Under the
Housing and Towns Planning Act, 150 inspections had been made, 5 houses were represented as
being unfit for habitation, 5 closing orders were made, 3 of the houses were put in good repair and 2
were still in hand. 12 cottages were put in good repair without closing orders being made. The chief
defects found were insufficient light, ventilation, want of paving and dampness.

Under the Factory and Workshops Act, 106 inspections were made, and 8 nuisances were found and
remedied. The Council supply diphtheria antitoxin for the treatment of the patient, and for the
inoculation of contacts in necessitous cases; they may also pay for the examination of swabs in cases
of suspected diphtheria, and for the blood reaction in cases of suspected typhoid. On receipt of
notification of tuberculosis, he (the Medical Officer) visited in company with the Sanitary Inspector,
and in necessitous cases supplied sputum flasks, disinfectants, and printed instructions. The cases
were subsequently visited frequently in order to see that the instructions were carried out. In cases of
death or removal the house and contents were d
There was no hospital for the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis in the district, but residents are
admitted to sanatoria outside the district.

He had received great assistance in the district from the Sanitary Inspector during the year, and
would again emphasise and commend the praiseworthy manner in which he carried out his many
duties.




Page 4,
April 25"

MAY

FOOTBALL MATCHES AND DINNER
Two football matches were played on Saturday at Brandon. The Brandon and Weeting first eleven
teams combined to meet the G.E.R. Stratford Rovers, and the united tea, were winners by 4-0.

Following this the Brandon and Weeting second elevens played Stratford second eleven, the visitors
scoring one goal to nil.

Subsequently the teams, with friends (the party numbering about 40), assembled at the Ram Hotel for
dinner, where, in the billiard room, Host and Hostess Holmes had prepared a capital meal. Mr Fuller,
snr., of Norwich presided, and was supported by the officials of the clubs. The diner over, the
company settled down for a social evening. A programme of toasts was submitted and members
submitted songs. Mr S Fuller, of Norwich, acted as accompanist.

Page 4, BOY SCOUTS

May 2 On Thursday, 239Apri | the members of the Boy Scouts c¢g
assembled on the Market hill and, by permission of the school managers; the flag was hoisted on the
staff at the Council Schools and saluted. Under the command of Assistant Scoutmaster P Wilby, the
boys carried out certain exercises. The event attracted a crowd of the townspeople, and many
afterwards saw the boys give an exhibition at

Page 1, BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

May 9 The members present at the annual meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council, which was held at
Thetford on Friday, were Colonel Spragge, D.S.0., the Rev H Brand, the Rev W.H. lllingworth,
Messrs A.W. Rought-Rought, H.W. Winter, H.A. Oliverson, W Durrant, J Pickering, H Plummer, W.R.
Johnstone and W.B. Wood.
THE CHAIRMANSHIP
Colonel Spragge, who was appointed temporary Chairman, proposed the re-election of Mr A.W.
Rought-Rought as Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year, remarking that they all appreciated
the excellent work Mr Rought-Rought had done in the chair during the past year.
The proposition was seconded by Mr Winter, and carried unanimously.
Mr Rought-Rought then took the chair, and briefly acknowledged the appointment.
VICE-CHAIRMAN
On the motion of Mr Rought-Rought, the Council unanimously re-appointed Colonel Spragge Vice-
Chairman.
A BRANDON PIT
A letter was received from Messrs Slaughter and Colegrave, solicitors to Mr A Paget, stating that Mr
Paget had contracted for the sale of Brandon Park Estate to Sir John Aird, and that there was a
question whether the pit opposite the entrance to the Park was a public pit belonging to the District
Council. They wished to know whether the Council made any efforts thereto. If on, being asked, for
fullinformat i on as to the Councilds grounds for <cl ai
showing their clientds title.
The Clerk remarked that the pit had practically never been used.
The District Surveyor (Mr Froud) said the Council used one further on, which was better to work, and
more central. It was, however, more than half worked out.
The Clerk pointed out that there were two pits about half a mile apart, and there seemed to be some
little misunderstanding in the matter. The award was not very clear, and the description given in it
might relate to both. The Council could not have two pits.
The Rev W.H. lllingworthi il t i s only a matter of arrangemen
In the end it was decided to bring the question before the Brandon Parish Council, Mr Froud in the
meantime to obtain further particulars.

E’Aaas)llegflh, WORKERSO6 UNI ON

As the outcome of a meeting, held at the Ram H
Union, a branch had been formed, which numbers about 40 members. The officers are-

President, Mr Alfred Challis

Secretary, Mr Archibald Rolph

Treasurer, Mr Albert Challis.

The Headquarters is the Ram Hotel, where fortnightly meetings are held.




Page 4,
May 16%

CRICKET RESULT

The Brandon Cricket Club opened their season with a decisive win at the expense of Croxton. The
match was played on the Brandon Ground. Croxton put together a total of 31, losing the first four
wickets for four runs, and Brandon replied with 73 runs for four wickets. Farrow was in great form
with both ball and bat. He captured seven wickets at a cost of only four runs, and then headed the
scores for his side with a total of 24 not out.

CROXTON i

F.Stevenson, ¢ Grass b Farrow 0

T Wright, b W Ashley 6

F Scott, b W Ashley 0

G Smith, b C Farrow 1

K Cronshey, b C Farrow 0

A Chase, ¢ Rought-Rought b Farrow 2

V Starling, b Farrow 0

W Bell, ¢ Farrow b Harvey 15

E Basham, b Farrow 1

W Hazlewood, b Farrow 0

W Williamson, not out 1

Extras 5

Total 31

BRANDON i

A Newton, b Stevenson 17

A.W. Rought-Rought, b Scott 10

C Farrow, not out 24

F Tyzack b F Scott 1

F Ridsdale, ¢ Smith b Scott 5,

G Grass, not out 10

Extras 6

Total 73 (for four wickets)

Page 4,
May 16

THE OWNERSHIP OF A PIT

The question as to whether a pit off the Bury Road, Brandon, belongs to the owner of the Brandon
Park Estate or to the parish was considered at a special meeting of the Brandon Rural Parish Council,
held at the High Street Council Schools, on Monday evening. Mr W Brown presided, and other
members present were i Messrs A.W. Rought-Rought, R.H. Parrott, P Lingwood, W Clark, A.E.
Osbhorne, and A Lee-Barber. Mr W.J. Haywood (Deputy Clerk to Brandon Rural District) was also
present.

The Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount) read a letter from Mr J Houchen (Clerk to the Rural Council), forwarding
the copy of a letter received from Messrs Slaughter and Colgrave, solicitors to Mr Paget, owner of the
Brandon Park Estate, with reference to the ownership of a pit opposite the entrance to Brandon Park.
If the Parish Council were of the opinion that the pit in question was a parish pit, he asked to be
informed of their reasons for coming to such decision as it appeared from the enclosure award and

the map, that the pit was not set out @&bada sur
exercised any right of ownership over the pit.

MrParrotti AiDo | wunderstand the pit i s opposite the
The Chairman said it was opposite Mr Sidney Pa

The Clerk then read the letter from Messrs Slaughter and Colgate to the Brandon Rural Council,
which was to the effect that they attended at Brandon to inquire into the matter. Among other things
they referred to the minute of a quarterly meeting of the Brandon Parish Council on October 12t 19??
At which the question of the ownership was raised. The minute stated i

iMr Crawl ey, Mr Pagetdés agent being asked, sai
boundary to which was formed by Scotch trees, was not the property of Mr Paget, but belonged to the
parish of Brandon. He was quite willing to take down the fence which had been put up, and leave the
pit open to the road, and run a wire fence rou
They (the solicitors) had been in communication with Mr Crawley with a view to ascertaining on what
grounds he came to the conclusion the pit in question did not belong to Mr Paget. His memory in
reference to the matter was somewhat defective, but although he remembered inspecting the tithe
map, he was confident he never at any time inspected the enclosure award or map thereto, and that
might account for the error into which he fell. As it was quite clear the predecessors to the Rural
District Council did not acquire any title to the pit in question under the enclosure award, they asked
to be informed in what manner the Council could establish their title thereto in displacement of their
clientdéds clear documentary title.

(continued)




(continued)

Mr Haywood produced documents and maps, and remarked that it was the opinion of Mr Houchen
that they could not claim two pits. There was only one set out to the surveyors, and the question was
whether the parish had nay title to the pit other than the surveyors.

The Chairman said he did not remember anything being taken out of it for four years.

In the course of a discussion, which followed, it was stated that sand had been taken from the pit and
rubbish deposited there and there was a feeling on the part of some of the members that it was a
parish pit.

Ultimately the matter was deferred to enable the Clerk to obtain information on one or two points.

At a later meeting, two weeks later, it was decided that the pit belonged to the District, and the Clerk
was to write to the solicitors to invite them to visit the town if there was_still a question over it.

Page 4, EMPIRE DAY

May 307 This year there were no public celebrations of Empire Day. Flags were flown at several houses. At
St Peters Church, after the morning service, Mr A.E. Chapman played the National Anthem. In the
eveningheplayed variations of 06God Save The Kingd,

Page 4, STRUCK BY LIGHTNING

May 30" A heavy thunderstorm passed over the town at midnight on Friday. A fowl house at the farm on the
Ling Heath Estate, occupied by Mr Talbot, was struck by lightning, and set on fire. The occupier set
to work, and was successful in extinguishing the fire before it had done any considerable amount of
damage.

Page 4, SEVERE FROST

May 30" The disastrous effects of the frost on Tuesday night were visible on all sides on Wednesday. All kinds
of crops in gardens and fields suffered, potatoes especially so, as in most places these were cut
down to the ground. One man is reported to have lost 500 tomato plants. The fruit crop, it is feared,
has in most gardens perished, and the loss is very considerable.

Page 4, BOYS6 CRICKET CLUB

May 30" A successful attempt has been madetore-or gani se the Cricket Club ¢
Church Choir Boys, and with it has been associated the Boy Scouts. The Rev Bartram has given the
boys a cricket outfit and bag. The officers are i
President, the Rev Bartram,
Committee the Rev J.L Wyatt, Mr W.B. Wood, and the Rev P.L. Janez.
Captain, Percy Wilby
Vice-Captain, W Wharf
And Hon. Secretary, E Royal
A meadow for playing has been kindly lent by Mr G Wood.

:\’/Iaagyes%m SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER®6S JUBILE

On Monday last, Mr Frederick Rissbrook was presented by the
teachers with an illuminated address, in recognition of his fifty
years service as teacher, secretary and superintendent of the
Baptist Sunday School, Brandon.

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

A meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford, on Friday, when the members
present were Mr A.W. Rought-Rought (who presided), the Rev W.H. lllingworth, the Rev Brand,
Messrs H.W. Winter, J Pickering, W Durrant, C.W. Jones, W.R. Johnstone, W.B. Wood and H
Plummer.

CHALK PIT AT BRANDON
With regard to the question of ownership of the chalk pit on Bury Road, Brandon, which came before
a previous meeting and was referred to the Brandon Parish Council, a letter was received from Mr

(continued)
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(continued)

F.J. Mount, clerk to the latter authority, stating that at a special meeting of his Council he was directed
to inform the District Council that no documentary evidence could be traced relative to the pit in
question, and that the Parish Council were therefore unable to produce proof that it was parish
property.

The Rev W.H. lllingworth asked whether there was any evidence of an exchange having been made.
The Clerk (Mr J Houchen)i A No, si r . T h e r ey one pison thenBairy Roddineaked ino
the award, and it was not the one in question.

The Clerk was instructed to inform Messrs Slaughter and Colgate, solicitors to Mr Paget, that the
Council made no claim to the pit in question, but that the pit on the same road, marked on the
enclosure award, still belonged to the Council.

MORE PITS

The Clerk reported that on 15t May he received a letter from Messrs Pechy and Co. solicitors,
London, stating that he had been consulted by Mr Barton with reference to the property he purchased
some time ago o the Thetford Road, Brandon.

They pointed out that the property was described as bounded on the north by the road, and that
would include the chalk pit. They understood that the pit was being worked by the Council, and would
be glad to know whether licence had been granted to the Council for such work, and on what
grounds, if any, they claimed to exercise rights over the pit.

The Clerk added that he had brought this matter to the notice of the Parish Council and Mr Mount
wrote in reply that he informed his Council that Mr Barton called at his office shortly after he had
bought the property, when he raised the same question, and he (Mr Mount) proved to Mr Barton by
the enclosure award that the pit was the property of the District Council. His Council would be glad if
the District Council would inform Messrs Pechy and Co. accordingly, and they suggested a
representative of the firm should pay a visit to Brandon and inspect the award.

TheClerki Al think tobé ¢$shgegg®ariseh Council is a ver
It was decided to reply to Messrs Pechy accordingly.

A letter was received from Mrs Emma S Clarke, of high Street, Brandon, stating that she was the
owner of a piece of land on the Thetford Road, Brandon, which abutted on the west side of the parish

l and known as the 6Town Pité. The boundary fe
knowledge that by the enclosure award the fence should be kept up at the expense of the parish.

She therefore asked that the matter might be brought before the Council.

The Rev W.H. lllingworth asked whether the surveyor knew anything about it.

The Surveyor (Mr Froud) said there was a bank there, but no fence. He did not remember a fence
being there.

In the result the matter was referred to a small committee for inspection and report.

Page 4, SPRAGGE

June 13" Lieut.-Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.0O., of North Court, Brandon, took second prize with his three-year
old hunter at the Suffolk Agricultural Show, open to residents of Suffolk only.

?l?r?gfém WRECK OF THE EMPRESS OF IRELAND

A special service in memory of the victims of the Empress of Ireland was held at the Baptist Church

on Sunday evening, when the pastor, the Rev A .E. Tomlin, gave an address on the lessons to be

|l earned from the sad and tragic occurrence. S
neither the day nor the hour, wherein the son
could not call to mind any more fitting word, as emphasising the main lesson of the disaster, than that
chosen as the text that evening. It seemed like a message from the dead, buried in the depths of the
St Lawrence river. He would like to have seen the text associated with every announcement of the
tragic wreck.

Gathering up the lessons in definite, pointed form, the preacher said, first of all, that he thought the
sad occurrence taught the familiar truth, Al i f
sadness. 0 T h a & to thacsew hndl passergerscohtime ill-fated Empress of Ireland, and,
for all they knew, that was how it might come to them and to him. Consequently he urged they should
Afwatcho and fibe readyo, for when the Bridegroo

Secondly, he thoughtthattheoccasi on al so taught ilifeds enga
make ready for the |ife ahead. o They could ne
felt they had need to be prepared for when that moment drew nearer.

Finally, the preacher emphasised that the last experiences of many of the victims testified as to how
calmly and triumphantly faith in God enabled man to meet death. Paying a gracious tribute to the

(continued)
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(continued)

splendid deaths of the Salvationists, the preacher thought that that fact in itself was a splendid
testimony to the power of the Christian faith, in that last article men called faith. He thought if men
learned only how to live, they would learn readily and easily how to die, when the moment came.

The address was | istened to with close attenti
was played by Miss Lily Lingwood.

Page 4,
June 13"

MAINTENANCE OF A WIFE

At the Brandon Petty Session, before Colonel Hamilton (who presided) and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought,
on Monday, Stanley E.J. Parrott, described as an engine driver appeared in reference to the
maintenance of his wife, who applied for an order under the Summary Jurisdiction (Married
Womenés) Act, 1895.

May Parrott said they were married on April 29t 1911, and had two children. On April 18", after a
disagreement between them, her husband put her out of doors and locked the door. He afterwards

let her in. On the Monday he came home from work about half-past one and took the older child

away, saying he was going to clear the things out of the house. Later on he took furniture and other
things away.

The Chairmani AiDi d he take all away?o0

ApplicantiiHe t ook all that was his, and rpywatms. mieadtout
stop there tildl nearly ten o6clock, and then m
Replying to the Chairman, the defendant admitted that this was true, alleging that the child was not
kept clean. The child was with his parents, who were willing to look after it. He (defendant) was
earning 15s a week. He was a labourer, not an engine driver.

Thewifei AThat is his work if he |Iikes to do it.o
The Bench ordered the defendant to contribute 6s a week towards the maintenance of his wife and
baby,andthey directed that the other child shoul d
wife to have reasonable access to it.

Page 4,
June 20

CURTAILED BAND PROGRAMME

Dissatisfaction appears to have been created in Brandon and neighbourhood by the curtailment of the
programme rendered by the band of the 4t Battalion, Norfolk Regiment, at Brandon on Sunday, and
some explanation is desirable as to how it came about.

Permission had been obtained from Colonel Harvey, commanding the Battalion, for the band to
attend the church parade in the afternoon, and to play on the Market Place for about two hours in the
evening. Bills announcing the latter arrangement were circulated, with the result that in addition to the
townsfolk a considerable number of people from the district gladly availed themselves of the rare
opportunity in this locality of hearing the fine band that the 4™ Norfolks possess.

The musical programme began about 5.15pm, and in the ordinary course would have continued until
7.30pm. In order to avoid clashing with the services at the various places of worship, however, the
Rector requested the band not to play after half-past six, and the request was seceded to, though it
should be pointed out that Captain CW.W. Burrell,b wh o i s in command of 06G
presume, was primarily responsible for the visit of the band, was not aware there had been any
alteration of the original arrangement.

Page 4,
June 20

FLOODING

Instructions were given on Monday morning to the employees of the West Suffolk Council that a
trench was to be opened on the Thetford Road to allow the water to escape. The water had been
lying there since the middle of last week, and the residents had suffered inconvenience. The owner
of the land on whose property it was proposed to drain objected, and the nuisance still exists.

Page 4,
June 20"

BOWLS

In connection with the C.E.M.S. Bowls Club, a competition took place last week, the prize being a pair
of bowls. After some interesting games, Messrs M Froud and A.E. Tyzack met in the final on
Wednesday of last week. The players were well matched, and Mr Froud won by 9 points to 8. He
decided to hand the prize over to Mr J Cooper, in recognition of efficient services rendered as
groundsman.

Page 4,
June 20

CHURCH PARADE

On Sunday afternoon the townspeople were attracted in large numbers to a Church Parade
consisting of Territorials, Boy Scouts, members of Brandon Red Cross Detachment, and members of
the Fire Brigade. Major Mornement was in charge of the Territorials, numbering 116, were
commanded by Captain C.W.W. Burrell, the eleven members of the Fire Brigade were in charge of
Captain W.B. Wood, while Quartermaster Mrs F.G.W. Wood was at the head of the detachment of
nurses, numbering 14, and Scoutmaster P Wilby led the Boy Scouts. Owing to illness, Major F.G.W.
Wood was unfortunately not able to be present.

The units formed into a procession in High Street, and headed by the band of the 4t Battalion Norfolk
Regiment, marched to the parish church, where a special service was held.

(continued)
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(continued)

The sermon was preached by the Rev P.L. Janez, who based his discourse on the text taken from
Matthew viii, 7, 8 and 9.

After the service Major Mornement held an inspection, and complimented the various units on the
satisfactory way in which they had turned out and the smartness of their appearance. He especially
noted the very smart bearing of the Red Cross Nurses, who made their first appearance on an
occasion of this kind. The Major expressed the hope that they would persevere with their work in
Brandon, pointing out that in time of war the lives of men, would, in great measure, depend upon
them. The band of the Battalion rendered an excellent programme of music on the Market Place
during the evening.

Page 4,
June 27

SCHOOL TREAT

The scholars attending the George Street Primitive Methodist Sunday School had their treat on
Wednesday. They assembled at George Street, where they were formed into procession, and, led by
the Brandon Band, proceeded to Market Hill, where hymns were sung, and selections of music
rendered by the band.

Mr George Wood kindly placed the Railway Meadow at the disposal of the school, and game sand
sports were carried out. Tea was at the Maltings, which were kindly lent by Mr A Lee-Barber, where a
public tea was also held. Colonel B.C.P. Hamilton gave a brief address to the scholars. The sports
were carried out in the evening, under the direction of Mr H Snare (the Superintendent). At dusk
there was a torchlight procession.

Page 4,
June 27"

CORONATION DAY

I n celebration of the anniversary of Coronati o
there was a charming littl e cer emo rhewholaofthdseshoda
children, accompanied by their teachers, assembled in front of the schools, where they were joined by
Colonel and Mrs Hamilton, the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt), Mr F.W. Gentle (chairman of the
managers), Mr F Rissbrook, and others.

In the presence of a considerable gathering of townspeople the Union Jack was hoisted to the top of
the school flagstaff by two of the boys, Bertie Lockwood and Thomas Gore, and quite an attractive
programme of songs and recitations by the children followed this. The headmaster, Mr W.C. Appleby,
conducted the singing and Colonel Hamilton said if they would only make up their minds to do the
things they were taught they would never disgrace the flag of England. The Rector thanked the
Colonel and his wife and asked the children to give them three cheers, which they did with great
enthusiasm.

Mr Rissbrook also gave a brief address in which he thanked Miss Taylor for the excellent games and
physical exercise that had been carried out under her direction.

Mr F.W. Gentle reminded the children that if they would try to remember what they had been singing
about they need not fear the talk there was about England going down. They did not believe it.
England had been great, and she still would be so if the rising generation would but do their duty.
Many thanks were due to Mr and Mrs Appleby and the teachers for the splendid programme carried
out in the morning.

On behalf of the teachers Mr W Appleby (headmaster) fittingly acknowledged some complimentary
references to the efficiency of their work.

Appended is the programme 1
Hoisting of the Union Jack andsong-iHer e6s a heal th unto his Maj
Saluting the flagand song-i The Empire FIl ago,

Addresses,

Song-iWhat Can | Do FblHHal BHalgKi agd&eosgeo,
Organised gamééiThgrelbsdéasbdbamagdo, fiGod save our
Recitation, fAEmMpire Dayo

Ivy Mutum and Mabel Edwards, songi A Mot her | goartd 6 (t wo
Physical exercises,
Girls T the National Anthem.

Alsointhe morningt he fl ag was hoisted on the tower of
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Page 1,
July 4t

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

TOWNOS CHI LDREN COUNTRY HOLI DAYS

PRECAUTIONS AGAISNT SPREAD OF DISEASE

The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural Council was held at Thetford on Friday, Mr A.W. Rought-
Rought presided, and there were also present, Rev W.H. lllingworth, Colonel Spragge, Messrs H.W.
Winter, W.B. Wood and H.E. Plummer.

THE SANITARY INSPECTOR

The Finance Committee reported that they had resolved to grant an application by the Sanitary
Inspector (Mr S.J. Miller) for occasional leave of absence not exceeding 28 days altogether, to be
taken as convenient. The Sanitary Inspector also applied for an increase of salary or an allowance
for travelling expenses. Consideration of this matter was deferred.

SOAKAWAY NEAR THE WATERWORKS

The Clerk read the following letter which had been received from Messrs Hargrove and Co. i
Aln view of your |l etter to Meshslrum eS| aveg thtaevre , a re
legal advisors, given instructions to the agent, Mr Lacy Scott, that the gate leading to the pit opposite
the gate in Bury Road is in future to be kept locked, and that a notice is to be put up to the effect that
rubbish is not longer to be deposited inthe pi t . We have done this inr
position in the matter, but he asks us to say that he hopes that the step we have been obliged to take
on his behalf will not be construed as any discourtesy from himself to your Council or to any of the
members. We mention that at his request, but we feel sure they will quite understand the position,
and that as representing Sir John we are bound to give him the advice we have done.

As we are writing there is another point we should like to raise. Our attention has been called by Sir
Johndéds agent to the fact that there is a cessp
Council adjoining the Lingheath Drove. We have referred to the conveyance, which was granted by
Mr Almeric Paget on January 27" 1903, to the District Council, and we can find nothing in that deed
which authorises the Council to construct a cesspool on any part of the Brandon Park Estate. Will

you therefore kindly refer as to the deed under which such permission was given, and will you kindly
supply us with a copy of it, as when our client bought the estate there was no mention made of the
cesspool in the abstract of title. o

The Chairman expressed the opinion that at the time the waterworks were erected permission was
obtained for the disposal of the surface water.

Colonel Spragge said it was not a cesspool in the ordinary sense of the word.
TheChairmaniilt i s only a soakaway. 0

In the result it was left to the Chairman and the Clerk to inquire into the matter.

CHI LDRENG6S COUNTRY HOLI DAY
A letter was received from the Local Government Board drawing attention to the fact that from time to
time infectious diseases had been spread owing
philanthropic organisations, and it was therefore a matter which concerned sanitary authorities,
especially those in rural districts. The Board did not regard the complaints as being of such a
character as to cause them to suggest any check should be imposed on the country holiday
movement, but it appeared there was some uncertainty on the part of the different agencies in regard
to taking such steps as were necessary. It was therefore suggested:

1) Communication with the Medical Officer of Health of the district concerned as to intended

Visits;
2) Inquiries as to infectious diseases before the children were sent;
3) Cleanly condition of the children before departure;

4) Steps taken for the detection of infectious disease in children when in the country.
The necessity of calling in medical advice should a child fall ill could not be too strongly impressed
upon those responsible.
The Chairman did not think such children were received by anybody in Brandon.
MrWoodiiThere are plenty of them, and t he agetheysd. i
They do any amount of damage to crops. o
MrWinteri ilt seems the Rector has something to do
The Rev W.H. lllingworth said the persons responsible were the people who sent them down from
London, and if any damage was done they were liable. The instruction to the local agent, amongst
others, was to send a particular report to the society, who then sent someone down and paid for the
damage.
The Chairmani A What we are dealing with now is the ql{
The Rev W.H. lllingworth said the children were supposed to be examined by trained nurses before
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they started, and he believed if there was any question of any infectious disease the instructions were
to report the Headquarters at once.

Itwas agreedtosendcopi es of the Boardds |l etter to the M
Brandon.

TREASURER®S ACCOUNT
The Treasurer reported receipts amounting to £250 9s 3d, and a balance in hand of £123 17s 3d.

Page 4,
July 4"

ROAD CENSUS
The Mildenhall Rural District Council, at their monthly meeting, decided on taking a census of road
traffic opposite North Court, Brandon, between Brandon and Mildenhall.

Page 4,
July 4"

SCHOOL DECORATING

At a meeting of the West Suffolk Education Committee, the tender of Mr J Bloomfield, of Brandon, for
painting and repairs to Brandon school premises, for £133 11s., was accepted, the work to be carried
out during the summer holidays.

Page 4,
July 4t

ST PETERG6S SUNDAY SCHOOL
The scholars attendingthe Sunday School connected with St H
Wednesday, when they had their annual treat. With their teachers they assembled at church, and the
Rev J.L. Wyatt conducted a brief service. Afterwards a procession was formed, and, headed by the
school banner and the Brandon Band, proceeded through the town to the meadow adjoining the
Railway Station, kindly lent by Mr George Wood, J.P., where games were indulged in until tea time.
Mr Ashley kindly lent his swings for the afternoon. A bountiful meal was served at the Maltings, kindly
lent by Mr A Lee-Barber. Following this was a parochial tea, which was well attended. The sports
were in the evening. The energetic superintendent (Mr F Farrow) was assisted by his teachers.
Prizes were given to the winners.

Page 4,
July 11

BROOMHILL FAIR
Broomhill Fair was held last weekend. The parties providing the pleasure were divided, and were
accommodated in two places.

Page 4,
July 11

SUNDAY SCHOOL TREAT

Ideal weather favoured the treat of the Town Street Primitive Methodist Sunday School on
Wednesday. The scholars were formed into procession, and led by the Brandon Band, proceeded
into the town to the Market Hill, where they sang hymns, and the band played selections. Returning,
all proceeded to a meadow, where games and sports were held. Tea was provided at the
Schoolroom, and a public tea followed.

Page 4,
July 11

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL

The children attending the Baptist Sunday School had their annual treat on Wednesday. Assembling
at the chapel in the afternoon, led by Mr F Rissbrook, they proceeded to the Market Place, with
numerous flags and the school banner. Here they sang hymns, and the Town Band rendered a good
performance of musi c. The children then march
the station, but they had not been there many minutes before rain drove them to find shelter in Mr
Lee-Bar berés Maltings. There tea was served | at
the children to return to the field, where swings, erected by Mr Ashley, and other paraphernalia had
been provided for their amusement. Weather permitting the evening arrangements included sports
and games, and finally an illuminated lantern procession back to the Market Place.

Page 4,
July 18"

THE THREE HORSE SHOES LICENCE

The West Suffolk County Licensing Committee on Monday dealt with the licence of The Three Horse
Shoes beerhouse, Brandon, which was referred by the local magistrates. The house is owned by
Messrs Clarke, brewers, and is in the occupation of Arthur Reeder. Mr O Read represented the
Justices. The owners offered no objection to their refusal, and Inspector Mobbs, of Brandon, having
stated that the number of licenses existing was excessive for the district, the committee refused to
renew.

Page 4,
July 18"

RUNAWAY HORSES

The Thetford Road was the scene of considerable excitement on Monday, when two bay horses
attached to a brewerés dray bolted an a mil k ¢
Messrs Bidwell and Co., brewers, Thetford, were standing outside the Coach and Horses public
house. The milk cart is the property of Mr Clark, dairyman, of Town Street, and was in the charge of
a lad named Norton, who had a little boy in the cart with him. As they were passing the dray
something alarmed the bays, which started off down the road. The man in charge managed to stop
them, but not before the milk cart was overturned in a collision between the two vehicles, and the
body separated from the wheels. The occupants were of course thrown out, and the little boy fell
underneath the cart. He was promptly rescued, and escaped injury beyond some rather nasty
scratches. A young woman named Taylor had a very narrow escape from being knocked down by
the dray horses.
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Page 4,
July 18"

PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Brandon Parish Council was held at the High Street Council Schools on Monday,
when there were present Messrs W Brown (who presided), O Chapman, H Lingwood, W Clark, and A
Lee-Barber.

The Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount) was directed to convey the thanks of the Council to Mr George Wood, who
has presented some plants and manure for the burial ground.

Consideration was given to the question of carrying out repairs to the Victoria Avenue footpath, which
the Chairman remarked wanted doing badly. It was decided to obtain a quotation for the necessary
quantity of Wymondham gravel, and the matter was referred to a small sub-committee, who were
given a free hand.

A letter, signed by Messrs G.W. Gentle and W Hildyard, was read by the Clerk, in which the Council
were requested to take over and repair and maintain the path leading to the Gas Works, commonly
called Gas House Lane path, Thetford Road. The public had used it, and the writers considered it
was a public path and should be maintained by the parish. The Chairman said the Council already
had so many footpaths, and their money was swallowed up by them. He believed on a previous
occasion they decided not to take this path over.

Mr Lee-Barberi i The question is, is it a public footp
The Chairmani i ¥ s . 0

Mr Lee-Barber asked whether the Council were bound to repair it. The Clerk said it was their duty to
repair public footpaths other than those running alongside the highways, which were repairable by the
County of District Authority. The Gas House Lane path was rather an important one, and was used a
lot. There were seven cottages there in addition to the Gas Works and house. Mr Lee-Barber did not
think they ought to shirk their real duties, but on the other hand they ought not to do anything unless
there was a good reason for doing it. On the motion of Mr Lingwood, the Clerk was instructed to
ascertain whether the Parish Council were legally bound to take over the path.

Page 8,
July 18"

Page 4,
August 1%

LIGHTER SIDE OF CAMP LIFE
Over 2,000 of the Norfolk and Suffolk Infantry Brigade are in camp at Holkham Park. One photo
depicts the Thetford and Brandon men engaged in an impromptu concert.

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

FLOODING AT BRANDON

TRAFFIC CENSUS RETURNS

The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday, Colonel
B.E. Spragge, D.S.O., presided, and there were also present the Rev W.H. lllingworth, the Rev H
Brand, Messrs W.B. Wood, J.S. Newdick, C.W. Jones and H.A. Oliverson.

BRANDON SANITARY MATTERS

The Public Health and Housing Committee reported that they had directed the Clerk to write to the
Clerk of the West Suffolk County Council requesting them to take steps to prevent the flooding on
Thetford Road, Brandon, which had caused a nuisance.

The Clerk was further directed to request Mr Brearley, of London Road, Brandon, to provide proper
lavatory accommodation when letting his land for fair purposes.

On the motion of the Chairman the report was adopted.

GAME DEAL ERN&S L |

The licences held by the following dealers in game at Brandon were renewed 1

Messrs P.R. Garner, Richards and Sons, Mr R.H. Parrott and Mr Henry Kent jnr, trading as Kent
Bros.

(continued)
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(continued)

TRAFFIC CENSUS RETURNS

The Deputy-Clerk (Mr W.J. Haywood) produced the returns of the traffic census taken at Brandon and
Euston for the purpose of obtaining national grants in aid of maintenance. The census taken on the
Bury Road, Brandon, showed a total number of 563 vehicles, etc., averaging 68% per day. This
aggregate included i

Ordinary cycles i 355

Motor cycles i 28

Motor cars i 21

Motor vansi 3

Trailers1 2

Light vehicles 7 79

Heavy vehicles i 16

Omnibuses i (2 or more horses) 4

Horses led i 10

Hand carts and barrows i 10

THANKS

A letter was received from Colonel E.P. Mackenzie thanking the members of the Council for their kind
enquiries regarding his health. He stated he was not allowed to go upstairs, and did not see his way
to attend at the Union, as he had been accustomed to do for so many years.

Mr J Balaam also wrote thanking the Council for an expression of sympathy with him on the loss of
his house by fire after it was struck by lightning.

Page 4, OUTBREAK OF DIPHTHERIA

August 1% For some weeks past there have been cases of diphtheria among children, and last week these were
greatly increased. On Friday the Managers of the Council Schools decided to close the schools a
week earlier than usual for the summer holidays. The Sunday Schools were all closed on Sunday,
and will remain so until further notice.

ZﬁgESZt,Sm I, JOHN GORE

Page 2, THE WAR

August 15" There are away in the Navy six Brandon men, Regular Army 13, Reservists 19, Yeomanry 2, Militia 1
and Terroritorials 34, making a total of 75.

Page 6, BRANDON

August 15" The members of the Red Cross Detachment in Brandon are likely to have an early opportunity of
putting into practice the valuable knowledge they have acquired during the last year or so. The
scheme was enthusiastically supported, and as a result of their foresight the members are admirably
prepared for emergencies. Six of their number have volunteered for service in any part of the
kingdom, and the remainder will deal with cases which may be sent to the town. For this purpose a
local temporary hospital will be prepared, and inquiries are being made among the townspeople by
circular in order to ascertain where the necessary equipment in the way of bedding, etc., may be
obtained. We understand the appeal for assistance in this direction is meeting with a ready response.

Page 6, ON ACTIVE SERVICE

August 22" The number of men from Brandon who are on active service is 97, not 75 as reported last week,
made up as follows i
Navy 6
Army 15
Reservists 19
Yeomanry 2
Terroritorials 35
A list of all names has been prepared and may be seen in the Parish Church porch.

ﬁgﬁ&zgm BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

Mr A.W Rought-Rought presided at the monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural Council, which was
held at Thetford on Friday.

ACCOUNTS
Accounts were passed for payment amounting to £235 8s 6d.

(continued)
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(continued)

DANGEROUS CORNERS

On the recommendation of the Finance Committee, the Clerk (Mr J Houchen) was directed to write to
the Automobile Association inquiring whether they would be prepared to officially warn motorists of
dangerous corners and places within the district.

WAR RELIEF FUNDS

The Clerk read a letter from the Hon. Secretary of the West Suffolk County War Relief Committee
asking this Council to appoint a subsidiary committee for the administration of local relief. The
following names were suggested to form the committee:

Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, Colonel and Mrs Spragge, the Rev W.H. lllingworth, Canon Sawbridge, Miss
Sawbridge, Colonel Mackenzie, Mr W.R. Johnstone, Mrs Caton, Mrs Trotter and Mrs Oliverson.

Page 4,
August 29"

BRISK RECRUITING

Recruiting has been brisk in the Brandon district, where Sergeant Edwards is in charge. It was
stimulated by a public meeting on Thursday evening, when arrangements were made for Colonel
Hamilton to reside, and for addresses to be delivered by Mr lan Malcolm M.P., and Captain Kennedy.
Altogether about 35 recruits from the district have been sent to the Britannia Barracks at Norwich.

Page 4,
August 29"

TROOPS IN BRANDON PARK

Unlike those who were stationed at Thetford, the troops located at Brandon this week were not
billeted on the townspeople, but were accommodated in Brandon Park. Although billets were
obtained, it was found expedient to keep troops near their horses in the Park. With regard to the
conduct of the men, the experience of the inhabitants was no less happy than that of the residents in
other parts of the district. By direction of Colonel Hamilton, the Paget Hall was opened to enable the
men to do their correspondence, and the privilege was much appreciated. On Tuesday the whole of
the troops were assembled for inspection.

Page 4,
August 29"

SUICIDE AT BRANDON STATION

PATIENT LEAPS IN FRONT OF A TRAIN

Brandon Station was the scene of a tragic occurrence on Friday, resulting in the death of Thomas
William Bayne, mining engineer, of Hampstead, who flung himself in front of an incoming train. It
appears the deceased was a sufferer of neurasthenia. He had been staying at Feltwell for a change,
and was proceeding to London accompanied by an attendant. Just as the 12.27 up train was
entering the station the nurseéb6s attention was
the platform. He was struck by the engine, and was thrust aside. The train was brought to a
standstill, and the deceased was found lying in the six footway with terrible injuries to the head. He
was removed in an unconscious condition to a waiting room. Dr Trotter was summouned, but the
deceased died about an hour and three-quarters afterwards.

The inquest was held by Mr W.M. Barton (East Dereham) at Brandon Station, on Saturday. Mr E
Farrington was chosen foreman of the jury, and Mr T.R. Nash (stationmaster) represented the Great
Eastern Railway.

Bertie Dominey, of Maidstone, said he was a male nurse, and the deceased who was about 50 years
of age had been a patient of Dr Hartleyds of F
witness was his attendant. On Friday they proceeded to Brandon Station in order to go to London.
Witness was standing on the platform a few yards from the deceased. Just as the train arriving from
Norwich at 12.27 entered the station the deceased made a leap in front of the train. Witness had the
patient on his right and the luggage on the left. A porter was speaking to witness about the luggage,
and witness just turned his head to answer him. He was only about two feet away from the patient,
who made a sudden dash to the edge of the platform. The train struck him and three him on one
side. Witness found the deceased lying in the six-foot way bleeding from the head. Witness then
wired to Dr Hartley, and on his return to the station found the railway officials conveying the patient to
the waiting room. Dr Trotter, of Brandon was in attendance. Deceased was alive, but unconscious.
He lived about an hour and three-quarters, but never regained consciousness.

The CoroneriiYou know the danger with a patient of
any sort?o

Witnessi i Ye s , I was. I have only been a fortnigh
whatever. I have had four yearsd experience i
Replying to the Foreman, witness said the deceased never showed any suicidal tendency.

Gordon Williams, of Princes Gardens, London, said the deceased, who was his uncle, had been to
Brighton for the benefit of his health, but when he returned was in a very bad state of nervous
prostration. The trouble began about last October.

(continued)
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(continued)

Dr Hartley, of Feltwell, said the deceased came to him a week ago from Brighton, where he had been
staying for several months. Witness was asked to take him in order to give him much more
amusement than he had there. Deceased was a great tennis player, cricketer, golfer, and footballer.
He motored down to Feltwell with his brother. Deceased told witness that he could not settle, and
would like to be at home. Arrangements were therefore made for him to go home on Friday. Witness
saw him off from the house at 11.30, and did not see him again until he was called to the station.
Witness previously asked deceasedds wife wheth
him that he never had, nor did he give witness any reason to believe he had. He was playing golf
with witness before he |l eft on Friday morning.
jurisdiction.

Pc Aldous stated that he was called to Brandon Station where he saw the deceased, who died about
2pm. Witness removed the body from the waiting room to a shed across the station yard, where he
searched it. Among the articles in deceasedés

The Coroner said the letter contained the following passages i

il cannndott hsitsa terri ble depression any |l onger.
patients who do not take their meals in the dining-r o o m. 0

The Coroner said of course if patients went to an establishment of that kind they must conform to the
rules. It was in fact good for the patients to do so.

Dr Harltey said on one occasion the deceased declined to come to luncheon, and witness told him he
could not keep him unless he had his meals in the normal way.

The jury returned averdictof A Sui ci de whil e of unsound mindo.

Page 4,
August 29"

SEPTEMBER

Page 6,
September 51

POLICE COURTS

Bertie Norton (14) errand boy, of Brandon, was charged with stealing three handkerchiefs and two
pairs of socks of the value of 2s., the property of Ansell Elsey at Weeting, on August 4, and Alfred
Ashley (13) school boy, of Brandon, was charged with receiving on handkerchief from the above
defendant, well knowing it to have been stolen at Weeting on August 4%,

Ansell Elsey said he was a gar de n eTuasday, &ihéAugpst, an
about 7.15pm, he left his bicycle in the Railway Station yard near the booking office at Weeting-with-
Broomhill. There was a parcel strapped on the carrier of the bicycle, containing three handkerchiefs
and two pairs &i€h hetachplrshasedat kshop in Brandon. He returned to his
bicycle about a quarter to 8 o06cl ock, and miss
his loss to a police officer who was at the railway station. On Friday 7" August, he attended at the
Brandon Police Station, where he was shown three handkerchiefs and two pairs of socks, which he
identified as his property. They were of the value of 2s.

Inspector Mobbs said on making enquiries he saw the accused, Bertie Norton, and on searching him
found one gentds cotton handkerchief, one hand
possession, which he admitted stealing from a bicycle at Brandon Railway Station. The accused boy
Norton then made a statement with regard to another boy named Alfred Ashley (13). Witness saw

the | atter | ad in the presence of the boy Nort
one cotton handkerchief (produced). Ashley said (Norton stole the things from the bicycle, and gave
me the handkerchief, but we were both together
me. 0

The Bench having retired, the Chairman told the parents of the boys that each would be bound over
in the sum of £5 to come up for judgement if called upon in six months.

RECRUITMENT AT NORWICH
OFF TO THE FRONT
Scenes such as above are witnessed up and down this land day by day. Our photos are of departure
scenes at Norwich, and show Troops leaving the station, and farewell to the old city.
(see images)
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Page 1,
September
12th

BRANDON PUBLICAN SUMMOUNED

CHARGED WITH USING BAD LANGUAGE

Before Colonel E.P. Mackenzie (who presided), Colonel B.C.P. Hamilton, and Mr A.W. Rought-
Rought, at the Brandon Petty Sessions on Monday, Frank Edwards, landlord of the Five Bells, was
charged with using profane and indecent language on the Market Hill on August 2219,

Mr Bankes-Ashton appeared for the defendant, and said before going into the case, subject to the
Benchodés permission, and subject to the approva
withdrawn. They were passing through very serious times, and times when they did not want to come
into conflict with the police. His client was a respectable man. He had held a licence for seven or
eight years and had not a single black mark against him.

If he used the strong language complained of, he had no right to do so, but no special harm had been
done, and if the Bench considered the responsibilities of people who were entrusted with licences
during the last month he thought they might reasonably bear with a man who temporarily lost his
temper.

The Bench decided to hear the evidence and Inspector Mobbs deposed that at 11.15pm on 22nd
August, he visitedthe6 Fi ve Bel |l sdé | nn. It was full of so
guarter past eleven, and that they must leave the house. They went away quietly. After they had

gone the defendant came on to the road. Witness told him he must close his house as near eleven

as possible, and pointed out that he had to come in there the previous night at 11.20pm. Defendant
dai s, AYou are a xxx liar, o0 and repeated it tw
about you nor yet a xxx aboutthat 6, pointing to the house. Wi t
as that on the highway and would report him. Since that occurrence the defendant had been most
insolent towards the witness.

Colonel Hamiltoni A What was the conduct o
Witnessi iThey were fairly quiet. T
them came to me the next night a
Colonel Hamiltoni A Was anyt hing done by t of ficer com
Witnessiil n consequence of what too place t the
of ficer, and the éFive Bells6 was placed out o

f the soldiers
hey all went a
nd apol ogi sed
he
k

Cross-examined by Mr Bankes-As ht on, witness said when the O6F
defendant would not have sold so much. Witness wrote to Messrs Green, King and Sons with regard
to defendant by instructions. The brewers told witness they had given the defendant notice to leave.
Previous to this witness had never summoned the defendant. Witness did not go into the house that
night in a very excited and angry manner.

Mr Bankes-Ashtoni iDi d one of your Yeomanry remonstrate

strike the happy medi um, l nspector. Diudrermin e o
worthy of the office you hold. o
Withessi iCer t ai nl'y not. 0

Mr Bankes-Ashtoni il put it to you, you went into that
your voice. o

Witnessi il did not sir. o

Replying to further questions, witness denied that he had any ill-feeling against Edwards. He did not
use strong language aimed at the Landlord.

Mr Bankes-Ashton pointed out there was no mention in the summons about the language being used
to the annoyance of the public.

By permission of the Bench the summons was accordingly amended, Mr Ashton-Bankes taking no
exception to it.

George Gillings, member of the West Suffolk Co
statement as to the language used by the defendant. He did not hear the Inspector use any bad
language.

On behalf of the defendant, Frank Kent, custom
the house at three minutes past eleven. One of the soldiers was giving a recitation and the others
were standing up. They were quiet, decent, respectable chaps. The Inspector told them to clear out
unless they had beds there. He was very angry. One of the Yeoman told him that as an Inspector he
was not worthy of the office he held. The landlord endeavoured to get the men away from the
Inspector. After they had all gone the defendant pointed out that it was then only 12 minutes past 11,
and that the house and the Market Place was clear. The Inspector was angry and spoke in a very
gruff voice. Inspector Mobbs said something about the conduct of the house, and the defendant then

became angry, and said, Al donét care a xxx fo
I dondét care a xxx for you. o
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William Wilding gave evidence as to a conversation he had with Inspector Mobbs. Witness said he
understood the defendant had a good man working for him (referring to Mr Ashton-Bankes), and the

I nspector replied, fAOh, |1 donét know that it m
business. 0

Inspector Mobbsi iDi dndét you say | have been very |l eni ¢
Witnessi i Ye s, I did. o

Replying to the Bench witness said he meant that one or two occasions when they had been at the
O0Five Bellsd after tidemythingdbautitt nspector had not
ColonelHamiltoni AiDi d you think the defendant had done
|l eni ent with him?0o

Witnessi fi No , I was thinking about myself. o

Mr Bankes-Ashton submitted that there was no case to answer, because the fact that no member of
the public had complained was absolutely fatal. There had no doubt been a great deal of bad
language used lately, and the strongest had been against the Kaiser. With regard to the point that the
house had not been closed at the exact hour he suggested that at such times as these they were not
bound down by hard and fast rules but must use their common sense.

The Chairman said the Bench had come to the conclusion that the police were perfectly justified in
the course they adopted, but considering that Edwards had not been before the magistrates on any
previous occasion, and in the special circumstances of these very exciting times they had decided to
dismiss the case.

Page 4, CHURCH BELLS

f;',?tember It has been decidedthatd ur i ng t he war the bell of St Peter
remind those who hear to offer a prayer for our sailors and soldiers on active service.

Page 4, SPECIAL CONSTABLES

f;',?tember At the Brandon Petty Sessions on Monday, the following were appointed special constables i
The Rev P.L. Janez, Messrs George S Gates, A Lee-Barber, M Froud, J.S. Cooper, A.E. Chapman,
F.J. Mount, J.F. Brown and George Garnham.

Page 4, PRINCE OF WALES FUND

f;',?tember A public meeting was held at the Church Institute on Monday evening, the object being to form a
committee to organise a house-to-house coll ection on behalf of t
A.W. Rought-Rought was Chairman.
After discussion, it was agreed to send the money secured to the West Suffolk fund. The question
was raised as to what benefit parents who had been dependent on their sons would derive from the
fund. Mrs Spragge said she was making enquiries on that point, but it was generally understood
those cases would receive proper attention. After further discussion, Dr W.O. Trotter proposed, and
the Rev J.L. Wyatt seconded, that a committee of ladies be appointed to collect. This was agreed to,
and the following ladies were appointed 1
Mrs Trotter, Mrs W.W. Burrell, Mrs A Hardy, Mrs F Morris, Miss Hardy, Mrs F.G.W. Wood, Miss
Wood, Mrs E.H. Burton, Mrs George Clarke, Mrs H Lingwood, Miss Owles, Miss Crasp and Nurse
Garnham. The Chairman of the meeting was appointed Chairman of the Committee.

Page 4, REVISION COURT

f;ftember Mr Bertram O Birhcam, Revising Barrister for the division of North-West Suffolk, held a Court at the

White Hart Hotel, Brandon, on Tuesday, for the
Santon Downham, Thetford St Cut hbert 6s and Thetford St Mary,

Mr Charles Carr, assisted by Mr H.E. Hucklesby, represented the Liberals, and Mr Elton Hallely
appeared in the Conservatives interests. Mr Charles Bartram was present on behalf of the Thetford
Town Clerk.

Mr Halleley, in welcoming the new Revising Barrister, mentioned that he had received a letter from Mr
Hursey Giriffiths, the late Barrister, who wrote i

il regret saying goodbye to you, and should be
gratitude to them for the good will with which they did their work from first to last during the years |

had the honour and privilege of coming among them. They showed themselves to be good men and
true, and they won my warm regard, and wil/l al

MrHall el ey supported the claim to a |l odgerdés vot
private secretary to Mr Bowker.

Mr Carr agreed that Mr Goddard was servant to Mr Bowker, and not a lodger, but the Revising
Barrister allowed the claim. Lodger claims made by Mr Arthur Howling, of Bury Road, and Mr J.R.
Hyam, of High Street, were also sustained.
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Page 3,
September
lgth

NORFOLK MEN ON ACTIVE SERVICE

BRANDON DISTRICT

Except where otherwise stated the men are residents of Brandon.

RESERVISTS KI TCHENERG6S ARN

William Ashley, Rifle Brigade A.J. Arbour G Turner

L Carter, 7t Dragoon Guards W Arnold G Watts

W.W. Carter, Royal Field H Ashley V Wharf

Artillery R.W. Docking E Wharf

W.R. Dixon, Suffolk Regiment | B Edwards E Wolsey

J Dyer, Suffolk Regiment H Edwards F.C. Hann

W Dyer, Suffolk Regiment W Field A Woollard

C Edwards, Northumberland E Kent C Woollard

Fusiliers A Langford W Woollard

F Edwards, Rifle Brigade H Peacock F Whitehead (Lynford)

W.H. Edwards, H Royal S Causton (Lynford)

Northumberland Fusiliers W Talbot G Brock (Mundford)

W Grass, Rifle Brigade E Randall S Parrott

A.T. Gray, Royal Field Artillery | H Tilney R Button (Mundford)

A Hunter, Norfolk Regiment C.F. Wicks R Newell (Weeting)

C Kent, York and Lancs. P Wilby F Lockwood

Infantry Corps P Wharf J Malt (Weeting)

J Linge, Suffolk Regiment W Wharf W Norton (Weeting)

F.J. Lingwood, Coldstream H.W. Wharf S Crook (Weeting)

Guards J Adams S Wicks

H Rolph, Norfolk Regiment H Austin W Beeton (Lynford)

E Thompson, 13" Hussars H Baker H Fincham (Wilton)

W.M. Tuck, Suffolk Regiment R Cole F Green (Wilton)

W Valil, Rifle Brigade B Docking F Arnold (Wilton)

W.T. Westlake Norfolk A.A. Field F Shearwood (Mundford)

Regiment S Field E Roper (Lynford)

M.C. Butcher, Norfolk P Glaister H Browning (Ickburgh)

Regiment L Gostling J Chilvers (Ickburgh)

T Grass, Rifle Brigade F Hensby A Browning (Ickburgh)

E.A. Whitta, 3 Battalion, E Johnson J Bly (Ickburgh)

Norfolk Regiment W Johnson A.J. Bly (Ickburgh)
S Lingwood J Dowing (Lynford)
A.F. Mutum H Plumb (Weeting)
J Noble E.J. Newell (Weeting)
R Norton H Newell (Weeting)
W Royal E Steward (Weeting)
B.A. Sutton C Dickerson (Weeting)
C Talbot Harry Royal (Weeting)
F Talbot Hector Royal (Weeting)
H Thompson A Drake (Weeting)

4t NORFOLKS
(TERRITORIALS)
C Baxter

F Edwards

J Singleton

A Pryke

A Hunt

R Godbold (Feltwell)
F Hicks

C Talbot

A Malt (Wilton)

G Green (Wilton)
H Field

OTHER REGIMENTS
W.G. Lingwood, Norfolk
Regiment

H Grass, Rifle Brigade

A Halls, Norfolk Regiment
J English, R.G.A.
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Page 5,

NORFOLK TERRITORIAL RESERVE BATTALIONS.

September

19th

Page 1, BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

ggftember SURFACE WATER AT BRANDON
AA PUBLI C SCANDALDO
A meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday, Mr A.W. Rought-
Rought presiding.
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST SMALL POX
A letter was received from the Local Gover nmen
importance of having in immediate readiness adequate arrangements for dealing with any cases of
small pox. The Board pointed out that under present conditions the introduction of disease was not
unlikely, and the prevention of its spread would depend almost entirely on the efficiency of the
arrangements previously made.
The Clerk said so far as this Council was concerned they were ready with their small pox hospital to
deal with an outbreak at any time.
TREASURER®S ACCOUNT
It was reported that the Treasurer had received £498 4s 9d. After payment of current accounts there
would remain a balance of £291 3s 3d.
SURFACE WATER AT BRANDON
With regard to the accumulation of surface water on the Thetford Road, Brandon, the Clerk to the
West Suffolk County Council wrote stating that the Highways and Bridges Sub-Committee had under
consideration a scheme for taking the surface water through property belonging to Mr Mount into a
chalk pit. Mr Mount agreed to this course, but had since objected on the grounds of health. The sub-
committee had therefore instructed their Surveyor to consider what other means could be adopted for
the disposal of surface water.
Colonel Spragge said the present condition of things was a public scandal.
The Clerk was instructed to write to the County Authority asking them to expedite matters and
pointing out that during the last few days the accumulation of surface water had been a very serious
nuisance.

Page 1, BURGLARY AT BRANDON

gg,ftembef Ex-CONVICT COMMITTED TO THE ASSIZES

AiwouLD RATHER DIE THAN GO BACK TO PRI SONO

Within twenty-four hours of being discharged at Thetford, where he was brought before the
magistrates for failing to report himself, an ex-convict on licence, named James Turner, was arrested
at Brandon on Friday, on a charge of burglary at the Great Eastern Hotel.

He appeared at a special sitting of the Brandon Petty Sessional Court on Monday, before Colonel
Mackenzie (who presided), Colonel Spragge D.S.O., Colonel Hamilton, and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought,
charged with burglariously entering the dwelling house of Thomas Ernest Gore, the landlord of the
Great Eastern Hotel, and stealing the sum of £1 3s 4%d together with a bottle of ginger brandy, and
half a box of cigarettes.

Thomas Ernest Gore deposed that on Thursday night he locked up his house about 11pm, seeing
that all the windows downstairs were shut and all the blinds drawn. He had previously counted the
money in the till, where he had left 23s 4%d including a half crown piece, a two shilling piece, and

(continued)
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(continued)

five threepenny pieces, two of which were new ones. When he came down the next morning about
6.30am he found the counter open. One sash of the window was pulled half way down and the blind
was up. On going to the till to get some change he found it was empty. He missed a box half full of
6Chahmandéds No. 1 Virginiad cigarettes, as wel/l
been about three parts full of ginger brandy. He gave information to the police. He was able to
identify the bottles produced as those that had been among his stock. They were supplied by
Morganés of Norwich, and the corks had been dr
attached to his counter. A pane of glass was broken in the commercial room window. The window
had a patent catch and could not be opened from the outside.

Replying to the prisoner, witness said there was plenty of room for him (prisoner) to get through the
window in the bar.

Stanley George Bloomfield, gatekeeper, in the employ of Great Eastern Railway at Brandon Station,
said his gate was about 50 yards from the Great Eastern Hotel. About 2am on Friday morning
witness was in his hut, when he saw the prisoner pass over the level crossing in the direction of
Brandon. Witness saw prisoner again at about 3am. He had re-passed over the crossing, and was
going along the Mundford Road. So far as witness could say the prisoner was sober. Witness had
received some information about the prisoner, and was on the look out for him. Prisoner was not
carrying anything.

The prisoneri A Di d eyeoumes enter this place?o0

Witnessi i No . 0

Robert Patterson, forester of Weeting, stated that at about 6.10am on Friday he saw the prisoner at
the four cross ways at Weeting. Prisoner was drunk. He had two bottles with him, and gave witness

a drink out of the ginger brandy bottle. The other was a whiskey bottle, which was empty.

The Magistrates Clerki i Di d he say where he had got it fro
Witnessi fi No , but he pulled some money out of his
enough moneytobuy some more. o

Witness added that prisoner finished the ginger brandy, and threw the bottle away. Prisoner had got
more cigarettes with him, and gave witness two. Prisoner went away towards Brandon.

Prisoneri iHow do you know | was drunk?o
WithessiiBcause you were rolling about. o
Prisoner _ ADidndét | tell you | had worked for

Witnessi i No . 0

Prisoneri A Di dndt you think | was generous minded t
Witnessi fi No , I didndt. o

George Gillings, of the West Suffolk Constabulary Reserve, said on being informed, at 10am on
Friday, that the Great Eastern Hotel had been entered, he made inquiries, and found the accused at
Mr Greenb6és shop in High Street. Pr i s o rateathouse dadl
been broken into during the night, and that he would have to go with him to the police station.
Prisoner became very violent, and witness had to get assistance from Mr Grimes. On searching the
prisoner, he found one half-crown, one two-shilling piece, three shilling pieces, twenty-one sixpenny
pieces, and five threepenny pieces, and three and fourpence halfpenny in coppers. Among the coins
were two new threepenny pieces. Witness al so
pac ket of 6Pl ayerds Navy Cutd cigarettes, and t

Inspector Mobbs deposed that at 1130pm on Thursday he was on duty near the Great Eastern Hotel,
Brandon, when he saw the prisoner coming from the direction of the bar window. Witness said,

iwhat are you doing there?o0 He replied, #Al wa
and you had better be getting out of the town?
you would let me sit in the cell forthe night . 0 Witness said he coul d

would go into the county of Norfolk and lay down by the side of the road for the night. Witness had
never seen the man before. Prisoner was perfectly sober. The next day, on returning to the police
station, witness found the prisoner in custody. He charged him with burglariously breaking and
entering the Great Eastern Hotel and stealing
would rather die than go back to Dartmoor Prison.o On Sunday witness mad
the prisoner, and found on him two sixpences and twopence in bronze.

Prisoner was committee for trial at the next Assizes.

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Bench to Mr Grimes for the help he had rendered the
police in this case. He believed it was not the first time Mr Grimes had assisted the police.
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Page 4,
September
26th

THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL
A special meeting of the Thetford Town Council was held on Thursday. The Deputy Mayor (Mr R
Tilley) presided.

BRANDON BRIDGE

A letter was received from Mr M Froud, who act
Brandon Bridge required a few repairs. One of the buttresses was dislodged and there was a hole in
the parapet. The bricks were loose, and the children had been throwing them into the river.

The Town Clerk (Mr J Houchen) said he had seen Mr Froud who would like a small committee to
inspect the bridge.

Councillor Wood thought it was very necessary the repairs should be carried out. It was an old

bridge, and once it began it would soon go all to pieces.

Councillors Woods and Wilson were appointed to inspect the bridge and report.

Page 2, LOCAL NAVY MEN

October 3" In addition to the large number of its townsmen who are serving their country in various branches of
the Armyj, it is interesting to note that Brandon is well represented in the Navy.
Harold Spragge, midshipman, (H.M.S. Audacious),
Charles H Bullock (H.M.S. Mars)
Robert Plumb (H.M.S Berwick)
Fred Thompson (H.M.S. Dido)
Harry Shaw Tuck (H.M.S. Savage)
William Carter (H.M.S. Swiftsure)
William Kent, at Shotley

Page 3, LOCAL CASUALTIES

October 3 | BRANDON RESERVISTS WOUNDED
Information has been received that Private Charles Ashley Death and Private William Dixon, of
Brandon, have been wounded during the fighting in France.
Private Ashley Death, who is in the Norfolk Regiment, has written to his relatives at Town Street
stating that he was in hospital in France with a wound in the arm. He was doing well, but was likely to
be there some time.
At the period of mobilisation he had been on the reserve for six years. He first of all served in the 3
Battalion Suffolk Regiment, and was afterwards in the Norfolks. He was sent to South Africa in the
closing stages of the war. He had been in employment in London, but was spending a holiday in
Brandon when the message came summoning him to rejoin his regiment, and he was sent to France
with the Expeditionary Force.
Private William Dixon, of the 3" Norfolks, also lives at Town Street, and has written home stating that
he is wounded in the shoulder, and is in the Collegiate Hospital, Sheffield. He is stated to be going on
wel | and expects to return home in about a uffieer
years.

Page 5, BRANDON MEN KILLED AND WOUNDED

October 3" The sad intelligence has been received at Brandon of the death of Private Spalding, who was killed in
battle in France. This information has been received by his grandmother, Mrs Spalding, o f Hi
Further information has been received of Brandon men being wounded. Private Robert William
Dixon, of Town Street, who is in hospital in Sheffield, and Private Charles Ashley Death, who is
reported to be in France.

Page 2, PETTY SESSIONS

October 10™

Sir John Aird, the new owner of Brandon Park, occupied a seat on the Bench at Brandon Petty
Sessions for the first time on Monday.

Page 2,
October 10™

DANGEROUS DRIVING

Before Colonel Mackenzie (who presided), Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, and Sir John Aird, at Brandon
Petty Sessions on Monday, Walter Howard, dealer of Brandon, was charged with furiously driving a
carriage to the danger of the public on London Road, on 8" September. He pleased not guilty.

Dr Trotter gave evidence to the effect that he was cycling, towards Brandon on the London Road,
when he heard the sound of a galloping horse approaching from the Old Maltings turning, and he had
just time to get his bicycle to the far side of the road when he saw the defendant driving a horse
attached to a trap. Had witness not heard the galloping of the horse it would have been over him.
The horse was not running away, and after the defendant turned on to London Road he continued
driving furiously. There were several women standing at the end of the Old Maltings turning.

(continued)
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(continued)

Inspector Mobbs said at 5.30pm on the 8" he saw the defendant drive past at a speed dangerous to

the public. I n the witness®6 opi ni o.nAféweninutess g o
afterwards Dr Trotter came to the Police Station and complained about the defendant. Witness
afterwards saw Howard, and said he would most

Brandon donét know nothing. o

The Clerki i Was mtame sober ?0

WitnessiiHe had been drinking when | saw him, but
Defendanti il dondét drink beer. Il am a teetotaller
12 miles an hour. The most it could do was from eight to nine miles.

The Chairmani il f t here had been any children about
Defendanti Aino, sir . I could pull the pony wup in t
Inspector Mobbs said he was continuously receiving complaints from residents in Brandon of the
furious rate at which defendant drove about the street. He had cautioned Howard on two occasions,
and told him he would be summoned if he did not drive steadier.

Defendant said he had poni es, othdrs. edhadue drive todhe bebtt
of his ability. He had driven in bigger towns than this and had had no complain whatever.

The Bench ordered defendant to pay a fine of 5s, with 8s 6d costs, the alternative being 14 days.

Page 3,
October 10"

DODGING GERMAN SHRAPNEL

BRANDON RESERVI ST6S EXPERI ENCE
iGer man shrapnel on bursting shoot forward, an
them. o Thus said Private William Dixon, of To
the Aisne, and returned home on leave last Tuesday.

If the long threatened invasion of England by the Germans ever materialises, this advice may come in
useful to some of us who are at present viewing the operations from a distance. As reported last
week, Private Dixon was in hospital at Sheffield, and expected to return home in about a fortnight.
But at the beginning of this week he was told he might go, and, as he put it, was not long in making
up his mind.

Four or five days after disembarking in France he entered the firing line during the earlier stages of
the battle of the Aisne, and had had about thr
temporarily disabled him. He was then in a village about a mile from the river, and was wounded in
the left shoulder, probably by a fragment of the shell.

il waso, he said, itaken to a hospital in the
it, so we had to shift to a farm house about ten miles away. | heard they also bombarded that, but we
had left. | was brought to England with about 250 wounded from different units. The more seriously
wounded were | eft behind. o

Private Dixon speaks highly of the French peop
the Germans, andtheywereab i t hot . 0 He has a whol esome r e
supreme contempt for their rifle fire. The shrapnel shells, however, do not always explode. One

dropped right in the middle of the Regiment, b

Page 2,
October 17

TOBACCO CULTIVATION

An experiment in tobacco growing was made last year by Lieut-Colonel Spragge, D.S.O., on sandy
soil at North Court, Brandon, and was successful. This season he cultivated two acres of the blue
variety, and this was even more successful. Mr George Wood, J.P., also sowed a piece of land, and
this was also a success. A third effort to grow the plant was that made by Mr William Mutum on his
allotment on the London Road, but unfortunately this was not successful. A further experiment was
made by Mr T.A.W. Nicholson on his farm at Weeting, and this was also successful. In each case the
soil was extremely light. The crop is now undergoing the drying process. It is now fully established
that the plant can be successfully grown, and the British Imperial Tobacco Company have shown their
confidence in this by erecting a large curing shed on land on the Weeting Estate, in close proximity to
Brandon Railway Station. Next season it is expected many acres will be devoted to the cultivation of
the plant.
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Page 2,
October 17

PARISH COUNCIL
Mr W Brown presided at a meeting of the Council Schools on Monday, and there were also present -
Messrs G.W. Gentle, H Lingwood, A.W. Rought-Rought and O Chapman.

Tenders were received for painting the Burial Ground gates, and that of Mr A.M. Ness, amounting to
£1 5s, was accepted.

The Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount) reported that the sub-committee appointed to consider the repair of the
Victoria Avenue footpath met on July 15™. It was ascertained that the width of the footpath was 9ft
6in, and the length 340 yards, and that in order to spread it a thickness of two inches, 60 cubic yards
of gravel would be required. He (the Clerk) obtained a quotation for the supply of suitable
Wymondham gravel at 5s 6d per ton. He had also issued notices inviting tenders for carrying out the
work, but none were sent in. Meanwhile the war broke out, and as things were unsettled it was
considered desirable to leave the matter until it had again been before a meeting of the Council.

Mr Gentle said it would be a difficult job to find labour now.

The Clerk said £10 was being raised towards the work, and he estimated that altogether it would cost
from £30 to £32.

The Chairman remarked that the path wanted repairing very badly, only in the circumstances the
committee thought it would be wise to let the matter stand over.

The Clerk said he estimated the gravel would cost about £21, and allowed 1s 6d a ton for carting.

It was decided that the repairs should be carried out, the Clerk being instructed to obtain 50 tons of
gravel as per sample and ten tons of a finer kind for top dressing. He was also instructed to take
steps to get the work done.

The Council agreed to issue a precept for £36 under the Burial Act.

The Chairmani i That is rather more than usual, I bel
The Clerk said it was £6 more. The fact of the matter was that Brandon was very, very healthy,
whatever Dr Spence Low said about it. People certainly did not die. The death rate had been very
low, and he believed the birth rate was high. (Laughter) But if the money did not come in from the
burial they must raise it from the rates.

Mr Gentle asked whether there was any money in hand.

The Clerk said there was practically nothing. He was providing so that they would have a balance in
hand of about £16 at the end of March. At the April meeting there would be a £21 cheque to sign
again, so they would be cutting it rather close.

A precept for £332 for general expenses was also issued.

The Clerk explained that the principal item in that was the repair to the footpath. If that was not done
he estimated they would require £12.

TheChairmaniailt i s decided we must do the footpat h),

With regard to the Gas House Lane footpath a letter was received from the Rural District Council, in
reply to a communication from the Parish Council, stating that the Rural Council were unable to say
whether the path was a public one or not, and it would therefore be unwise for the Parish Council to
repair it. The Parish Council could not repair any footpath the District Council were not liable to
repair.

Mr Gentle said it was a strange thing that they used to repair it, and now would not own it. He had
known it as a public path for 50 years.

Accounts amounting to £34 2s 8d were passed for payment.

Page 2, GIFTS FOR SOLDIERS

October 24" On Monday afternoon, previous to the departure of the recruits who had been home for the weekend,
Mr and Mrs A.E. Chapman and family gave each soldier presents of fruit, tobacco, matches, etc.,
which were greatly appreciated. Mr Chapman is organistatStPet er 6 s Chur ch, an
pleasure of welcoming some who were members of the choir previous to enlisting.

Page 2, NATIONAL RELIEF FUND

October 24" The committee of ladies, appointed at a recent public meeting, to make a house-to-house collection in
Brandon for the Prince of Walesd Fund, have co
sent to the West Suffolk branch of the fund. The amount collected is £69 7s 10d. Various amounts
previously sent to Headquarters were £19 6s 1d, thus making a total of £88 13s 11d for Brandon.
The residents have also given substantial assistance to the local Red Cross Society, and
arrangements have been made for receiving wounded if required.

Page 4, BRIDGE

October 31

The ancient bridge, which spans the Little Ouse river, has this week undergone repairs. The brick
and stone work has been given a coat of cement.
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Page 4,

ALIEN ARRESTED

October 31% | ynder the Alien Act an arrest was made on Monday morning of the only person coming under the Act.
He has held a responsible position in the town in one of the business establishments. The arrest was
carried out under the direction of Superintendent C Heigham, of Mildenhall. Naturally the incident
caused some excitement.

Page 4, LICENSING COMPENSATION

October 31% | A meeting for the final settlement of licenses dealt with by the West Suffolk Licensing Committee was
held at the Shirehall, Bury St Edmunds, on Monday. Colonel, the Hon. H.W.L. Corry presided. The
Three Horse Shoes was dealt with.

The owners were Messrs Clarke Bros., Bury St Edmunds, and the tenant Arthur Reeder. The parties
were represented by Mr G.S. Hindmarsh, of Bury St Edmunds, Mr R.H. Clarke, of the firm, gave
evidence, and said the average sale for the last three years ending July 1914, was 44 barrels and 479
bottles, the average profit being 12s a barrel. The rent was £10 per year. The present tenant had
been in the house 23% years, and had agreed to accept £40. They asked for the sum of £523 2s 6d.
The house was the only one the firm had in the town, and was used by them for distributing goods in
the neighbourhood. The committee approved of the sum of £523 2s 6d and from this sum £40 was to
be paid to the tenant. The firm agreed to this.

Page 5, EASTANGLI AN6S ON ACTI VE SERVI CE

October 31 | BRANDON i Richard Thompson (re-enlisted Royal Artillery Garrison), Sidney Neep, and Gilbert
Daniels. This brings the total to 147.

Page 6, BURGLARY AT BRANDON

October 31% | THREE YEARS FOR A LABOURER
(to be added later)

Page 8, BRANDON MEN CAPTURED

October 31

ANOTHER MISSING
Information has reached Brandon that the Germans have captured two soldiers, belonging to the
town, and that another is missing. The parents of Sergeant Ambrose Field, of the 15t Norfolk
Regiment, who resides at 5 Oddfellows Terrace, Bury Road, first received an intimation from the War
Office that he was wounded at Mons. Since then Sergeant Field sent them a postcard, bearing a
German postmark, stating that he was quite safe and in good health, and they they were not to worry.
It appears he was with the Norfolks at Belfast when the war broke out, and had ill-luck to be wounded
almost as soon as the Expeditionary Force went into action. His message, however, indicates that he
had recovered from his wounds.

Private John Linge, of the 2nd Suffolks, has written to his wife in George Street, Brandon, saying he
had been captured, and was quite well. She had previously been informed by the War Office that her
husband was posted as missing after the engagement at Le Cateau on August 26™. Private Linge
was a Reservist, and was employed by Mr F.W. Gentle, of Brandon. On receiving orders to rejoin the
Army, he proceeded to Bury St Edmunds, and was sent to Ireland, whence he proceeded to the
Front.

Another Brandon Reservist, James Dyer, of the Suffolks, has been reported as missing, and his
relatives, who live on the London Road, have as yet received no details of his whereabouts.
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NOVEMBER

Page 4,
November 7t

HIS 63R° CONVICTION

CHARLES TILNEY GETS ANOTHER THREE MONTHS
At Brandon Petty Session on Monday, present Colonel E.P. Mackenzie (who presided), Colonel
B.C.P. Hamilton, Mr G.W. Woods and Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, Charles Tilney (53), labourer, no fixed
abode, was charged on remand with being drunk and disorderly at Brandon on October 24, He was
further charged with assaulting Pc Aldous, of the Norfolk Police, at the same time, same place.
Prisoner pleaded guilty.

Inspector Mobbs stated that he was near Brandon Railway Station about 9pm when he saw the
accused being ejected from the Great Eastern Railway Hotel. Witness advised Tilney to get out of

the town. Prisoner said, Al shanodotixhx .g@o fPari
away, but witness again saw him on the Thetford Road about 11.30. Tilney was shouting and
swearing. Witness threatened to | ock him up i

that. o Witness took hold of hi m,PcAldous kigkingihenanrthe r
leg twice. Witness threw the prisoner to the ground and handcuffed him. With assistance he then
took prisoner to the Police Station. Tilney was drunk, and continued using bad language.

Pc William Aldous said the prisoner kicked him twice on the right leg, causing the blood to flow.

Prisoner had nothing to say, except to say he
imprisonment with hard labour for being drunk and disorderly, and two months for the assault. This
makes the 63" conviction against Tilney. No fewer than 37 of the offences were committed at
Brandon and 13 at Thetford, while the remainder occurred at various places in the neighbourhood.

Page 4,
November 14"

MR CHAPMAN FOUND

News has at last been received of Mr A.E. Chapman, of Beavor House, who has been missing from
his home for two or three weeks. On Wednesday Mrs Chapman received a telegram from the
Governor of the Brownlow Hill Institution, Liverpool, stating that her husband was there, and that his
memory had failed him. Mrs Chapman left Brandon for Liverpool the same day.

AHALF The story of the 2/6!" (Cyclist) Battalion, Norfolk Regiment and the letters of one young soldier

ﬁgﬁ&g‘m serving in the 15t World War, by Ronald Coxford i The Battalion Chronicle published in October

Page 16 1915 records that on 11" November 1914, shortly after formation and initial training at North
Walsham, the Battalion marched to Brandon in Suffolk. Lt-Col E.R.A. Kerrison was the Commanding
Officer. Whilst the men thought they would be at Brandon until they were armed, clothed and fully
trained, unexpectedly they were instructed by the War Office to go to Bridlington to guard the
Yorkshire coastline.

Page 1, BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

November 215

The meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday. The Rev W.H.
Illingworth presided, and there were also present Messrs H.W. Winter, J Balaam, H Plummer and
W.R. Johnstone.

STREET FLOODING AT BRANDON

A letter was received from the Clerk to the West Suffolk County Council stating that the Highways and
Bridge Sub-Committee had adopted a scheme drawn up by the Surveyor for deposing of the surface
water on Thetford Road, Brandon, by means of a
scheme the latter agreed. The work would be commenced as soon as possible.

Mr Winter said the way the water had been allowed to lay on the road was scandalous. It was a
disgrace to the place.

Page 2,
November 215

BOWLS CLUB

A meeting of the C.E.M.S. Bowls Club was held at the Church Institute on Monday, Mr J Cooper
presiding. The Hon Secretary and Treasurer (Mr F.J. Mount) presented the accounts which were
passed as satisfactory. Suggestions were put forward for improving the green during the winter
months, and it is hoped that next season the club will be in a position to arrange matches with
neighbouring clubs.

Page 2,
November 215

COLONEL B.E. SPRAGGE

A well-deserved honour has been conferred on Lieut-Colonel Basil E Spragge, D.S.O., of North
Court, Brandon. He was | ate of the Kingds Own
temporary Lieut-Colonel of the Loyal Suffolk Hussars. He fought in the Boer War, and had the honour
of being one of King Georgeds bodyguards at th
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Page 2,
November 21°

ENTERTAINMENT

Members of the Band of Hope, connected with the Wesleyan Sunday School, gave a capital
entertainment on Wednesday evening. The Rev Irving Davis presided. The programme was as
follows i

Stella Presland i Recitationsi A Openi ng Reci tationo,

AdaDyeri APl ease Listeno,

Elsie Boughen i reading,

EvaDyerisol o, ®ArLDttl e

Sarah Woolsey, Alec Parrott and Violet Goreir eci t ati ons, fAThey Must B
Doris Casson and Stella Preslandi si ngi ng, fAThree Girlso, recita
Miss AnnieDyerir eadi ng, #fAAn Occasional Gl assbo

Daisy Whitta i song,

Eva Dyer, Rose Shinn and Ruby Rudd i recitations,
Miss Elsie Presland i solo,

Miss Cissie Newton i recitations,

Mrs Brearley i solo,

Ruby Bennett i recitation,

Miss Ethel Goose 1 reading,

The Misses Read and Parrott i duet,

Miss Lily Morley i recitation.

Page 2,
November 21

TRACED BY HIS OWN MUSIC

It is a remarkable circumstance that Mr A.E. Chapman whose temporary disappearance from home
was occasioned by loss of memory, was traced by means of a to the Benedicite composed by
himself. As reported last week, Mrs Chapman received a wire stating that Mr Chapman was in an
institute at Liverpool. She immediately went there and accompanied him back to Brandon. It appears
that Mr Chapman played the Benedicite in the presence of the Chaplain of the hospital at Liverpool.
By means of much questioning the Chaplain ascertained that the piece of music published by Novello
and Co. He wrote to that firm, who were abl e
that until this was received his memory concerning Brandon was a complete blank. Both he and Mrs
Chapman are very grateful to those of their friends who extended sympathy and help to the family in
their trouble.

Page 2,
November 21

TROOPS AT BRANDON

In common with other towns in the district, Brandon has been called upon to accommodate a
considerable number of Territorials during the last few days, although in this case the stay was not
long. The men arrived on Thursday week and remained until Wednesday morning, being billeted on
the townspeople. The latter were in no way behind their neighbours in making the military visitors as
comfortable as possible and in taking steps to provide amusements for them. To this end a
committee was formed to consider what could be done in the way of supplying the troops with means
for recreation, as well as literature, stationery, etc. The short stay of the men prevented much being
done on the present occasion, but the committee, consisting of the following ladies and gentlemen,
will be prepared to carry out their good intentions on behalf of any troops who may hereafter take up
quarters in the town.

Mrs George Clarke, Mrs Oscar Lingwood, Mrs Morris, Mrs Tyzack, Mrs Teed, Miss Owles, Mrs Harry
Lingwood, Mrs Hamilton, Mrs Trotter, Mrs Fred Wood, Mrs Burton, the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt),
the Rev P.L. Janez, the Rev Irving Davies, Colonel C.P. Hamilton, Dr W.O. Trotter, the Rev C.R.
Bartram, Messrs A.W. Rought-Rought, F.W. Gentle, G.W. Gentle, F Farrow, F Brown, W Clark, W.J.
Murrell, Collen, F. Rissbrook, and H Lingwood.

On Sunday afternoon the soldiers attended the C.E.M.S. service at the Parish Church. The service
was taken by the Rector, and the sermon was preached by the Rev Colin A.F. Campbell (Rector of
Feltwell), who made a touching allusion to the death of Lord Roberts. The service was choral, Mr C
Garner Richards being at the organ. At the cl
Campbell.
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Page 2,
November 28"

BRANDON R. A. M. C. MAN SEES ADREADFUL SI GHTSO®
Several interesting letters have been received from Private Charles Edwards, of Brandon, who is with
the R.A.M.C. Cavalry Field Ambulance.

In a letter to his wife he writes 1

fiwhen one sees the dreadful sights out here of
the poor dazed people crying, as they (the Germans) do not stop for what house they shell, it makes
one turn off over as they are seen by the thou
any har m. The people at home dondt know anyth

In writing to his parents he remarks 1

iWwe have been having a rough time of it lately
outto doit. This is where some ought to be if they think they are brave, as there has been a few
sights up to the present time that would make your blood run cold. No one can realise what it is like
when the shells drop round about and you hear them going off. They make one look round, as one
does not know whether they are going to drop against one or not. We have had some narrow
escapes now and then. [ think that game is over now, as they have got a lot of big guns, and we have
not been so far into their firing lines just lately.

We are getting some shelter at nights. It is cold night and morning frosts. We are getting a day or
twobs rest, and we can do with it, as you wil!/
with the Lincolns, and you can guess what they went through by the papers (1t November) night and
day. So father would like to be where | am. Well, I am thinking he would like to be somewhere else
when éJack Johnsonsd are dropping about. We a
our ground. o

In his letter to his brother, after expressing thanks for the tobacco, he says i

fi s e e s o medondbys, and baveBseen young Bob Bull/ock(?)/ard(?), of the 16" Lancers.
Then | saw Corporal Edgar (?)ton of the 3" Hussars, and Ernie Carter on the 4th. He is with the 4t
Dragoon Guards. Please say best respects to the Brandon boys.

Page 4,
November 28"

LORD ROBERTS
The organist (Mr A.E. Chapman) played the fADea
in memory of the late Lord Roberts.

Page 4,
November 28"

APPOINTMENT

Mr Robert Peel, late of Lucknow Villa, Brandon, Suffolk,and 1s*Bat t al i on Duke of
Infantry, has been appointed Captaininthe 7" ( Ser vi ce) Battalion Duke
stationed at Woking, Surreyi 6 London Gazettebd.

Page 4, SUCCESSFUL POULTRY

November 28" | \1r £\, Gentle, of Brandon, was a successful exhibitor at the annual show of the Norfolk and Suffolk
Fanciers6 Association, hel d at " NevemBe.rHe wdt adcdnd
prize in the Indian game cock or hen section, and in the class for Faverolles took 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
prizes.

Page 4, THE RIVER

November 28"

The oldest residents of Brandon declare they have never previously seen the water so low in the river
at the bridge. In places there is only a stream just sufficient to cover the mud or stones. Mr A Towler
has this week cleared a quantity of mud away from the bridge.

Page 4,
November 28"

LETTERS FROM THE FRONT

Mrs Carter, of George Street, has received a post card from her husband, Driver W Carter, who is in
France and had not previously been heard from. He reports himself well. Complaints are made that
letters and parcels sent to France are not delivered to the men they are sent to, and others have a
difficulty in getting letters home.
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Page 5,
November 28"

BRANDON ARTILLERYMAN AT YPRES

OGETTI NG THE EBST OF THEMO
Writing to his parents at Brandon, Private Ernest Thompson, of the Horse Artillery, states that he is in
good health and spirits, and they are not to worry about him. He adds i

i We ar e r oYprasganathedighting has been very hard, and we are getting the best of
them,. This battle alone has been going on 28 days up to today. My chum told me that the Norfolk
Yeomanry passed us the other day, but | did not see them. | thought some of the Kents might be with
them.

We had a bit of a snow storm here today, and it was a bit cold, but never mind we shall all do our
share and do it with a good will .o

In conclusion, Private Thompson asks for some cigarettes to be sent out to him, and says, they could
not buy any there because the towns are knocked to pieces and the people gone.

Page 5,
November 28"

BRANDON CONSTABLE IN THE R.F.A.

Mrs Gray, of the Brandon Police Station, has received a letter dated 15" November, from her
husband (Gunner Arthur Gray) who was Police Constable at Brandon, but rejoined his regiment at the
outbreak of the war. He is now with the 125t Battery of the Royal Field Artillery. He says 1

AfiJust a Iine to | et you know | [@essedwith thegaperesdt | a
interesting to read. | received a parcel. It contained a woollen helmet, muffler and a tin of tobacco.
The weather is very cold; we had a frost last night and a little snow this morning. Everywhere here is
all mud. We are a little way from the fighting, having a rest, and trimming up the guns and harness.
The poor horses are having a rough time now. The land around here is all very heavy, and the guns
want a lot of pulling through it. This weather will upset them. One thing, we do get plenty of good

food and we are stopping at a farm so we sleep in the barn. It is better than sleeping out in the open.
We were going to have a church service today, but it turned out so wet. Remember me to all at
Brandon. 0o

Page 5,
November 28"

VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS

CONDITIONS OF RECOGNITION BY THE WAR OFFICE
In answer to a number of questions as to the recognition of voluntary associations for national
defence, Mr Tennant (Under-Secretary for War), in a printed answer, says that the question whether
each association will be recognised as combatant in the event of invasion is still under consideration.
He also reports a letter from Sir Reginald Brace to Lord Desborough, president of the General
Association Volunteer Training Corps, in which it is stated that the Army Council are prepared to grant
recognition to the association as long as a responsible officer, approved by the War Office, is its
adviser, and will extend recognition to each Volunteer Forces and rifle clubs, etc., as may become
affiliated to the association.

The conditions of recognition are, as stated in the same letter,

A That only the names of those can be registered who are not eligible through age to serve in
the Regular or Territorial Army, or are unable to do so for some genuine reason (in the latter
case they must agree to enlist if specially called upon);

That no arms or ammunition, or clothing will be supplied from public sources, nor financial
assistance given;

That there may be uniformity of dress in individual organisations provided that no badges of
rank are worn, and that the dress is distinguishable from that of Regular and Territorial units;
That members will be allowed to wear as a distinctive badge in a red armlet of a breadth of
three inches withtheletter s A G. R. 06 inscribed thereon;

That the accepted military ranks and titles will not be used, and no uniform worn except when
necessary for training;

That there shall be no form of attestation involving an oath;

And that it will be open to Army recruiting officers to recruit any members found eligible for the
Regular Army whose presence in the corps is not accounted for by some good and sufficient
reason.

> > > > >
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DECEMBER

Page 2,
December 51

BRANDON RIFLEMAN IN THE TRENCHES
Ri fl eman W AComdarey)y3d Rifte Brigads, 8" Division, writing to Mrs Ashley of Brandon,
states 1

iSince writing you | ast we have moved into tre
long. We can see and hear the Germans quite plain from where we are. Yesterday we heard the
German6s bugler sounding the Reveille. We hav

snipers watching our trench line, and they are a bit handy with the Jack Johnsons. We are having a
bit of wintry weather here now. The frost is severe, but it is better than the rain, as we have a hard
job to keep our clothes dry. o

Page 2,
December 51

BRANDON HEROG6S DEATH

For some time great fears have existed relative to the fate of Private Leonard Carter, son of Mrs
Carter, Broom Hall, Brandon. Even yet Mrs Carter has received no intimation from the War Office,
but the letter of a comrade unfortunately removes any doubt that he has been killed in action.

Private Leonard Carter was one of four brothers, all serving their country. He formerly belonged to
the 7t Dragoon Guards, but was transferred to the 4, and it was Private P Frost of the 4t Dragoon
Guards, who in most sympathetic terms conveyed the sad tidings to the family. Addressing his letter
to a sister of the deceased, he writes |

Alt is my painful duty to inform you that your
near St Ives, onor about 11"Oct ober ¢é | and Leonard were the
worked at Great Barton, also when he came home fromthe 7"Dr agoon Guards ¢é H
deat h. We buried him beside a Railway Station

It may be added that Mrs Carterds other sonsces
Corporal, and now at the Front; Private Edward Carter, who has enlisted in the new Army; and Private
H Carter, who enlisted in Canada, and expects to come to England in January.

Page 2,
December 5%

WOUNDED
Mrs Edwards, of Thetford Road, Brandon, has been informed that her husband, Private William
Edwards, has been wounded in battle, and is how in hospital.

Page 4,
December 5%

SPECIAL CONSTABLE BADGES

It will be noticed that the special constable in Brandon have been supplied with small brass discs, to
be continuously worn on their coats. The idea seems to be to enable the public more readily to
recognise those who are authorised to act in this capacity than would perhaps be the case if the
official badges were only donned when the constables were actually on duty.

Page 4,
December 12

PETTY SESSIONS
For the first time this year there were no cases to be heard by magistrates at the monthly meeting of
the Petty Sessions on Monday.

Page 4,
December 12

REMARKABLE DISCOVERY

Aremarkabledisc overy was made on Tuesday in a bulloc
Mr F. W. Gentl edbs sl aughterhouse and a youth na
intact, though the end had been bent. It has been placed in the hands of a jeweller to be restored as

a memento.
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Page 4,
December 12

WARM CLOTHING FOR THE TROOPS

On the initiation of Mrs Hamilton, an admirable scheme for providing warm clothing for the troops at
the front has been put into operation in Brandon. The matter was fully considered at a meeting held
at Colonel Hamiltonds residence on Wednesday o
already 80 of the townspeople have become contributors.

The chief idea is to make the scheme as comprehensive as possible. To this end subscriptions have
been restricted to not more than three pence a week. All classes of people thus have an opportunity
of doing their share in providing comforts for the men in the fighting line. Thanks to the loyal co-
operation of the head teachers, even the elementary school children are able to give their pence and
half have in two weeks subscribed upwards of 30s. The funds will be used for providing material and
articles, consisting chiefly of socks, helmets, and such things will be made at home. Once a week the
billiard room at Col onel Hamil tonds house wil|l
deliver the completed articles and receive the wool for making others. The finished garments will be
dispatched either to the overseas base of the Expeditionary Force or to Lady French, who will
presumably forward them to the front. By this means it is hoped a constant supply will be sent from
Brandon throughout the winter. Mrs Hamilton received valuable assistance in the matter of
organisation from Miss Owles and Miss Marjorie Wood, and Miss Taylor has undertaken the duties of
secretary. Mrs Appleby, Head Mistress of the
Infants, have also given most useful service in supervising the scheme as far as the schools are
concerned.

Page 4,
December 12

i WAR SONGS OLD AND NEWO

This formed the subject of an extremely interesting lecture delivered by Mr Benson Heskins, in
connection with the Chutydthe Ghdrch Bstitgte, amMbnddye Thé s So
meeting was open to the townspeople generally, and the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt) presided over a
large gathering. Musical illustrations were supplied by a special choir, consisting of Mrs Collins, Miss
Tyzack, Miss Hardy, Miss Woodrow, Messrs Ridsdale, Boughen, Tyzack, Farrow, and Mount, whose
singing throughout reached a high standard and was much appreciated.

A reference to the Welsch songs offered the <ch
by the Welsh soldiers at Mons. It was pointed out that many of the Irish songs use din the Army were
modern, including O0Tipperaryd, stated to be th
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Page 5,
December 12

BRI TI SH LANCEROGS THRILLI NG STORY

i ONE NOO NUAL ROARDO

BURIED ALIVE IN THE TRENCHES

In a letter to Colonel Hami |l ton of Br an ddancers,L a

3rd Cavalry Brigade, has written a thrilling narrative of the desperate fighting in Flanders last month.

fi A shavé a few minutes to spare, | thought | would write to you a few lines of what we have been
through this last month. The worst really started on November 4™, when we were ordered up to the
trenches, | cannot state where the trenches are, as it is not allowed, but anyhow on November 4t we
were exceedingly lucky, as from the early hour
continuous roar of 6Jack Johnsonsdé, or O6coal b
But November 5™ | shall never forget. The Germans got the range of our trenches with their shells,
but our boys would not give in, not even after three lots got buried alive in the trenches by the coal
boxes. We lost poor Captain Onslow, our squad leader, who had half his head blown off, also Major
Dickson, who was shot while going back to the trenches to cheer his men up, as on our left the report
came through that the Germans had broken through the French lines. It was a mistake, and through
that mistake Major Dickson was killed. | really forget our total loss that day, but it was the worst day
that we have had. | saw some awful sights with the wounded, as | had my cycle behind the hayricks,
and every time we went back with a message we were followed by the German snipers and shrapnel
while going through Woverton, which was a quarter of a mile from the trenches, and, of course, the
Germans practically destroyed that.

About 9.30 the boys came to relieve us, and | saw Captain Halls, and had a talk with him. Whilst they
were relieving us they had one killed and ten wounded, so you can guess what it was like. We then
went back for 48 hoursd rest. Then we went to
was dark. Then the snipers got at it, which makes it very uncomfortable. We were relieved there,

and went back to Woverton trenches to relieve the 200 Hu s s ar s . Here | saw
met both of them, and | have also met some of the Brandon boys, whom | was very glad to see.

| enclose you a cutting from the paper, which dates back to October 15™, and it was there we had a
lively time. It was where our artillery men handled one of their guns in the main street. When it was
fired the noise was dreadful, and the poor women and children screaming. It was shocking to see
and hear them. | really cannot express what it was like that night, as the place was all lit up with
burning houses, and the Germans were one end of the town and us the other. The civilian people
were in the town and us the other. The civilian people were in the town afraid to move. It was also
one of the nearest times | had of getting hit. | was sent along the main road and ran across a patrol of
Germans 300 yards from me. | was lucky enough to fire a round off just as four of them were getting
into a kneeling position to have a pot at us. But as soon as | fired they disappeared round the corner.
Had | been a second later they would have had me and my three other men.

I had another narrow escape whilst our regiment were taking Mont de Cats, a place close to Canstre.
We were leading squad, and our patrols were sent out. It was a very thick morning. The squad got to
Caustre all right. Then our patrol ran across the German barricades, and at one of them we lost
Sergeant Cooper and Private Richardson, whom the Germans murdered because he (Sergeant
Cooper) stopped another patrol from being caught in the trap the same as he was. The Germans hid
from the barricade. After he got through he spotted them, and gave the others the signal to go back.
Before Sergeant Cooper could turn round they had him. The others got away. Another report came
in to say that Mr MacNeill was killed and Mr Avis was wounded, and it was their first time under fire.

€ Then we modyaadl hdda potwshot. The squad galloped across country, and we
cyclists had to go by road. We had hardly turned the corner when four Germans came galloping
round. Instead of coming for us, which would have been an easy thing for them, they turned sharply
into a gap leading to a house. | threw my cycle down and rushed up to where they went through.
They were going for their lines across some fields, but two were missing. | fired at the two going
across the fields. As | fired one of them, who was caught in a trap between a house and a fence,
looked round, and it was then | spotted him. | turned my rifle on to him and killed him the first shot, as
the poor devil was only ten yards from me. But | could not spare him after what they did to poor
Richardson.

must bri ni sh, as it is

Now | ng this to a fi
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Page 8,
December 12

BRANDON SAILOR IN THE EAST

CONVOYING INDIAN TROOPS

A letter has been received by Mr H Docking, of Town Street, Brandon, from his son, Corpora P.E.
Docking, on H.M.S. Swiftsure.

il received your |l etter, quite safe at Port Sa
and at present it looks as if we shall spend Christmas this year in Egypt. At any rate when the Turks
arrive they will receive a rather warm reception, as we are well prepared to defend it any point, if they
thought of stopping us from taking troops from India. Germany dragged them into the war too late, as
we have just brought our last convoy through the Canal from India, so altogether we have escorted
160 transports to France. | see by the papers the Germans do not go much on them either, at any

rate if they (Germans) wasno6ét any more they ca
eager to come over. | do not think there is any doubt who will win, although it may be several months
before it is all finished. It is awfully cold

it would be like coming home to England in winter. | shall not be sorry to get back to dear old
England, as | have seen quite enough of the Eastern Hemisphere, as since we left we have steamed
36, 000 miles, 15, 500 of them since the war st
have been through. o

Page 1,
December 19"

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday, when
there were presenti Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, who presided, Messrs J Balaam, H Plummer, J
Pickering, W.H. Johnstone, W Durrant, and the Rev W.H. lllingworth.

ACCOUNTS
Accounts amounting to £253 6s 10d were passed for payment.

THE INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES

The report of the Joint Committee with regard to the Inspector of Nuisances having been received, it
was agreed that the Council were of the opinion that under the circumstances Mr Miller should
receive full pay for six months from the date of his accident, and that the question of remuneration
after that period be further considered in January.

DIPHTHERIA AT BRANDON

The Medical Officer of Health reported that three cases of diphtheria and one case of scarlet fever at
Brandon had been notified. The first case of diphtheria was a soldier, and the second occurred in the
same house. In the third case of diphtheria, and the case of scarlet fever, there was no obvious
source of infection.

MILITARY TRAFFIC AND THE ROADS

The Clerk (Mr J Houchen) read a letter from the Road Board relative to alleged damage to the district
roads by military traffic, and ¢ogekher with a planshowingc o
the sections of the road on which the alleged damage had taken place. They also asked for
particulars of the cost of maintenance of the sections concerned for the last five years.

The Clerk said he took it that, up to the present, there had not been very much damage to the roads,
but there would be before the military had done with them. He suggested that the Surveyor be
instructed to prepare a plan of the roads, and request the Road Board to send down to inspect the
roads at the present time with a view to a further inspection when the extra traffic had ceased.

It was reported that the Euston to Barnham road was in a very bad state, although a month ago it was
very good.

The Surveyor (Mr Davey) said he could not possibly estimate the damage at present.

The Rev W.H. lllingworth pointed out that the Council were now doing a lot more repairing than usual,
owing to the increased traffic.

The Surveyor was instructed to prepare a plan of the roads concerned, and keep a strict account of
the wear and tear.

TREASURER®S ACCOUNT
It was reported that the Treasurer had received £195 2s 10d and had a balance in hand of £117 11s
6d.
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Page 2,
December 19"

AA BI'T OF PEPPER TO GO ON WI THOo
Mr and Mrs James Abigail, of Town Street, Brandon, have received a letter form their brother-in-law,

Driver E Thompson (Brandon), of O6KG&6 Battery, R
He says i

il am well and quite safe. At the present tim
line last Sunday, and a rest will be nice for us. We needed on e after being up seven weeks. It was a
rough time but we stuck to it. We dondt get m
a nice country, but poor old Belgium is nearly knocked down. It is a shame for it is a nice place. |
dondt know how |l ong rest we shall get, maybe a

are away. | saw in the paper they keep enlisting new recruits and | think it is a good thing every
young man that can enlist should for the sake of the old country. We have plenty of old excitement to

|l ast us a while, plenty of 6Jack Johnsonsdé fly
| think they are just about on their last course, | hope so anyway. They cannot last such a long while
now, as the people tell us they get beat where

In a letter written to Mr W Darling, at Brandon Fields, he says i

iwe have had a jolly stiff time out her etexplaidit. w
They (the Germans) tried hard to take Ypres, but they cannot. The troops they have lost are
uncountable. One can see them lying all over the place. When one gets hold of them on does not
seem as if one could give them any mercy, but you know an Englishman has not got the cruelty in

him as they have.

I think we have got over the worst of it this way. We had some rough weather, plenty of rain, and a
good bit of snow. There has been some fighting here, but the Germans have always come off worse
and they deserve it, they are a cruel lot. Poor Belgium has suffered. Their homes are gone and their
belongings knocked to the ground in every place. To see the poor people and children going along
the roads is heart rending. Mothers with their little ones in their arms. We have given the Germans a
bit of pepper to go on with. You will soon have Christmas on you. | hope you will have a good one.
We will have ours out here and make the most of it. We shall be in the fighting line | reckon at
Christmas, but never mind, everybody has got t

Page 4,
December 26"

BRANDON PARK
Sir John and Lady Aird have taken up their residence at Brandon Park. This is the first time since Sir
John purchased the estate.

Page 4,
December 26™

WOUNDED BY SHELL 7 Private William Tuck, of 2" Suffolks, who has for some time been in
hospital recovering from wounds received in action, returned to his home at Railway Cottages this
week. He went into the firing line five days after landing in France, and has taken part in a great deal
of the terrible fighting which occurred in the first three months of the war. Private Tuck prefers not to
speak of his experiences. He was wounded by shell in the left foot in the neighbourhood of Ypres,
and on being brought to England was admitted to the hospital at Cambridge, being afterwards
transferred to a convalescent home at St. Neots.

Page 8,
December 26™

BRANDON GUNERG6S WORST MARCH.
ASLEEP WHILE WALKING.
GERMANS SHELLING CHURCHES.

The ordeal of a ten daysd conti nuay®ormeargpoick i s
constable at Brandon, in a letter to Inspector Mobbs, of that town.

iwe are all sticking to the Germans hot and st
present. We had a very rough time at the start, marchingdayandni ght wi th only g
by the roadside. It was the worst march | have ever done. Very often | was asleep while walking, and
when we did stop for about ten minutes to give the horses a blow, you would see our men fall down

by the wayside fast asleep. | believe everyone was knocked up. It lasted ten days and nights, and
then we had a daydés rest and a bathe in a rive
was our turn to chase the Germans. We went from there to the Marne, and then on to Aisne. We
were at the Aisne about twenty days, and then we made a move to stop the Germans from getting to
Calais. Of course, you have read all about it, and | can tell you the fighting was terrible. It was day
and night fighting, and the Germans must have lost thousands. We kept them on the run, and fairly
skipped into them. Ités a shame the way the G
churches. There is a church in this village which must have had hundreds of shells fired on it. The
spire has at least a dozen shell holes in it. It was a pretty little church too. The weather here is very
wet and everywhere is very flooded. We are all in good spirits and are well looked after. Everybody
is of the same opinion that we shall win in the end, and we are looking forward to the end which we
hope is drawing near. o
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BrandonatWar The O Gr eNOTESWa r

Thetford & Watton Timesl1915

Page 4, AAnot her b at icRecrdgtihg for the Armyiistpreceeding steadily in the Brandon district, the
January 2" | following having been recently enrolled by Sergeant Edwards:-

William Wells, Brandon; E.N. Cockerton, West Tofts; Frank Baker, Brandon; William Drake,
Weeting; Walter Warnes, Weeting; Albert Dickson, Brandon; F.W. Blomfield, Brandon; William
Chinn, Weeting; Frank Arnold, Wilton; Albert Woollard, West Tofts; William Woollard, West Tofts;
George Coleman, Munford; Reginald Mayes, Wilton; Bassett Brown Wilton; Reginald Arnold, Wilton;
Henry William Disdale, Weeting; Percy Kent, Brandon; Frank Norton, Brandon; Sydney Carter,
Brandon; Samuel Eagle, Brandon; Thomas Phipps, Donald Ashman, Arthur Brown, Alfred Flack,
Victor Rolph, Alfred Talbot, William J Brown, Harry Brown, Sydney Coleman, and S.J. Rolph, all of
Lakenh eat h. o

Page 4, fPrivate William Vail, of the Rifle Brigade, who was invalided home, returned to duty this week. He
January 9" | a5 re-called to Winchester and left Brandon on Monday. Like many of our men at the front, Private
Vail suffered severely from the cold snap and had to undergo treatment for frostbitten feet.

He has seen some amount of active service, and although escaping injury from the enemy, he
contracted illness from the South African campaign, where he was laid up with fever after drinking
polluted water. He has never been really right since.

After the African War he was sent to India, where fever again laid him low. Subsequently ague (fever)
has given him no end of trouble. He had not fully recovered when the call came last week, but like
the good soldier he is, he responded promptly

Page4, | fDeath of a sailor i It appears the sinking of H.M.S. Formidable has been responsible for the death
January 16% | of one Brandon young man, as amongst those reported to have been rescued, his name did not
appear.

William Henry Kent had only been transferred to the ship some two or three weeks previous, as only
one letter has been received from him by Mr and Mrs W Hunter, of London Road, with whom he lived
after the deathofhi s gr andmot her . 0o

Page4, ~|AOn Sunday morning about fifty of the soldiers
January23® | service at St. Peterds church. The Rev. P.C.

Thetford & [ |N CASE OF INVASION.
January 23% | |INSTRUCTIONS FOR NORFOLK CIVILIANS

The following instruction for the guidance of the civil population in the event of a landing by the enemy
in this country, are issued for the county of Norfolk.

In order to facilitatetheo per ati ons of Hi s Majestybds Forces ¢
following instructions are to be followed by the civil population as soon as, but not before, the military
authorities declare that a state of emergency has arisen in any particular district:-

1) Transport and Petrol. All horses, mules, donkeys, motors, bicycles, carts, carriages,
and other vehicles, harness, petrol, launches, and lighters are to be immediately removed to
a pre-concerted place which will be indicated by the Superintendent of Police in the
proclaimed district. If these objects cannot be immediately removed, they must be destroyed
or rendered useless, if so ordered by the military authorities or police.

2 ) Live stock. Live stock is not to be driven along public roads without order. The stock in the
vicinity of the enemy will be rounded up and driven to some place indicated where it can be
defended. If necessary, it will be destroyed on an order by the military.

3) Foodstuffs and other Property. The military authorities may at their discretion
destroy, or require the police to destroy, stores of provisions, granaries, and flour mills.
Unless special directions are given by the military authorities, unthreshed cereals should not
be destroyed. Orders for the destruction of property, so far as circumstances will permit, will
be made in writing. Any person refusing or neglecting to destroy, or render useless his
property when ordered will lose all claim to compensation if it is destroyed or rendered
useless by the military or Police.

(continued)
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(continued)

4 ) Public Property. No attempt, except under orders from the military authorities or the police
acting under such orders should be made to burn, cut, or destroy bridges, railway rolling
stock, electric light or power stations, telegraph or telephone wires, wireless stations,
waterworks, sluices or locks, piers or jetties, ferries. Prompt assistance should, however, be
given to the military authorities to carry out any of the foregoing operations which they think
desirable.

5 ) Entrenching equipment. All tools, pickaxes, spades, shovels, felling axes, saws, barbed wire,
and other equipment required by the military authorities should be placed absolutely at their
disposal and all persons physically fit should be prepared to do any work required of them.

6 ) Movement of troops. It is of the utmost importance that the movement of the troops and
artillery should not be hampered by the presence of numbers of civilians on the roads. Any
person leaving the district should avoid the roads required by the military forces of the Crown.
These will be, as far as possible, indicated to them by the police. Where advancing troops
are nevertheless met upon the roads, civilians must immediately pass into fields and lanes
and leave roads clear.

7) Volunteer Training Corps. Every man who has been enrolled in a recognised
volunteer training corps should, unless required for duty as a special constable, proceed to
the place of rendezvous.

8) Attitude of Civil Population. Unless otherwise directed, the civil population are
advised to remain quietly in their homes.

No hostile act is to be committed against the enemy by any person who is not a soldier in uniform, or
a member of a recognised corps, having his badge fixed, and acting under the orders of a responsible
officer.

Page 4,
January 30"

fNews of Driver Edwards i Mr Oscar Lingwood, and Messrs. S and P Lingwood, have received a

|l etter from one of t DrverlW. Edivardsd e rdpats lemsefiwelllamayase e s
having been up to the firing line. Our guns, he says, have been at the Germans almost every day.
Hesaysal the time he has been on active service

Page 4,
January 30"

LIEUT. SPRAGGE i Among the wounded who have recently arrived for the fighting line is Lieutenant
F.B.B. Spragge, of the Royal Field Atrtillery, eldest son on Lieut.-Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.O., of
North Court, Brandon. He was wounded by shrapnel in the head, but is progressing very favourably
and is now at home on sick leave. His brother Lieutenant Spragge, is on H.M.S Lion, the flagship of
Vice-Admiral Beatty, and was engaged last Sunday morning in the naval battle.

Page 9
January 30"

SHAKING HANDS WITH THE GERMANS.

BRANDON RI FLEMANG6S CHRI STMAS EXPERI ENCE

CONCERT IN THE TRENCHES 1

Writing to his wife, Rifleman W. Ashley, of Brandon, relates some of his Christmas experience in the
trenches, and sends the printed programme of a concert held in the trenches on Christmas Day by
the Company to which he is attached.

iwWe have been in the trenches 23 days, so yout
to go for a rest before long. The Christmas days were very quiet. On Christmas Eve the Germans
started shouting Christmas greetings, and of course we did the same. Then they started singing
Christmas carols, and of course we joined in until it became a general thing. On Christmas Day they
continued being friendly, and started coming out of their trenches towards ours, and by midday we
were all mixed up together, shaking hands and exchanging tobacco and cigarettes. It was a sight |
never expected seeing, or anyone else. The majority of them say they are fed up with the war. In the
afternoon my platoon held a concert, which was got up by our officer, who presented us with money
prizes. It was a great success considering the circumstances. Soyouseei t wasndt sud
Christmas after all. But of course that sort of game is finished, and we are settling down to the
realities of war. I must say it was a treat t

Page 4,
January 30"

THETFORD ROAD FLOODING i Some two months ago the County Council intimated to the
Brandon Rural District Authority that they proposed to shortly carry out a scheme for preventing the
flooding of Thetford Road. The County Surveyor has been down once or twice since then, and at the
time of writing that is as far as the matter got. The surface water still accumulates after the rain and
the occupants of several houses still have the inconvenience of crossing of evading a miniature lake
whenever they wish to pass to and from their dwellings. In one case a temporary channel has been
opened, presumably by the householder, in the garden path, to prevent the water from actually
entering the house. So far the only official attempt to deal with the matter has been in the way of
borrowing a | ocal fAbloodd cart, that i s to s ayhouwsesyv
By this means the water is drawn from the roadway and discharged into the town pit a short distance
away. Unfortunately, this primitive method of disposing of surface water is unsatisfactory for many
reasons, not the least that the bank leaks

(continued)

-40-



(continued)

February 13"

abominably and a large proportion on the journey to the pit. In ordinary circumstances the nuisance
would have been bad enough, but in the abnormally wet weather of the last two months it has
become well nigh intolerable, and the townspeople affected are perfectly justified in strongly
protesting against the slackness of the county authority, first in not providing an adequate system of
surface drainage in such an important and fully occupied road, and secondly in not promptly and
effectually alleviating the nuisance that occurred through the absence of such drainage.

flLetter from Port Said i Mrs Docking, wife of PC Docking, who is at Port Said, last week received
two letters from her husband. He reported himself quite well. In one letter he enclosed the Christmas
card which he received from the King and Queen

Page 6
February 13"

INFANTRY AGAINST MACHINERY
BRANDON PRI VATE6S STORY OF THE GREAT RETREAT

After a long spell in hospital, Private Ashley Death, who was wounded in September, returned home

to Brandon on Friday. He was hit in the left forearm by shrapnel, with the result that both bones were
fractured and the muscles badly torn. The arm is much shrunken, and even now he can only partly
use it. He is disabled from any further actiywv
himself, and it is hoped that some suitable military occupation will be found him in this country. He
first saw fighting at Mons and testifies to the overwhelming superiority of the Germans in artillery and
men at that stage. If they had known how small was the force opposed to them, he said, it had been
all up with the British. As it was our troops skilfully concealed lack of numbers by rapidity of infantry
fire.

AThe Germans simply swamped us. They were in
could not help hitting them. We lost our maxim gun at Mons. Major Horne, who was in charge of the
machine gun, was captured. Then we retired. About half way down there was another terrible battle,
and we lost, | think, about four guns. We were fighting rearguard actions continually. We would stop
and 6scrap6 for about two days, or a day, as t
prepare to receive cavalry four times in a day, but they did not actually charge. In these days it was a
case of infantry against machinery, and we could not compete with them. We crossed the Aisne on a
Sunday night and | was wounded on Monday. We passed through a village and made for a hill. The
Germans guns had found the range, and in consequence of the heavy firing our orders was to
advance a few men at a time. Just as the party | was in was moving, a shrapnel burst, and | was hit
in the left arm. | managed to pick myself up and three men helped me into an old church in the
village, which was being used as a hospital. The same night, however, we were moved in a Red
Cross van. The Germans were shelling us all the time we were crossing the pontoon bridge over the
river. The wounded were then taken about 50 miles in motor lorries and afterwards put in a train.
When we got near to Paris and American doctor came round and asked whether anyone was still
bleeding. |told him | was. He said there was a very nice hospital at Paris and asked whether | would
like to go. Itold him I would. There were about 700 British wounded in the train with me. The
hospital in Paris was fitted out by the Vanderbilt family. There were both American and English ladies
and gentlemen attending to us, and we were treated wonderfully well. | was there for about a month,
and after going to Rouen foraweek, wasbr ought to Engl and. 0o

Private Death said he had since spent eleven weeks in a convalescent home. He met several local
men at the Front. One of them, Private Cawston, of Mundford, who was next to him, suddenly rolled
over. He had been hit in the shoulder, and Private Death took him to a hospital about a mile and a
hal f away, while exposed to the enemyo6s firing
describes as terrible, and the people who stayed in the villages were subjected to very rough usage

by the invaders.

Page 8
February 13™

fRations under difficulties, Brandon mands iexpe
Private Norman Gore, of Brandon, who has been invalided home after an attack of rheumatic fever,
tells a tragic story of the difficulties sometimes confronting the men in the firing line in getting their
rations. In this case the food had been brought up by the transport and had been placed as near the
men as possible. There was a call for volunteers from the Company to fetch it, but as this involved
crossing a stretch of ground exposed to the en
forward. Eventually Private Gore and some oth
interview, A an dunderaadlintdallt lhwas arveryt dangerais spot, for shells were
bursting all round us. | got hold of a box of cheese, and was going to run for it while the artillery had
ceased for a bit. But just then they opened fire again and a shell burst within twenty yards of me. |
dropped the cheese box and bolted for the wall. Some of the men had got biscuits, some cheese,

(continued)
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some bully beef, and they all had to run for shelter. One fellow made a dash in between the shells
and was knocked over. | do not know whether he was wounded or killed. After we had crawled into
the trench the rations were drawn by rope. 0

Private Gore was with Private Death in the earlier stages of the war, and his experiences are
therefore muchert hDee astahmel.e f tii Anfiet at t he Aisne, 0
up a hill that was strongly held by the Germans. At first there were too many for us and we had to
retire, but strong reinforcements came up and we advanced again. The Germans however had fixed
themselves in the ground and turned machine guns on us, so we had to retire again. Eventually we
entrenched ourselves. We were in the trenches

Near Misey, Private Gore saw a church blown to pieces, a favourite game with the Germans. The
wounded who were inside were got away before the enemy found the range, but half a dozen of the
Norfolks nearby were killed.

iOQur regi mentod, he continued, figot two spies.
Corps and the other was in French uniform. Both had their German clothing on underneath. The
Commanding Officer had his suspicions and went up to speak to them. Their speech gave them

away, for the chap in the A.S.C. uniform could only speak broken English, andtheot her chap
Frenchwasi wel | , rocky. They were both shot. o Pri
??7? to Flanders, where the exposure in the trenches brought on rheumatic fever, and he had to leave
before the serious fighting in that regionocc ur r ed. 0

Thetford &
February 20"

fMore men enlisting i Alfred Armiger, Frank Bullock, Harold Reynolds Crocker, William Dorling,
George Drewery, Fred Dyer, Harry John English, Arthur W Graver, John Newell, W Steggles, Ernest
W Thompson, FE Thompson, Robert Tusk, Charles Warren, Bert Wicks, Charles Farrow and Harold
Ashley. 0o

Page 8
February 20"

BRANDON SOLDIER6S CHEERFUL LETTER.
TURKS IN A CORNER
ATHEY DONO6T LI KE OUR PILLSO

The cheerful manner in which British Tommies take things as they come is exemplified in a letter
written by a Brandon soldier serving with the 2" Norfolks on the Persian Gulf. It does one good to
read such high spirited messages from men who of necessity lack many of the creative comforts
which go to make life tolerable.

Al am still happy, and dondt care if it shows.
too quick for them, and that we move about like a sheet of steel, as when we are advancing, though
they rapidly fire at us, they never see any fall. It makes you have a little pride in yourself when the
enemy tell us a thing like that. It was a Turkish General that told us, one we had captured with a
thousand men, 40 officers, and several big guns. What a nice little capture that was when we took
the place we are in now. It was the worst battle of the lot. It lasted three days, at it night and day.
But we dondét care, for we would sooner be at i
and the sooner the better.

How are things looking in Brandon now? Is there much snow about? It is cold enough here for snow,
and we feel it a bit after being used to such a hot climate. We are warm enough when we are in
action, at | east we think so, b u thaved no Eelipyatahat timet
| expect you say it must be very funny when you can see shells and bullets dropping round you.
Thank God we three Brandon chums are still alive, and in the best of health up to the present, and we
keep laughingathowweescaped t he shot and shell &

We have got the Turks in a corner now, for the
they care for. Well, this is another Christmas | have seen in the Army. Have not many more to see in
it now, for | shall finish my time by the time the war is over. | shall look young enough to enlist again,

but seven is enough for me, unless things | o0k
Page 4 . | APLUCKY YOUTHT A fine example of pluck and presence of mind was witnessed at Brandon on
Februay 27" I Thyur sday week. Bet ween 11 and 12 o6clock in t

standing outside the shop of Messrs Wood and Son. Something startled the horse, which bolted up
the High Street and turned sharply into London Road, almost colliding with the lamp-post at the
corner. Arthur Talbot, who was in charge of a tumbrel (a two-wheeled cart, usually for agricultural
use, pulled by a single horse), after getting his own horse out of danger, pursued the runaway on foot
and attempted to seize the reins. Failing in this he grasped the tailboard, which dropped down, with
the result that joints of meat from the cart were strewn across the road. Talbot, however, scrambled

(continued)
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onto the cart from behind, only to find that the reins were dangling beyond his reach. He then crawled
along the shafts to the horseds head and at | a
It was a very smart piece of work and was not accomplished without personal risk.

This is not the first time the young Talbot has arrested the mad career of a runaway, as a few months
ago he stopped a pair of horses on the Mundford Road after pursuing them on a bicycle borrowed
from a passing lady cyclist.

Page 4
February 27"

Page 1
March 6™

SPECIAL CONSTABLES i The following townspeople are wearing the neat little metal disc which
indicates that they have been sworn in as special constables for Brandon:

George Henry Gates, Arthur Lee Barber, the Rev Lucian P Janez, Montague Froud, Frederick William
Gentle, Frederick Joseph Mount, John Sydney Cooper, Frank Foxwell Brown, and George Garnham.

Up to the present they have not been called upon to do their regular duty, such as their colleagues in
Norfolk are performing. In case of emergency, however, their services would, of course, be at once
requisitioned, as may be gathered from an instruction which has been posted in the town, to the effect
that in the event of an apprehended attack by air craft or bombardment, notice will be given to the
inhabitants of Brandon by Messrs G. Wood and S
short interval it would again be sounded.

Special constables would assemble at the Police Station, and the inhabitants were requested to
remain quietly in their houses pending instructions from the Police. Sir John Aird, of Brandon Park, is
Chairman of the Emergency Committee for the Lackford Petty Sessional Division.

VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS FOR BRANDON.
A GOOD START

A well attended public meeting, held in the Paget Hall Brandon, on Monday evening, it was
unanimously decided to form a Volunteer Training Corps for Brandon and district. Sir John Aird
presided, and there were also on the platform Colonel Brittain (from the Central Association), Sir
Henry Bunbury (Mildenhall), Dr W.O. Trotter, the Rev. J.L. Wyatt, Captain Lee Barber, Mr A.J. Winter
and Mr A.\W. Rought Rought.

The Chairman expressed regret at the absence of Colonel Hamilton, who was to have taken the
chair, but who had telegraphed to the effect that his doctor would not allow him to come. Mr George
Wood had also written to say that he was unable to attend due to illness. The Chairman proceeded
to explain the preliminaries which led up to the meeting.

Captain Brittain said the Government and the War Office wished to encourage everyone to help in the
present struggle, and they pointed out that men who, through being over age or for other reasons,
were debarred from enlisting in the Regular or Territorial Forces, could join a recognised Training
Corps. He wanted them to clearly understand that if a man had any doubt as to his position he must,
before enrolling in a Training Corps, explain his position, and get the opinion of the nearest recruiting
officer, and thus avoid any mistake in the future.

When their names were once put on the Corps register, although they did not take any form of oath,
they were under an honourable obligation to remain in the Corps for as long as the war lasted.

Special Constables could also join the Volunteer Corps, but it should be clearly understood that they
must always carry out their duties as Special Constables before they could carry out any duties as
members of the Volunteer Corps. It was presumed that the duties of a Special Constable would be
over in, say, three or four daysdéd time, and th
I't was often asked, AOf what wuse could t heste vV
that was that there were miles and miles of railway, as, for instance in that county, which had to be
guarded, not against Germans, perhaps, but against spies and evilly disposed persons. This work
would be undertaken by members of the Volunteer Corps, and which would release the Regular and
Territorial forces to go into the firing line.

With regards to arms, personally he was of the opinion that if there were no rifles available, or there
was no time to get them, those on guard could be armed with ordinary shot guns charged with heavy
shot. Spies or evilly disposed persons could not carry guns openly. They would have to carry a
charge of dynamite or revolver on their person, and he considered a man with a shot gun had a very
much better chance, especially at night, and at a reasonable distance of 30 or 40 paces, than a man
with a revolver. It was advisable for members of the Corps to be in uniform if possible, but the War
Office, although they recognised Corps which were affiliated to the Central Association, had

(continued)
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promised no financial assistance.

It meant therefore that they must collect locally as much money for the cause as possible.

Later there would, no doubt, be a county fund which would help, but there was great difficulty in
getting the rifles. The principle point was for the men to learn their drill, and that they do them all
good, and they would feel they were trying to do something to help the common cause. (Applause.)

Sir Henry Bunbury said he saw a great number of gentlemen present who, like himself, would be very
much benefited by some drill (Laughter.) Although they might not be called upon to actually tackle a
German, they would find that by setting free the trained men they would be doing as much to help the
country as if they were actually engaged in the war. (Hear, Hear.) One could quite well understand
the War Office not being able to do more for the Volunteer Training Corps, because they were already
at their wits end to train and arm the men who were falling in the fighting army. (Applause.) He
hoped the Brandon corps would be in sooner or later, and would appear in public, because the sight
of the old men in uniform would put the fear of God into the hearts of the younger men, and lend them
to join the Regular Army.

Sir Henry spoke of forming a Corps in Mildenhall, and offered to meet the Brandon Corps halfway
between the two places. He felt sure Sir John Aird would help him in offering a prize to the corps
which did the distance in the best time. (Laughter and applause.)

The Chairmani il woul d not mind having a bet with Si.t
prize. o (Laughter.)

Questions were invited, and Sir Henry Bunbury
meant that the Corps were to be instructed in firing with the rifle or shot gun.

Colonel Brittain said there were certain points laid down as to what constituted a second class shot,
and the officers in command could guarantee that a man that was a second class shot by his
performances. He added that the practice could be obtained on a miniature rifle range.

Sir Henry Bunbury inquired whether the drills must be consecutive.

Colonel Brittain said a man was required to attend 40 drills of one hour each in a year. If he did it in
less time, so much h the better. If he liked to attend 20 drills of two hours each it would entitle him to
the efficiency badge.

Sir Henry Bunbury 7 A Wi | | the drills be in the open air,
Colonel Brittain said that was a matter for the committee or the commanding officer to decide. The
Brandon Committee would form its rules, and it was expected that the members would carry them
out. Personally, he thought Sunday was a very good day. If the Germans came here they might
choose Sunday as much as any other day. Anyhow, it was hoped there would be church parades of
the Brandon Volunteers. (Hear, Hear.)

Replying to another question, Colonel Brittain explained that if any member of the Corps under the
age of 38, not employed on any Government works, and not medically unfit, was called upon to enlist
in the Regular or Territorial Forces, he would have to carry out his honourable obligation or resign his
membership of the Corps.

Sir Henry Bunbury 7 @i | suppoaseesegn at any time?0o

Colonel Brittaini A Yes, but, as | said before, you enter
Corps as |l ong as the war |l asts. o

The Chairmani il f a man has a business in Brandon abg
leave anyone in charge, would he be able to join the Corps and be exempt from being called upon to
enlist except in case of invasion?bo

Colonel Brittaini il f he gave that as the only reason fo
would have to resign from the Voluntary Corps, because it would not be considered a sufficient
reason by the War Office. 0

SirHenryBunburyi il f a young man bel ow age has been ug
cast out as unfit because of some physical infirmity, could he join this corps without any question of
his being called upon to enlist?o

Colonel Brittaini A My answer to that is that he is perfe
military authorities, and could join this corps without any fear, what ever hi s age. 0
Mr Ridsale asked what was the position of the members of a Fire Brigade.

Colonel Brittaini ANow you have bowled me out. (Laughte
but | should consider that the fact of being a member of a Fire Brigade would exempt you. | have,
however, no authority for saying that.

Mr Ridsaleit A Hi s ci vi |l duties would take precedence?
Colonel Brittaini i Ye s, because he is a fireman, but as
he could do his duty as a member of the corps. It is rather like the Special Constable who would not
do anything in the way of guarding railways and such like until they had finished their job as Special
Constables. o

(continued)
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Another questionwas askedi i Supposing a man joining the Vol
gun, has he to get a |licence to carry it?0
Colonel Brittaini ANo, but he would have to keep the rif

take it home. (Laughter.)
Names of prospective members were then invited, and 33 were given in.

In proposing a vote of thanks to the speakers, Mr Winter was sure that when they got some training
and began to feel their feet they would feel younger if they did not become so in years. He thought
they would become a presentable corps, and hoped they would be an honour to Brandon.

Mr A Lee Barber seconded the proposition, which was carried by acclamation.

Mr Rought Rought said he believed that wasomtihe
that town, and he felt sure he might, on behalf of the people of Brandon, extend to him a very cordial
welcome. (Applause.) They regarded it as a great honour that Sir John had come to settle down
there, and hoped he might long remain resident among them. (Hear, Hear, and applause.) He
proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Sir John Aird for his services in the chair. The proposition having
been carried.

The Chairman said he regarded it as a great honour to have taken the chair at a meeting of men at
Brandon who had answered the first bugle call, and who would be ready to answer the next.

Brandon, now he had come to live there, would have all his good wishes. He took great interest in
the place in every way. (Applause.) His only regret that evening was that their old friend Colonel
Hamilton, was not present. He thanked Dr Trotter, Mr Rought Rought, and Mr Winter for the trouble
they had taken in helping him to arrange that meeting, and he thanked those present for giving such a
cordial response to the call of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps. (Applause.)

The meeting terminated, as it had opened, with the singing of the National Anthem.

Page 7
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CASE DISMISSED i Samuel Gathercole, labourer, Brandon, was summoned for failing to notify that
his child Mary Elizabeth was suffering from a notifiable disease on 27" January.

Maggie Gathercole was also summoned for exposing the child while suffering from scarlet fever.
Defendants pleased not guilty.

Leonard Howell, Assistant Sanitary Inspector to the Brandon Rural District Council, produced his
authority to prosecute, and stated that on the 27t January, from information received from the
Medical Officer of Health, he visited the house of Samuel Gathercole, at Town Street, Brandon, and
guestioned the woman about the child Mary Elizabeth.

The answers she gave him led him to suspect that the child was suffering from scarlet fever, and he
advised her to cal Dr Trotter. He examined the child and found she was partly peeing. Mrs
Gathercole admitted that she had taken the child into the street on the 25" January.

Dr W.O. Trotter said he saw the child on the 29t January and found it was peeling from scarlet fever,
TheMagist ratesd Clerk (Mr O.F. Read) pointed out
was only inference.

Asked whether he presumed that the mother knew the child was suffering from scarlet fever, Dr
Trotter replied that he should not like to say that.

TheClerkiAilt i s possible for a child to be sufferi
what it is so.0

DrTrotteri A Yes . O

The Chairmani iYou did not see th®®owoman before the !
Dr Trotteri A No . 0

The Chairmani AiDi d t he mothlkre haedl|t gloen the child out
Dr Trotteri i Ye s , I believe she told me she had takenr
TheClerki AiAs soon as you were called in the case

DrTrotteriAiYes, and | gave the niotthoert askter itchte icnhsitlrdy
The Chairman to Mrs Gathercolei AiHave you had any other childr
Defendanti ANo, this I s the only one we have. 0

The Chairman said there was no proof, and the case must be dismissed. At the same time they
would like to caution defendants that in future, if the child got any rash, they should at once call in a
doctor to say what it was. It was most dangerous to take a child out into the street when it was
suffering from infectious disease, because it might be spread amongst other children. Defendants
should take that as a warning, and be more careful in future.
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fKilled In Action i Information has been received by Mrs Ambrose Field, of Oddfellow Cottages,

Bury Road, that her son Sgt Alfred Field of the Leicestershire Reserve, recently died from wounds
received in action. No further particulars are at present available. Sgt Field, who was married,
removed from Brandon to Great Bentley about twelve months ago. He formerly carried on a flint
knapping business in Brandon. He was called up for Ordinary Military Training in June and was sent
to the Front in November. Another son of Mrs Field, Sgt Ambrose Field, had been a prisoner in
Germany since August. A postcard was received

Page 4
March 13

VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS i Some 40 men have handed in their names for enrolment in the
newly formed Brandon Volunteer Training Corps, and the first drill was held at the Drill Hall on
Wednesday.

At a Committee meeting on Monday, Mr A.W. Rought Rought was appointed Commandant, and
Colour-Sgt R. Wilby and Colour-Sgt Shears were chosen as instructors. Until further notice, drilling
will take place at the Drill Hall on Monday evenings at 8pm and on Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Men
wishing to join are invited to attend the drills or to apply personally at the house of the Hon. Secretary
(Dr W.O. Trotter), any evening after 8.30.

It has been arrange to post notices and orders
decided to solicit subscriptions towards the expense of the Corps, and Sir John Aird has started the
list with a donation of £5 5s.

Page 5
March 13"

THE MILITARY CROSS T The Military Cross has been conferred on a number of officers, including
é
Second Lieutenant F.B.B. Spragge, 25™" Brigade, Royal Field Artillery (wounded).

Page 4
March 20"

fiWounded 1 Intelligence has been received by Mrs Edwards, of the Fish Pond Farm, Brandon, that
her husband, Private Walter Edwardshas been wounded in battle. o

Page 4
March 20"

fMward 1 The liveliest satisfaction is felt at the honour conferred on Second Lieutenant FBB
Spragge, eldest son of Lieutenant Colonel BE Spragge, DSO, of North Court, Brandon, who has
received the Military Cross for gallantry. He is in the 25™ Brigade Royal Field Artillery, and is
wounded. 0

Page 4
March 20%

firhe V.T. Corps 1 The membership of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corp has now increased to
about seventy, and the drills are being well attended. A circular letter has been issued inviting
contributions to the Corps. Funds, which have been given a generous start by Sir John Aird with a
donation of £25. Sir John is taking a keen interest in the movement, which shows every indication of
prospering. o

Page 4
March 20"

A Prisoner Of War i Mrs J Linge, of George Street, being anxious about her husband, Private
Linge, of the 2™ Suffolks, as she had received no communication from him, he being a prisoner of
war at the Gefangenen Lagar, Doeberts, Germany, wrote to the American Ambassador asking
whether he would make enquiries. The Ambassador wrote to the authorities, and Mrs Linge has now
received a post card from her husband stating

Page 4
March 27t

DIED FROM WOUNDS i Information has been received of the death of Private Arthur Haydon, of the
Rifle Brigade, who re-enlisted on the outbreak of war. He was the son of Mr and Mrs Haydon, of
Haddiscoe, and was well known in Brandon, being a teacher at the Baptist Sunday School. He died
in hospital at Rouen, France, from wounds received in battle.

Page 4
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RECREATION FOR THE TROOPS i The question of providing facilities for recreation for the troops
billeted in Brandon was considered at a meeting of the committee appointed for that purpose held in
the Paget Hall on Thursday week.

The Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt) presided.

As a result a very satisfactory scheme is now in operation financed by the Soldiers Welfare
Committee, of which the Mayor of Cambridge is the Chairman, and Messrs Alex. Wood and A.D.
McNair the joint secretaries. The arrangements are, however, supervised and carried out by the
voluntary services of local ladies and gentlemen.

The Wesleyan Schools, the Paget Hall, and Church Institute, have all been thrown open as recreation
rooms, while the Church Institute and Wesleyan School rooms are also transformed into restaurants
where the soldiers may obtain refreshments at cost price. All the buildings are open every day of the
week including Sunday from 4pm to 9pm, refreshments being served between 6.30 and 8.30.
Games, books, writing materials, etc., are all provided, and the facilities are much appreciated by the
men. The Wesleyans are looking after their own section, and members of the Baptist and Primitive
Methodists are assisting in the refreshment department at the Church Institute.

Page 4
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fBrandon man joins Australian Force 1 Information has been received by Mr Reginald J
Woodrow, of Sydney Australia, intimating that he has joined the Australian Expeditionary Force for
Egypt, then Europe. He is the youngest son of Mr and Mrs FG Woodrow. Their eldest son has been
in the service of his country for some ti me.
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THE VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS i The membership of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps
has now reached a total somewhere in the neighbourhood of 80. The enthusiasm attending its

i nauguration is wel/ mai ntained, the attendanc
malting, being very satisfactory. Under efficient direction from Colour-Sgt Wilby and Colour-Sgt
Shears, the members are making capital progress.

The Corps has a keen supporter in Sir John Aird, who in addition to his generous money contribution
has promised to supply twenty-five rifles. Sir John also shows practical interest in the movement by
attending the drills. Colonel Hamilton it will be remembered was out of town when the public meeting
took place, but on returning to Brandon he attended a drill last week and congratulated the Corps
upon its smart appearance. He pointed out that though he had never considered they were likely to
be wanted to deal with an invasion, and all he saw and heard rendered that possibility more remote,
nevertheless the members like Englishmen were doing their duty, and if called upon he was sure the
Brandon Corps would not be behind others in performing any work they were required to do. This
week Lady Aird was expected to inspect the Corps, and in various ways the leading townspeople are
evincing a keen interest in the progress.

Page 4
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fin hospital T Inspector Mobbs has received a postcard from PC Arthur Gray, who has been serving
at the Front since the beginning of the war, stating that he is in hospital in France. He is going on well
and hopes soon to be discharged. It is understood that he has some trouble with his foot. PC Gray
has just been promoted from third-classtosecond-c | ass constable in the
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WELSH SINGERS AT CHURCH i The presence of the Welsh Fusiliers at Brandon is affording the
townspeopl e many opportunities of enjoying demo
abilities, and it was not surprising that the Parish Church was overcrowded on Sunday evening, when
several members of the regiment contributed to a programme of high class vocal music. All their
efforts were very commendable, and immensely appreciated.

The Martyr s iQJfalevoiteechok;r e n a 0
Wat chman, what L-6d S.R Widiams (tegon) aurel 8gt M.R. Herbert (bass)
Lead, Ki kvt G Wilym \¢/itiamé (tenor)

1 e } hen 1

fAn absentee 1 Colonel Hamilton attended at the Police Station on Sunday morning for the purpose
of hearing a charge against Edgar Randall, London Road, Brandon of being Absent Without Leave
from the 7t Norfolk Regiment, stationed at Aldershot. Inspector Mobbs stated that after receiving a
communication from the Commanding Officer he apprehended the prisoner on Saturday. Randall
admi tted he was an absentee. The magistrate r
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THE VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORP i The newly-formed Brandon V.T. Corps has found some
generous supporters, by whom it has already been presented with 20 Martini Lee Enfield rifles. The
corps was recently inspected by Lady Aird, who was accompanied by Sir John Aird, Miss Dolly Aird,
and Col. And Mrs Hamilton. Lady Aird congratulated Colour-Sgt Wilby on the smartness of the men,
and offered to supplement Sir Johndés gift of 2
and one from Master Aird. On Saturday last, Col MacKenzie presented 20 more, so the corps is now
well equipped in this respect. On Wednesday week they were out on a route march along Mundford
Road. The attendance numbered about 56, and the march was smartly executed. Another route
march was arranged for Wednesday last.

Page 1
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BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

BRANDON PAROCHIAL COMMITTEE i The Clerk read minutes of a meeting of the BPC on April
12t from which it appeared that accounts amounting to £13 odd were passed for payment. The
estimates for the half year ending 30" December next were considered, and it was recommended that
a call be made upon the overseers for the sum of £100. A letter was received from Brandon Parish
Council pointing out that much confusion had been caused in billeting troops at Brandon, owing to the
houses not being numbered, and suggesting that the matter of numbering the houses should be
proceeded with. It was received that street names plates should be affixed and that the occupiers in
the town be requested to number their respective houses, and that Mr Mount be asked to make
necessary arrangements for carrying out the work.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE - The Medical Officer of Health reported that since the last meeting he had
received notification of four cases of scarlet fever at Brandon. He drew attention to the possibility of
spotted fever occurring in the district, pointing out that it was a very fatal disease, and asking that he
should be authorised to call in Dr Claridge, a specialist at Norwich, in any suspected cases.

The Clerk said the disease was very difficult to diagnose, and every one who had been near a patient
had to be examined andkeptunder supervi sion. The Council 65

(continued)
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impossible for him to make the necessary bacteriological examination which must be done by a
specialist. There were two specialists in the district, Dr Claridge, of Norwich, who had been appointed
at Norwich by the Government as Inspector of the Troops, and the other doctor at Cambridge. When
the matter came before the Thetford Rural Coun
mile was too much. The Clerk had communicated with Dr Cowan who said that under no
circumstances would the Inspector agree to reduce the fee.

After hearing further explanation on this point the Council resolved to authorise the Medical Officer to
call in Dr Claridge if the need arose.

THE HEALTH OF THE DISTRICT i The Medical Officer of Health (Dr G Cowan) submitted his

annual report for the year 1914, which read as follows:

iYour district covered an area of 37,759 acres
Brandon, which has a population of about 2,000, the district consists of scattered villages and isolated
cottages, and some of it is very sparsely populated. The main employment of the inhabitants is
agriculture. A large number of troops have been billeting in the district, in the cottages and houses,
since the outbreak of war. In most cases the military authorities communicated with me before
billeting the troops.

The township of Brandon has an excellent water supply. The rest of the district is supplied by wells,
many of which are surface wells, and hence liable to pollution. A good deal has been done during the
year to improve the worst of these wells by raising the well head, rendering inside with cement, and
puddling outside with clay. There is no system of sewerage or drainage throughout the district the
privy system being universal, except in Brandon. In Brandon there are a few houses with cesspools,
and a good many with pail closets. There is no system of scavenging throughout the district. | would
again draw your attention to the fact that Brandon has not yet adopted any system of scavenging,
although your attention has been drawn to this want for several years. Each occupier is responsible
for the removal and disposal of the house refuse and nightsoil, which is placed on the gardens or
other land. 1,050 inspections were made by your Sanitary Inspector , and 4 statutory notices were
served. 3 of the nuisances being abated, 530 were discovered, of which 528 informal notices were
served, verbal instructions proving sufficient in the other cases. The nuisances referred to consisted
chiefly of accumulations of household refuse, privy vaults, and minor dilapidations. One offensive
trade is carried on, namely a Knspectkde Théreargpnoe mi s
common lodging houses in the district. The sanitary condition and water supply of the Elementary
Schools have now been provided with public water supply. Owing to the poor quality of the grazing,
the standard of the milk is not high, and the supply is inadequate, especially in some parts, when it is
very difficult to produce milk. The dairies and cow sheds are regularly inspected, and are well kept.
There are four slaughter houses, these are in good condition and kept clean. No carcasses or parts
of carcasses were condemned for tuberculosis. The housing accommodation for the working classes
is fairly good for a rural district. The houses are for the most part clean and tidy, though there is still a
tendency for the occupiers to allow accumulations of house refuse hear their houses. These
accumulations are certainly less frequent than in former years, largely owing to the exertions of your
Sanitary Inspector. The working class population is almost stationary, and only one new cottage has
been built during the year.

There are no building bylaws in the district. Under the Factory and Workshop Act, 81 inspections
were made, and 13 nuisances detected and remedied. Under the Housing and Towns Planning Act,
208 houses were inspected. None of the houses were closed as unfit for human habitation, 16
houses were put in good repair, without making closing orders. The chief defects were insufficient
light and ventilation, want of paving and damp
After explaining the sanitary administration of the district, in terms similar to those contained in the
report to the Thetford Rural Council, which has already been published, the Medical Officer, states:
AfiThere were 13 cases of diphtheria at Bedandsvabs
taken from the suspicious throats, but in all cases the report was negative. In one instance the
infection was brought to Brandon by a soldier billeted in one of the houses. During the year 127
births were registered in the district, which, with one transferable birth, gave a birth rate of 21.8. This
is slightly below that of the last two years. 68 deaths were registered, giving a death rate of 11.6. To
these have to be added 15 deaths of residents outside the district, which raises the death rate to 13.9,
the highest for six years. The death rate of children under one year was 94.5 per 1,000 net births, the
lowest rate (except the year 1912, when it was 79.3) since 1909.

5 deaths were due to phthisis, 4 to influenza, 7 to cancer, and 1 each to whooping cough and
diphtheria. 27 cases of infectious disease were notified during the year, namely diphtheria 13 cases,
scarlet fever 8 cases, pulmonary tuberculosis 5 cases, and erysipelas 1 case. In conclusion | wish to
again record my high appreciation of the work of your Sanitary Inspector, Mr S.J. Miller, and of the
Assistant Sanitary Inspector, Mr L.G. Howell. | am glad to report that since the close of the year Mr
Miller has recovered sufficiently to resume hi

The report was approved.

-48-




Page 4
May 8"

A SUPPER FOR THE SOLDIERS i After evening service on Sunday the ladies of the Wesleyan
Church provided a supper for the soldiers bill

Page 4
May 8"

fSoldiers depart i The Welsh Fusiliers, who have been billeted at Brandon for about five months, left
for Asomewhere in Englando. The townspeople t
about 8. 30pm. o

Page 7
May 8™

fSome of the worst battle, Brandon soldier at Hill 60, Twenty days in the firing line i Writing to
his parents at Brandon, Private H Whitta, of the 15t Norfolks, after acknowledging the receipt of a
parcel states:-i We are having one of the worst battl ews
up a hill and drove out the Germans, but we lost a lot of men i hundreds i and the battle is still
raging. The worst of all was our sand bags got shelled down, and two of us got blown yards twice,
but never got hurt, only the wind knocked out of us. Two nights after that they shelled the same place
again and killed the young fellow by the side of me. The shell hit him and he died in a minute and |
had to bury him. He was only seventeen, and he put up with something, as he was going sick the
same night. He had great sores on his shoulders, and half an hour after he said he was going sick he
got killed. o

A few days later Private Whitta writes to the effect that after writing the last few lines he had not the
chance to send t hem orupthe tersches sikeeenhlayyand only get ol &etters
by chance. A lot of the chaps have lost the parcels and letters. | got my other parcel today, but | did
not get my paper. | saw the letter | sent home in the paper, and the fellows say it is a very good letter
and name for it, O6éHell upon Eartho. But this

OnApril29"he speaks of being quite knocked up. A W
twenty days. We have been up the firing line all the time and do not know when we are going to get
relieved. We look like being up here some time yet, as they cannot get the reserves up on account of
the fierce battle raging é | am up with Arthur

Page 4
May 15t

fPromotion i John Kent Woolsey, son of Mr Henry Kent Woolsey, 7t Bedfordshire Regiment, has
undergone a rapid series of promotions since he joined the Army at the outbreak of war. In one
month he has been promoted to Corporal, then Sergeant and now Sergeant Major. He had formerly
served in the Royal Navy, on Princeof Wal es and I ndomitable. 0

Page 4
May 15

fKilled In Action T On Wednesday Mrs Kent, Stanley Row, Town Street, Brandon received a letter
from the War Office saying that her husband had been killed in action. Private Charles Kent, Yorks
and Lancs Regiment, was killed on April 239 April. He was the son of Mr Robert Kent, Brandon. He
had only just married last July. oo

Page 4
May 22"

fWounded 1 It has been reported that Sapper Percy Kent has been wounded. His parents live at
The Flowerpot Inn and they have received a postcard saying he is in hospital with a wound in the
head and two wounds in his back. o

Page 4
May 22"

Mnother wounded i Mr E Baker, Town Street, has received a postcard from his son Private
Herbert John Baker, 1t Norfolk Regiment. Heisi n t he Town Hal | Hospitég
you know | am in hospital with a wound to the right arm | got last Thursday night. | am tired now and
will let you know more soon. o

Page 4
May 22"

fiVoluntary Training Corpsi Br and on 6 s Vifingoffigial sanciow @ take possession of their
rifles and uniforms and they are supported by Sir John Aird, Col. Mackenzie, Col Hamilton and other
prominent residents. The Corps currently has up to eighty members. Dirills are being carried out on
the playground of the school due to the warmer weather rather than in the Drill Hall. One member, Mr
T Gardiner, has joined the Army and is engaged

Page 4
May 29"

Wounded i On may 18" Mrs Dyer, Town Street, received a postcard from her husband, Private
Walter Dyer, 15t Leicestershire Regiment, stating that he had been wounded. He had been wounded
in the thigh and arm and was in the 5" Southsea General Hospital, Portsmouth. Mrs Dyer has a son,
Private James Dyer, 15t Suffolk Regiment, who has been missing since August 26". 0

Page 4
May 29™

fA family of soldiers i Cases are continually being revealed in which whole families of sons are
serving with the colours, and this week attention may be directed to the fine record set up by the
family of Mrs Carter, of Broomhill, who has three sons serving, in addition to one killed in action, and
one who was formerly in the Army, but was discharged on account of deafness. Beyond that three of
Mrs Carterds daughters are married to soldiers
Army. Surely such a wholesale example of patriotism would be hard to beat, and the names are
worth recording. The son who unfortunately lost his live in defence of his country was Private
Leonard Carter. He was with the 4" Dragoon Guards and was killed in action on October 16™.
Another son is Sergeant A. Carter, of the Lincolns, who has been ten years in the Army, has served
at Gibraltar, Aden and India, and is now at the front. Private E Carter who is in the Royal Fusiliers,
joined soon after the outbreak of war, and expects to go to the front shortly; while Private Harry Carter
is in the Canadian Force. He went out to Canada to take up farming work four or five years ago, and
also enlisted at the beginning of the war. He came to England with the troops in April.

(continued)
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(continued)

The other son Jack, though he is handicapped with deafness, has made several attempts to join the
Army, and while unsuccessful up to present has not lost hope of some use being made of his
services. Of the daughters Mildred is the widow of Sergeant Lane, of the Royal Artillery, who died
from fever in Africa; Beatrice is married to Sergeant William Egrey, of the Bedfords, and Ethel
recently married Lance-Corporal Robert Bullock, a Brandon soldier, who in January obtained a few

days leave fromactives er vi ce f or that interesting ceremon
Page 6 fPRETTY STIFF FIGHTING
May 29 Brandon soldieroés letter.

Mrs W Carter, of Broomhill, Brandon, has received a letter from her son, Sergeant A. Carter, of the
Lincolns, who writes in a very hopeful and re-assuring tone to the course of events at the Front.

He states:

il am sure you must feel proud of your sons wh
people and country, and although it will cause lamentable losses amongst those we love so dear, we
must be of good cheer, and look upon everything that happens as being for the best. | received a
letter from Jack (his brother) to say he was having another try for the Army, and | hope he has been
successful this time, as although he may not be able to come out here, his services will be quite
useful at home. | have not run across anyone | know yet, but am keeping a good look out, and am
looking forward to seeing both Harry (Private Carter, of the Canadians) and Ted (Private E. Carter) in
thenear f utur e. We are having some pretty stiff
before the Germans are sorry that they started this game. According to the tricks they have been
getting up to just lately, it is about time they were crushed once and for all. Do not worry as to my
safety, as | am still on my same job, and do not get into the danger zone. You seem anxious that this
war should finish early. Well for my part, | only hope they will keep at it until our enemies are
completely crushed once and for all. It is far better that we should fight to a finish now than to stop

half way, and then have to start over again in
weather here at present, and the country is looking simply grand, and it seems hard at times to realise
that fighting is going on so near at hand. o

BRANDON SAPPERO6S LETTERS.
No shot for three hours

ALi ke being in Paradisebo
Church bells and band on Whit Sunday

Mrs Whitta, of Brandon, has recently received three letters from her son, Ernest, of the 15t Norfolks,
who has now become a sapper.

On May 26™ he writes:

OYour | etter found me in the trenches again, s
same quarter again, and it is a bit rough. On Whit Sunday the church bells were ringing in a village
the other side of the German lines. They had a band playing, and it sounded lovely. They did not fire
a shot for quite three hours, and it was like being in Paradise not to hear a shot fired for so long a

time. The next day (Whit Monday) there was an attack on our left, and the big gunfire was enough to
deafen anyone, so you see we had quite a lively time of it. | suppose you had quite a quiet holiday. |
wish | had been with you to have enjoyed a quiet one, as hardly a second passes here without a shot
of some sort is fired &

All the Brandon boys are quite well at the tim

In a further letter, dated May 27, he states:

il received the parcebrgadtaendabettedaygamandnt
much bread. They dished out the |l etters and p
quite an early morningdbés feed. I have got a b
much, as | am in the sappers. We have to trench underground from our trenches to the Germans,

and then put mines in and blow them up. o0

The third letter is mostly of a personal nature, but Sapper Whitta remarks that they are getting fine
weather, though it is still a bit cold at night. They have to work at night and sleep in the daytime, and
are now getting a bit more rest.

Page 7
June 12"

MEASLES AND MUMPS NOTIFIABLE i A special meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was
held at Thetford on Friday.

Inspectors of the Local Government Board, attended, and explained that in consequence of military
arrangements affecting the district, it was advisable that measles, German measles and mumps
should be made notifiable diseases in order that troops should not be infected. He pointed out that

(continued)
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(continued)

otherwise the necessity of isolating contacts might result in a large humber of troops being put out of
action, and urged that the provisions of the Act should be put into operation as soon as possible. It
would be sufficient for the military authorities if only the first case arising in a household were notified.
The Council resolved that the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889, should apply in this district
to cases of measles, German measles (Rubella), and mumps during period troops were encamped or
billeted within the district, subject to Local Government Board issuing and order confining the
notification of such diseases to the first case arising in a household from a certain period from the
date of such notification.

Page 7 NORTON 1 Walter Norton, labourer, Brandon, was summoned for non-payment of 13s arrears for his

June 12" sonds maintenance in an industrial school . Th
who had brought the 13s. Inspector Mobbs suggested that the defendanti woul d never
was forcedo.

Page 4 Home on leave i Gunner J Stannard, Royal Horse Atrtillery, recently visited friends at Brandon, after

June 267 receiving four days home leave. He was in India at the outbreak of the war and came over with the
Indian troops, landing at Marseille. He saw active service and came under fire from accurate German
artillery. His unit had trouble locating a German Battery, but an aircraft spotted it under a steel roof
andrelayedtheco-or di nat es b a avkll placed shell ldenv the whidléconcern to
smithereens. 0 He went on to say, AThe Ger mans
equal the Brita who are in a good spirits. o

5’3{%}53@ SAD DROWNING FATALITY

At the Paget Hall on Wednesday, Mr C Green (Deputy Coroner) held an inquest concerning the death
of James Stephen Parry, High Street, Brandon, who was drowned in the River Ouse while bathing on
Tuesday.

Mr Benson Haskins was chose foreman of the jury.

Deceased father gave evidence of his identification. He said his son, who could swim, went down to
the river to bathe about five minutes past twelve on Tuesday. Deceased was in the habit of going to
the shallow place in the river, not where the fatality occurred.

Alfred William Palmer, aged 12, said on Tuesday he went down to bathe in the river with the
deceased. They both went into the overflow at the shallow part. Deceased got out the other side of
the river, and witness came out and dressed. Deceased asked witness to go over to his side, which
he did, and then deceased jumped into the river from the staunch. Witness told him not to do it, but
deceased said he would try his luck.

Deceased could swim all right until he got to the deep part, where the current was, and then he called
out for help. Deceased then sank. Witness went to the other side of the river, and put his boots and
stockings on and ran for help. When he got as
them if they could swim, as a little boy was drowning at the staunch. One of the soldiers went to the
river, the other going for further help. When witness returned to the staunch they had got deceased
out.

Theforemani ADi d deceased jump from the bank?09

Witnessi iHe j umped in foom the brick wal/

Aldurori AiWas the staunch gates open or closed?0o0
Witnessi iUp . O

Edward Tom Turner, aged 12, who also went to the river with the deceased to bathe, said he told the
deceased not to go into the staunch hole. Deceased went in, however, and swam until he got to the
deep water. Witness did not see the deceased go under, but heard the last witness say he had.
Inspector MobbsiT iDi d you give the deceased a cigarett ¢
Witnessi i Yes . O

Inspector Mobbsi i What f or ?0
Witnessi i Not hi ng. 0

Inspector Mobbsi iYou gave it to him before he went int
Witnessi i Yes . 0

Inspector Mobbsi iDi d you give him the cigarette to go
Witnessi AiNo, sir . o

Dr W.O. Trotter stated that in response to a call he cycled down to the staunch on Tuesday, where he
found the deceased out of the water lying on the bank. A soldier was trying artificial respiration.
Witness saw no signs of life in the body, but ordered artificial respiration to be continued, though it
was without affect. Death was due to suffocation from drowning.

Edward Buddell Puckridge, of Bromley, Kent, said he was fishing in the river a few yards from where
the boys were bathing. He saw the deceased and other boys standing on the brick wall of the
staunch. Deceased was undressed, and had bathing drawers on. Witness heard a splash and saw
deceased swimming past where he was fishing. Deceased appeared to be swimming well against

(continued)
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(continued)

The current, and seemed to be making for therushes. The ot her boys call ed
drowned. 0 When deceased had got past witness
into the middle of the stream. Witness asked boys the deceased could swim well, and they replied
that he could swim, but not very well. Deceased then appeared to be swimming with great difficulty.
And witness searched for a pole or anything he could use to assist the boy. He found nothing at all.
When witness returned to the river the deceased had disappeared. Witness went to a bend on the
river, and then saw Mr Lingwood, who came when witness called him. Witness could not swim, and
one of his arms was incapacitated. The boys told him there was 13ft of water there.

By the foremani i When deceased t ur n ¢ndssformedithe bpmien he was tmaking
across the stream to the other bank.

Palmer Albert Lingwood, furrier, said he was in his motor-boat on the river on Tuesday when he heard
someone running up the path shout i ng,tness Sateddis wi
motor and took the boat the river, until he saw the body lying at the bottom of the water, which at that
spot was not more than five or six feet deep. Witness secured the body and tried artificial respiration,

which was carried onbysome s ol di er s. Witness thought he s
apparently opened.
The jury returned a verdict of HAAccidental De a

Inspector Mobbs said the deceased was a very promising lad and his sympathy went out to the
parents.

The Coroner said he wished to associate himself with the expressions of sympathy.

The Foreman expressed the hope that some means could be devised for preventing boys from
bathing in the dangerous parts of the river.

The jury requested the foreman to hand their fees over to the Red Cross Society.

Page 4 fiConcert 1 Last Thursday week, at the Church Institute, a concert was given by some troops billeted
Jul 3¢ in the town. The Institute and Bowling Green have been placed at the disposal of troops in the town
and so the troops showed their thanks by giving the concert. Proceeds of the concert equated to £2
17s 6d0o
Page 4 Voluntary Training Corps i Details of Brandon VTC:
Jul 107 Colonel i Lord Cadogan
Commandant i Mr AW Rought-Rought
Assistant Adjutant 1 Mr Arthur Lee Barber
Platoon Commanders i Mr FW Ridsale
Mr W Murrell
Sgt-Major i F Shears
Qtr-Master 1 Sgt R Wilby
Sergeants i W Edgington
G Whitta
FJ Mount
A Rolph
Corporals - A Newton
A Dyer
J Leach
K Grimes
5’391601 DANGEROUS DRIVING i Frank Edwards, of Thetford Road, Brandon, was summoned for driving a

motor car at a speed dangerous to the public in High Street on 12t June.

Defendant pleaded not guilty.

Inspector Mobbs said he was on duty opposite the Paget Hall about 9pm on the 12t June. In
consequence of a soldier having fainted in the Hall a crowd of people had assembled in the street.
Witness saw a motor car travelling at a fast speed from the direction of the bridge. He hurried off the
path into the road and saw that the car was being driven by the defendant. Witness held up his hand
and shouted to the defendant to drive steadier. Edwards took no notice, but continued at the same

speed up the street. I n the witness®6 opi nhoorn
and several women and children had to get out
people to drive in the street |ike that, Mobbs

same night witness saw the defendant, whom he informed that a complaint had been made of the

way he drove his motor car. Witness pointed out that he nearly ran over some of the people, and that
he failed to stop when witness held up his han
accident . 0

Defendant, addressing the Bench, said it was nonsense to say he was going at 25 miles an hour. It
was impossible for his old car to get up a quarter that speed in the distance between the Hall and

(continued)
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(continued)

the dangerous bridge, where people would naturally pull up. He passed over the bridge at about a
walking pace. He did not see Inspector Mobbs hold up his hand. If he had he would have stopped.
Addressing I nspector Mobbs the defendant ashHaed
your own back?o0

Inspector Mobbsi il deny that. I do not do police dut)
P.C. O6Brien said on the evening in question h
his car about the town at a speed dangerous to the public. About9 o06cl ock he saw
approaching along High Street from the direction of the Railway Station. He was travelling at

probably from 25 to 30 miles an hour. Witness saw Inspector Mobbs go into the road and call out, but
the defendant failed to stop. He was also present when Inspector Mobbs subsequently interviewed

the defendant, who said, fAWhy should | stop?
Defendant repeated that it was impossible for him to get up that speed in the distance, and added,
iThe |l ongtaondél $hois, it is nothing only a bit

The Chairman said the speed had nothing to do with it. Defendant was driving to the danger of the
public.

Defendant replied that the car was perfectly under control, and he could have pulled up within a few
yards.

The Bench imposed a fine of £1.

Page 4
Jul 17

fKilled in action i News reached Brandon this week of the death of Corporal V Snare, of the 1
Border Regiment, who was killed in action in the Dardanelles. Corporal Snare was the son of Mr and
Mrs H Snare, of Battersea, formerly of Brandon. He was well known in the town, where he has many
friends. 0

Page 4
Jul 17

firhe V.T. Corps i The members of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps have received almost the
whole of their equipment. They have been in possession of rifles for some time, and about three
parts of the full number of uniforms have been delivered. A band has been formed, consisting of
three side-drums, a bass drum, and nine bugles, and is receiving instruction from Bandmaster F
Farrow. Brandon Corps is designated H Company of the 2" Battalion Suffolk Regiment, of which
Ear | Cadogan is Colonel . 0

Page 4
Jul 17

Drummer P Wilby has written to friends at Brandon, and in his letter gives some of his recent
experiences. fi | am writing these few |Iines 1in
A, B and C Companies are in the firing line, and we have to carry their rations and water, and do what
they want, but for my part | would rather be in the firing line, as it is just as dangerous where we are, if
not more so. There are plenty of shells bursting round about, and it fairly got our nerves up the first
day or two, but we have got used to it now. | was with another chap looking at a grave when a shell
burst over us and cut off the top of the tree under which we were standing, and a piece of the shell fell
between the two of us. Wedidnotst op any |l onger. I't was a bit

Page 6
Jul 17t

Mfter the Hunsd® bl ood, Brandon SappieMrsWhitta,a@ wo ¢
Brandon, has recently received several letters from her son, Sapper Ernest Whitta, who is at the
front with the 15t Norfolks. In the first one, written about the middle of last month, there is a reference
to Private Chinn, of Weeting, who was mortally wounded soon afterwards. The letter states:- We
have just had a sermon in the wood, 150 yards behind the firing line, as it is Sunday night. | have just
had tea, bread and marmalade; and you know | like such stuff as that. We have to give 10d for a loaf
of bread, and it is rum stiff then, as there is not any salt init. The milkisl1ldatnnow é and
Brandon boys are quite well up to the present, also young Billy Chinn. | look after him as he is so

young, and | give him plenty of fags when we h
that he is, AStilInl, iamdt wveryi muchf adorwai taifd er t
received a parcel Tuesday, and it was al/|l br ok

hear you have got some more soldiers in Brandon again, as it will liven the old place up a bit; but we
want as many out here as possible to get it over. We want a few more here, then we could get a little
more rest. We have been up in the firing line and in a wood 26 days, and expect to be here another
month. We therefore cannot get back to have a little bit of enjoyment at one of the villages to liven us
up as we go out of the firing line into a hole in the ground like a hermit, and there are millions of ants
about here. o

Writing on the 23 June he said they were getting some beautiful weather, but it was still very cold at
ni ght . AiThe battle, o he continues, dAis stildl
get the other parcel you sent off last week. | thought | should of got it today, as there were three bags
of mail up, and | stood there waiting; but there was only a letter, thought that was good and was

nearly the last one out of the three bags. You ought to see the poor boys all rush round when they
are calling the names out , | us Towardsthgend of thithlettern e w
Sapper Whitta states that young Chinn was wounded with a rifle grenade and got three or four

wounds. All the other Brandon boys were quite well at the time of writing. On the 28" June he stated
that he was still up in the firing line, and had been there nearly six weeks. He expected to be in it for
anot her mont h. AOur troops, 0 he says, fiare st

(continued)
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(continued)

is still going on. Our troops arestiladvanci ng, and the French are
written last Sunday, and in it he speaks of a shell bursting in the wood where he is, killing one of the
sappers and wounding two more.o

Jul ?

fWounded i Mrs Austin, Town Street, has received a letter from her husband, Private Henry

George Austin of the 15t Norfolk Regiment, saying he was wounded but making steady progress
whilst in hospital. AYou see by the address |
as | had a piece of periscope glass taken from my chest. It was not a very big piece, but it brought

me out of the firing line for a time. |l saw M

Jul 31% 1915

fiv.T.C. Parade i On Sunday the Brandon Company of the V.T.C. journeyed to Bury St. Edmunds,
where, with other companies comprising the 2" Battalion Suffolk Regiment of the Volunteer Training
Corps, they were inspected by General Smith-Dorrien. The Brandon men are now in possession of
all their uniforms, besides rifles, and they presented a remarkably smart appearance. The Company
paraded at the Armoury just before 11 on Sunday morning, under the command of Commander A.W.
Rought-Rought. The other officers present were Assistant Commandant A. Lee Barber, Lieuts F.W.
Risdale and W. Murrell. Sgt-Major Shears, Quarter-Master-Sgt Wilby, Sgts Edgington, G. Whitta,
Grimes and Newton and Corporals Leach, A. Rolph, A. Dyer, and J. Caban.

There were 84 of all ranks on parade. Headed by the drum and bugle band, under Bandmaster
Farrow, the Company marched to the Railway Station, whence they were conveyed by special train
via Ely to Bury. Here the bugle band led the way to the Great Eastern Hotel, where the Commandant
kindly provided refreshments. The Company then proceeded to Angel Hill, where they joined the
Battalion. The band of the Suffolks now took the lead, and the battalion proceeded to a spot near the
Skating Rink. After an inspection in line, the battalion marched past in column of platoons from the
right. Brandon Company, who were No. 13 platoon, seemed to specially catch the eye of the
spectators, probably owing to their smart and finished appearance, and they generously applauded.
The battalion was then formed up on three faces of a hollow square, the officers being called to the
front and individually complimented by the General on the all round efficiency of the men. In this
respect Commander Rought-Rought received high commendation. A return was made to Angel Hill
for the dismissal. Brandon Company marched on to the Great Eastern Hotel, led by its own hand as
before, and after partaking of refreshments by means of generosity of the officers, entrained at
5.15pm for Brandon, which was reached about an hour later. Leaving their rifles at the Armoury, they
proceeded to the Market Hill and were dismissed. Regret was felt by the whole Company at the
unavoidable absence of Sir John Aird, who was away on business in connection with the Munitions
Committee. The corps owes much to the influence and liberality of Sir John, and the members
naturally wished him present on what was undoubtedly an important day for them. There were
altogether about 906 on parade at Bury, the battalion consisting of 16 platoons. A word of praise is
due to Mr Fred Farrow on the astonishing success he has achieved with the bugle band. It was only
three weeks ago that they received the instruments, yet the lads managed their bugles and drums so
capably that they surprised even their own colleagues. Recognition should also be made of the work
of Sgt-Major Shears, who, with the assistance of Quarter-Master-Sgt Wilby, has brought the
Company on wonderfully well with their drills. Commander A.W. Rought-Rought has received the
following letter from Sir George W. Agnew, of Rougham ...

fil desire to congratulate you on the fine appe
on Sunday last, when our Battalion had the honour of being inspected by General Sir H. Smith-
Dorrien, C.G.B. Bearing in mind the fact that your company had no previous experience of Battalion
drill, it is all the more creditable that the men should have proved so efficient. | thank you, your
officers and men, for parading in such good numbers on a day when naturally the means of
communication were somewhat difficult. P.S. T | have just received a letter from Lord Cadogan
expressing his delight with O6the good parade,
of all concerned. 60

Page 4 fINTERCESSORY SERVICE i In connection with the anniversary of the declaration of war a service

Aug 7" of penitence and intercession was held at the Parish Church on Wednesday evening, the Rector
officiating. The service was attended by the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps. After the hymn
fiRock of Ageso, and address was given by the R
with a memori al prayer for those who have fall

5\33873 MILITARY SPORTS i Removal to a new training ground necessitated an alteration in the date of the

sports arranged by the 2/1st E.A. (Essex) R.G.A. Heavy Battery (Major S.E. Wood commanding), and
they were held on Saturday, instead of Monday, in a meadow kindly lent by Mr Towler. The
programme consisted of flat races (100 yards, 440 yards, and one mile), equestrian displays,
including wrestling on horseback, V.C. race, and driving competition; also tugs-of-war and swimming
races in the river adjoining the field. The concert arranged to take place in the evening had to be
abandoned; and the prizes were distributed at
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Page 4
Aug 7"

fVTC PARADE T A large proportion of the members of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps
attended Divine service at the parish church on Sunday morning. Assembling on the Market Place
they marched to the church led by the bugle band. Commander A.W. Rought-Rought and other
officers were present. The sermon was preached by the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt), who based his
discourse on the following text ...

Whoever shall save his live shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it. T St.
Matthew xvi., 25

The Rector spoke of the magnificent work which our Navy and Army had done during the war, and
urged upon everyone the duty of doing his utmost in the present crisis. As a concluding voluntary, the
organist (Mr A.E. Chapman) played fAthe Marsell
Place, where before the dismissal they were addressed in complimentary term by Sir John Aird and
Col. Hamilton. Sir John complimented the Commandant and the officers, including Sergt-Major
Shears and Qr-Mr-Sergt Wilby, on the fine appearance of the Corps and the way in which they had
turned out. He also spoke of the great amount of work the Commandant had done for the Corps, and
thought that without Mr. Roughtdés influence an
marked progress. These remarks were acknowledged by Mr. Rought Rought, who said he was only
too pleased to do his level best for the Corps, and who gratefully acknowledged the generous way in
which Sir John Aird had backed up their efforts.

On Monday the Corps had a route march to Lakenheath. They paraded 71 strong at the Armoury just
before t waommaddedRoughit-Rought and other officers being present. About two hours
later they arrived at Lakenheath were they met the Mildenhall Company, and together proceeded to
The Retreat, the grounds of which were thrown open for inspection. Later on both Corps were
entertained to tea at the One Bell Hotel. The Brandon Companyre-as semb|l ed about
the return march, which was completed about 8.15. It is worthy of note that two of the oldest
members of the Corps T William Talbot, who is over 70, and J Faban, who is between 60 and 70; did
the entire march without once falling out. Mr Talbot was one of the old Suffolk Volunteers. Sir John
Aird has added to his former | iberal gifts to

Page 4
Aug 14"

THE TRAINING CORPS i .A miniature rifle range has been provided for the use of the Brandon
Volunteer Training Corps in the grounds of Heath House, the residence of the Commandant (Mr AW
Rought-Rought). It will be open for firing every Wednesday and Saturday, and will enable the
members to set about obtaining the requisite percentage of points to entitle them to the proficiency
badge. Many of them have already completed the required number of drills; in fact, ten members
made fApossi bl ebo2)atdt endances (

Page 4
Aug 14"

fDESERTER i Before Colonel Hamilton was Thomas Fairbrother who had gone absent without
leave from the 2/5" Battery Essex Regiment (Territorials). Inspector Mobbs received a complaint on
4t August of a soldier acting in a suspicious manner and found him concealed near the fence along
Bury Road. He had neither pass nor an explanation. Inspector Mobbs then took the man to the
Police Station and searched him but found no pass. He was locked up and the next day admitted to
being AWOL. He was remanded to await a military e

Page 4
Aug 21

fFever 1 Mrs Wharf has received a message that her son, Private Rex Wharf, who is with the force
fighting in Mesopotamia, had been suffering from fever since June. He was then leaving hospital to
recuperate in Bombay. o

Page 4
Aug 21t

BAND PERFORMANCE i An excellent programme of music was rendered by the band of the
Hertfordshire Yeomanry on the Market Place on Saturday evening. There was a large gathering and
the music was much appreciated.

Page7
Aug 21

fBRANDON RURAL COUNCIL i

The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday. Mr A.\W.
Rought-Rought presided, and there were also present Col E.P. Mackenzie, Messrs H Plummer, J
Pickering, W.R. Johnstone, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen).

The Clerk said he had received a further letter from the military authorities offering to pay £1 per week
for the use of the Small Pox Hospital. He understood the local authorities were the laughing stock of
the district for asking such an enormous amount as £3 for a tin shed like that.

The Chairman said if it was considered a tin shed it cost alot of money.

TheClerki AiOh yes, but they cannot help that. A5 2
Col. Mackenziei il nstead of A150. I't does seem rather
Mr Johnstonei A And t hey will |l eave it as it is when t
The Clerk said that was so. It was also understood that the building should be vacated at 24 hours
notice on the occurrence of Small Pox in the C
medi cal of ficer, who said if it was stipulated
difficulty in the way of the hospital being let to them.

Col. Mackenziei How much did the building cost to buil

(continued)
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(continued)

The Clerk Al do not Kknow. A thousand pounds a
buil ding cost. o

The Chairman i Oh no. | think the offer is very reasonable, and beg to move that we agree to accept
Al a week. o

This was carried. o

TELEGRAPHIC EXTENSION i An application was received from the Post Office authorities for leave
to make a small extension of the telegraphic system at Brandon. The Clerk explained that as they
wished to do the work at once, and a Board meeting could not be held in time, the matter was
referred to the Chairman, who granted permission. The Chairman said it was only a temporary
matter. Mr Roughmels action was confir

PETROLEUM LICENCE i The Council granted an application from Mr T.H. Teed, of Brandon, for a
petroleum licence.

The Clerk reported that the treasurer had received £270 13s 0d. There were outstanding cheques to
the amount of £200 which together with current payments would create a temporary overdraft of £402
2s 11d. He added that the money was coming in slowly.

WOUNDED IN THE DARDANELLES i The name of Lieutenant Guy Wood appeared in the list of
officers wounded in the recent Gallipoli fighting. Lieut. Wood, of Brandon, was fortunately only slightly
wounded in the neck, and in a letter home he stated that he hoped to be on duty againinaf ew d ¢

fKILLED AT MONS i Information has just reached Brandon of the death of Drummer George

Branch, son of Mrs H Branch, of 60 London Road, who was killed in action as long ago as August of
last year. He was reported missing after the battle of Mons, and hitherto every effort to trace his
whereabouts of fate failed. At last his wife, Mrs Nina Branch, resorted to the expedient of writing to all
the prisonersé camps in Ger many, and this week
prisoner of war, at Saltau, stating:

fi Y oinquiry of July 9t to hand, and duly note contents. | regret very much to say your husband was
killed at Mons on August 24™, having been shot through the brain. He died instantaneously. He was
in my section of the platoon, and | knew him well. | thought it was better for you to know the truth and
set your mind at ease. I sincerely sympathise
Drummer Branch belonged to the 1st Norfolks, and had served in the Army for nine years. He went

on the Reserve only two months before mobilisation, and was employed at the Metropolitan Gas
Works when recalled to his regiment in Ireland. Mrs Branch has two other sons in the Army, Sgt
William Branch of the 3" Norfolks, and Private Herbert, inthe 5" Nor f ol ks . o

Page 4
Sep 4"

fIMOTOR CAR ABLAZE i An overflow of petrol caused the total destruction by fire of a nearly new
motor car on the London Road on Saturday evening. The car was a 12-horse power Peugeot, owned
by Lieutenant R.J. Gunther, of the Lovat Scouts. He arrived at Messrs. Hanbur y6s gar a
7.30pm and asked for four gallons of petrol, leaving the engine running. The manager (Mr F Scott)
having emptied one of the cans of petrol into the tank, was in the act of emptying the other, and being
at the same time in conversation with Lieutenant Gunther, did not notice that the tank was full. The
result was the spirit overflowed and ignited, the car very soon becoming enveloped in flame despite
all the efforts to subdue the fire. Mr Scott was slightly burnt about the hand and arm, and was
afterwards medically attended. Inspector Vincent and PC de Rungary were quickly on the scene, and
the unusual sight of the burning car attracted a large crowd of onlookers. Nothing could be done to
save the car, and the damage was estimatedat A400. o

Page 4
Sep 11

fKILLED IN ACTION i An official notification has been received from the War Office by Mrs S
Rumsey, of Stanley Row, Town Street, that her son, 2055 Private Harry V Rumsey, was reported
killed in Alexandria, Egypt, on August 14, He was in the 4" Norfolks. A letter dated August 11,
was received by his widowed mother, in which he spoke of the voyage to the Dardanelles. He wrote
that letter on ship, and he must have been killed almost immediately he landed. He was 19 years of
age. He has another brother, Private Robert Rumsey, who is in the same regiment, and went out in
the same boat. o

Page 4
Sep 11"

fHARVEST FESTIVALI The first of the harvest festivals was held in the Town Street Primitive
Methodist Church on Sunday. The congregation and friends had contributed liberal gifts of flowers,
fruit, corn, vegetables, etc for the decoratio
Whittome of Feltwell. A solo was sung by Miss Alice Challis and Mr. Frank Challis proceeded at the
organ. 0
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Page 4
Sep 18"

A PATRIOTIC FAMILY 1 A family of father and sons are serving. Mr and Mrs G Bullock, of Bridge
Street, Brandon, have given their four sons, three as soldiers and one as\a sailor. Mr Bullock himself
is a member of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps. The eldest son, Lance-Corporal R Bullock, is
inthel6h"Lancers, and is on active service in Fran
Westminster Rifles, and Private J Bullock, 13" Essex Regiment, is also in training. The sailor son is
on H.M.S. Calleope. 0

Page 4
Sep 18"

iVOLUNTEER®S CHUR OQHheBarddrD/Elunteer Training Corps to the number of 74
all told, attended divine services at Downham Church on Sunday morning. They were in the charge
of Commander A.W. Rought-Rought, and also present were Mr A. Lee Barber (second in command),
the Platton Commanders (Lieuts. Ridsdale and Murrell) and Sgt Major Shears. The Corps paraded at
the Armoury at 9.34am, and headed by the bugle band, under Bandmaster Farrow, marched to the
church where morning service was conducted by the Rector. On leaving the church, the Corps
proceeded to the drive near Downham Hall, where they were subjected to a critical inspection by
Colonel Mackenzie. The colonel afterwards complimented the men on their smartness and reminded
them of Nel sonds | maeddthat hegwowddibe only tdepleasédsoodo anything he
could for the Corps.

Commander Rought-Rought acknowledged the kind words of the colonel, whom he thanked for the
rifles presented by the Colonel to the Corps. Sir John Aird was present and addressed a few
encouraging words to the Corps. Leaving the park by the main entrance the men returned to the
Armoury, where they were dismissed. o

Page 5
Sep 18"

fEGGS AS MESSENGERS TO THE WOUNDED i Several of the children who contributed eggs for
the wounded at the recent service held for that purpose at the Baptist Church, wrote and addresses
on the shells and sent little messages. In two cases these acts of thoughtfulness have brought letters
of gratitude from soldiers in hospital at towns as far removed as Manchester and Eastbourne.

Ivy Field, of Bury Road, received the following letter from Private H.W. Martin Winter, 8t Battalion
Middlesex Regiment, who is at Crumpsall Military Hospital, Manchester.

AThis morning as | was having breakfast | c¢came
also a little message, and it has inspired me into writing and thanking you for your kindness. And, of
course, you are a stranger to me, | presume that you are a schoolgirl, if not you will have to forgive

me; but all the same you will probably be glad to know that at least there is one that is very grateful. It
is not so much the gift, but it reveals that in your heart you feel proud of the soldiers that have done
their duty to their King and country, and to the women and children; and it is a great pleasure to me to
let you know that your kindness is not wasted. | would like you to thank all your friends and
companions that you know have sent these little gifts, in my name on behalf of the wounded soldiers,
and if ever | go to the Front again your little message will help and comfort me in that hour of
darkness. 0

The other letter was from Private W Bayliss, of the 9t Worcesters, who is at the Summerdown
Convalescent Camp, Eastbourne, and it was addressed to Donald Lingwood, son of Mr and Mrs H
Lingwood, Thetford Road, Brandon. The contents are as follows ...

fil send this | etter of thanks to you f oerswhdbavek
been invalided home to England from the Dardanelles. We had eggs this morning for breakfast, and
the first one that was put on my plate had your name and address upon it, so | think | am only doing
right by sending this letter to you. Aftert wel ve mont hsé service it 1is
tasty for breakfast. o

In a postscript Private Bayliss says,

filt would have been a blessing if we had had e
beef and biscuits. o

Page 8
Sep 18"

fFATHER AND FOUR SONS SERVING i Mr G Bullock of Bridge Street, Brandon, and his four sons
are at present serving their countr in one fo

Mr G Bullock (father), of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps, Lance Corporal H Bullock, Private
Edward Bullock, Private J Bullock, Charles Henry Bullock.
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Page 4

AWOUNDED i Sergeant William Kent, 4™ Norfolks, has written to his wife, Mrs Kent, Thetford Road,

Sep 257 informing her that he has been wounded in the

Page 4 fOBITUARY i At the early age of 16 years, the death of Clifford Jack Gostling, second son of Mr

Sep 257 Charles Henry Gostling, of Holmwood, Brandon, occurred on Tuesday. He was taken ill on Sunday
week and was found to be suffering from appendicitis and peritonitis. Two operations were performed
but unfortunately without avail , lackadam. IDeceaped was e d
educated at the Brandon Council School, and was afterwards apprenticed as an engineer at the
Spartan Works, where he was lately engaged in munition work. The funeral taken place at Castle
Acre today (Friday).o

Page 4 MAJOR F.G.W. WOOD HONOURED i Hearty congratulations are offered to Major Frederick G.W.

Sep 25" Wood, 4" Battalion Norfolk Regiment (T.F.). His Majesty has been pleased to confer the Territorial
decoration upon him.o

Page 4 ICHURCHES AND THE LIGHTING PROBLEM i With the return of the darker evenings the problem

Sep 25" of reducing the church lights for evening service sufficiently to comply with the regulations has again
become acute. The Free Churches have mostly overcome the difficulty by screening the windows,
but in the case of the parish church this is rather a formidable and expensive undertaking, and up to
the present has not been adopted. There are 18 windows in the church, most of them of a large size,
and the outlay on blinds or curtains would necessarily be a considerable item. For the last two
Sundays, therefore, evensong has been held at 5.30, but what steps will be taken as winter advances
is a matter for future decision. o

giﬁezi-,‘m fBRANDON RURAL COUNCIL i The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was

held at Thetford on Friday. Mr A.W. Rought-Rought presided, and there were also present: The Rev.
C Green, Messr H.W. Winter, A.J. Cackett, J Balaam, J Pickering, W Durrant, H Plummer and W.R.
Plummer, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen).

INSPECTION OF BILLETS 1 The Sanitary Inspector (Mr Miler) reported that he had made 239
inspections and re-inspections of billets in Brandon. In reply to the Chairman, Mr Miller said the billets
were now satisfactory. o

NATIONAL REGISTRATION i The Clerk reported that the work of registering persons under the
National Registration Act was now practically complete as far as this Council was concerned, but the
Register was to be kept open to the 30t September. On the motion of the Chairman, it was
unanimously resolved that the best thanks of the Council be recorded to the enumerators and other
voluntary helpers in connection with the registration of person under the Act.

THE SMALL POX HOSPITAL i A letter was received from the Military Authorities offering £1 per
week for the use of the small pox hospital at Thetford on the understanding that it should be
evacuated at 24 hours notice on the occurrence of a case of small pox in the area. It was agreed that
the offer should be accepted.

BER

Page 4 fVTC T As the dark evenings have arrived the members of the Volunteer Training Corps have

Oct 2 decided to make a change in the time of their weekly drill. In place of the Monday evening drill, it is
agreed to have drill on Sunday morning at 9.30. The commandant, Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, kindly
consented for these drills to take place in the grounds of Heath House, his residence. The shooting
practice will be on Wednesdays. o0

Page 4 AiTHE PARISH CHURCH i Considerable difficulty has been experienced in darkening the windows of

Oct 2 the Parish Church so as to comply with the lighting regulations. There are 18 windows, and to
properly cover these with curtains or blinds would entail considerable expense. After the Sunday
morning service a consultation was held when the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt), Dr W.O. trotter
(churchwarden), and the sidesmen were present. After due consideration, it was agreed that no
blinds be provided, and that the services be a

gi?gf BRI GHT LI GHTS AT BRANDON TRADESPEOPLE AND MOTC(

BE OB SE RY EWDBrandon Magistrates were engaged for about two hours on Monday, chiefly
hearing charges against tradespeople and motorists for infringements of the order as to obscuring or
reducing of lights. Colonel B.C.P. Hamilton presided, and the other magistrates were i Colonel
Spragge, Dr Pickworth and Mr George Wood.

The first case was that in which Edith M Clarke, of the White Hart hotel, was charged with

insufficiently obscuring the lights on the 14t September. She was defended by Mr A.J. Winter. PC
O6Brien said about 8.45pm he saw a bright 1igh
he found that the splines of the venetian blind were cromway(?) instead of down. On entering the

yard he found it in a blaze of light, which came from the windows at the back of hotel. The door was

(continued)
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(continued)

al so open. He drew Miss Clarkebés attention to
at all . o Defendant s brother then obscured th
MrWinteri AiWas t he | ight coming from more than one
Witnessi iOne frontac&kmd one b

MrWinteri A Whi ch window in front?o

Witnessi The bar wi ndowbo

Witness added that the light was thrown on to the building opposite . He had cautioned defendant or
others in the hotel on several occasions. PC Brown, who was with the last witness, confirmed his
evidence, and remarked that the blind at one of the windows in the yard was right up, the others were
down, but allowed the light to leave the sides. With regard to the front window some of the splines of
the blind were closed, others were open. Defendant said she was not aware there had been any
complaints about the windows. The blind to the tap room was drawn partly down, and was met by a
short curtain. It was not drawn right down because there were some boxes outside and the light from
the window prevented the danger of people falling over them.

MrWinteri AAnd since the constables came you have
take the risk?0

Withessi i Ye s 0

The Chairman said this was the first case which had come before the Bench, and they were not
disposed to deal harshly with it, but the law must be obeyed.

Defendant would be fined 5s.

There was a similar charge against Walter Talbot, of the Duke of Wellington, for an offence on the

same date. In this case Mr Winteralsod ef ende d. PC O6Brien said a
road on to the wall opposite. The front door of the house was open, and the window had a very fine
red blind which did not sufficiently obscuattee t
and defendant said, il f the door is open why d
down the street?o0 Defendant was rather angry,
evidence.

Defendant admitted that the door was open when the constable came in. He requested customers to
close it after them, but they did not always do so. He had no intention of being rude to the police. In
addition to the red blind he hung a tablecloth over the window. Mr Winter pointed out that in this case
there appeared to have been no previous warning given, apart from the printed circular which was
distributed generally. With regard to the door it was a difficulty experienced by all beerhouse keepers.
Customers left the door open, although they were asked not to do so. Defendant was fined 2s 6d.

In a similar case against Arthur B. Footer, tobacconist, police-sergeant Brown said the light was
showing across the road on to the opposite home. It was issuing from the sides where the blind did
notf i t . Witness drew defendantds attention to
PC O6Brien said the defendant admitted he had
warned the defendant on two occasions this week previously. Addressing the Bench, defendant said
there was only one gas burner, and that was sh

(

Page 4
Oct 9"

SUFFERING FROM CONCUSSION i The explosion of a shell resulted in Lance Corporal A.J. Field,
of the 9" Devons, son of Mr Robert Field, of Thetford Road, being invalided home suffering from
concussion. He is now at the Southern Hospital, Birmingham. It appears he was with troops holding
a ridge when the shell burst, and an officer, noticing he was bleeding from the ears and nose, sent
him back to the dressing station. Private Field joined the Army at the beginning of the war, and went
to the Front about July. o

Page 4
Oct 9"

AiSCHOOLBOY®S FI NBRAndaBl€recBrdin school attendance has been established by
Percy Grimes, son of Mr and Mrs Grimes, of Brandon. The lad has attended the Council Schools for
nine years and three months, during which he was never absent and never late. He has now gained
a scholarship, and is continuing his education at Thetford Grammar School. The matter was referred
to at a recent meeting of the School Managers, when it was resolved that the case should be reported
to the West Suffolk Education Committee with a view to obtaining some tangible recognition of the

|l adds achievement . o

Page 4
Oct 9"

fLETTER HOME 1 The following letter has been received by Mrs James Grass, of Bury Road, from
Captain E.V. Carey, representing Acting-Corporal W. Grass, 15t Battalion Rifle Brigade.

il have for a |l ong time been anxious t o ofwoursbre
Acting Corporal W. Grass, of the 8" Battalion Rifle Brigade, but | have only just succeeded in finding
your address. Your son was in the platoon which | had the honour to command, and | had the very

(continued)
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(continued)

highest opinion of his coolness and pluck. | felt | could always rely upon him to carry out any task
which required to be done, and | felt his loss keenly. He was shot whilst crossing a piece of open
groundbetween the fire and support trenches, under heavy shell and rifle fire, on July 30", | saw him
fall, but, very much to my regret, | could not stay to attend to him, as there were other men around me
who had to be led to a place of safety, and | myself wounded at the time. Moreover, he appeared to
me to be killed instantaneously. The regiment has lost a fine soldier, and | deeply sympathise with
you in your loss. It may be some small consolation to you to know that your son died fighting
valiantly. o

The last letter received from the corporal was dated July 27", af t er whi ch he was

Pages 4 -5
Oct 9t

fKILLED IN ACTION i This week the sad news reached Brandon that Private Bertie Edwards, of the
7t Battalion, Norfolk Regiment and Charles Albert Warren, of the 9t Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, had
been killed during recent actions on the British Front. The first named was the second son of Mr
Henry Edwards, of London Road, and was only 19 years of age. It was not many months ago that Mr
and Mrs Edwards lost their only daughter, and special sympathy goes out to them on their double
bereavement. The information of Private Edwar
Herbert, of the same regiment, who, writing on the 2™ inst. Stated that

fiBer t wlasctidniast hight by a piece of shell. We have been shifted to a very hot part of the
line, and the shelling is rather thick. Dear Bert stuck it very bravely, and was, | was told very patient
with his injuries.o

With regard to Private Warren, Mrs Warren, received a letter from his captain to the following effect ...

Alt is my painful duty to inform you that your
death yesterday (Monday, September 27%). We in the platoon sympathise with you deeply in your
irreparable loss, but | know it will be a comfort to you to hear that he died serving his country in the
glorious work of administering to the wounded in the field. As you know, he was a stretcher bearer,
and met his death bringing in wounded yesterday morning after an engagement. He was well liked by
his comrades in the battalion, and they mourn with you his loss. This may be softened by the thought
that he died on the field manfully serving his

Another officer of the battalion wrote expressing deep sorrow and sympathy at the loss of Private
Warren.

iHe was a real treasure serving us, always wil
never seen him slack once, but he has always put his heart into his work, and done it well and
cheerfully. His death was instantaneous. He did not have pain for a single second. You will no doubt
be rejoiced to hear your son was the means of saving more than one brave life before his own
unfortunate end.

On Saturday Mrs Warrenrec ei ved a sympathetic |l etter from H
wrote ...

iwWe were going back to the trenches to collect
exploded amongst us, and, to our sorrow and your misfortune, killed Charliein st ant |l y. 0

Page 4
Oct 9"

fPETTY SESSIONS i The effect of the war on trade was raised at the Brandon Petty Sessions on
Monday, (Col Hamilton presiding) when Frederick W. Smith was summoned in respect of the non
payment of £1 16s 11%d poor rate.

The Chairman: AWhy do you say you cannot pay the r @

Defendant: Al am not doing the trade. o
The Clerk: AWhat is your trade??o
Defendant: fACold meat. o

The Assistant Overseer (Mr F.J. Mount) said he rather thought the defendant had benefited through
the war. The place had been full of troops, and he was very busy.

Defendant: Neither the artillery nor any of th
The Overseer: You benefited by the troops bein
Defendant: Al never said any such thing. o
TheChai r man: (to Mr Mount) Your feeling is that
Mr Mount: Al donét think the business of the t
the town, but previously we had a lot of troops here, and everybody felt the benefit. More money was
spent in the town al/l round. 0

Defendant said Mr Mount must admit the meat trade felt the effects of the war more than any trade in
England.

(continued)
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The Chairman said Mr Wood did not adjudicate in this case, but the other magistrates were of the
opinion that an order for payment must be made. They thought, however, the defendant should be
given time to pay.

The Assistant Overseer said he would give defendant every chance.

At the same court Thomas A. Green, printer, was summoned for allowing his dog to be on the
highway not under control, at midnight, on the 16" September. He was further charged with allowing
his dog to be on the highway without a name and address on its collar, on the 17" September.
Defendant pleaded guilty in both cases.

P.C. O6Brien stated the facts.

Defendant said the dog had been out for a walk with him and he missed it in the street. With regard
to the second charge, defendant said there were two collars, one with the name and address on it
and the other without. His children must have changed them, as the collar without a name and
address had a large ring by which the dog could be easily led. Soldiers made a big chum of the dog,
with the result that it had to be very closely watched, or else it got out of the shop door.

The Bench decided to dismiss the case on payment of the costs (5s).

Clara Edwards, married woman, failed to appear in answer to a summons for assaulting and beating
Amelia Dennis, married woman, at Brandon, on September 17®. A letter was received asking the
Bench to adjourn the case, as the defendant had lost her son and was suffering from a nervous
breakdown.

The Chairman asked Mrs Dennis whether she was
Complainant said he son had enlisted.

The Bench directed that a fresh summons should be issued, and that the steps should be taken to
bring the defendant to the next court.

Page 8 fBRANDON CORPORAL KILLED 7 Acting Corporal W Grass, 15t Battalion Rifle

Oct 9" Brigade, killed in France on July 30t.

Page 4 fCORPORAL WHARF WOUNDED i Another Brandon lad who has been recently wounded is

Oct 16" Corporal H. Wharf, of the 7" Norfolk. Mrs Wm. Wharf, of Gas House Drove, received a postcard from
him stating that he was wounded and being sent down to the base, but giving no details.
On two previous occasions he had narrow escapes. Once a bullet passed through his cap and on
anot her occasion he was grazed by a bullet. o

Page 4 fiTHE SCHOOL CLOCK i The Public Clock in the turret of the Council Schools has undergone a

Oct 16" thorough cleaning. The work has been entrusted to Mr W.J. Murrell, Brandon. The face now
presents a bright and fresh appearance, is outlined in gold leaf, also the figures on the dial. The bell
has beenre-h ung . I n order to conform to the Lighti

Page 4 WOUNDED WHILE COOKING i Notice has been received to the effect that Private Arthur Kent, of

Oct 16" the 4™ Norfolks, son of Mrs Emma Kent, of George Street, was wounded on 15" September in the
Dardanelles. He was engaged in cooking dinner when a shell fragment inflicted serious wounds in
the arm and shoulders. Pte Kent is now in Surrey Hospital, and after three operations hopes are
entertained that he will do well . o

Page 4 fISTUCK TO HIS POST i The sad news reached Mrs James Grass, Bury Road, last Saturday

Oct 16" morning that her son, Private James Grass, of the 7t Norfolk Regiment, had been killed while on
duty. The information was contained in a letter dated October 5™, signed by two comrades who
stated ...
filt is with much r egyoe ¢fthé death of your soh James. He wasiomsentry m
duty in the trenches while the Germans were bombarding, and, like a true Briton, he stuck to his post.
A shell dropped close by, and a flying piece caught him. He suffered no pain, death being
instant aneous. 0
I't was only a week that the death in action of

gi?igh fBURIED BY A SHELL i Corporal H Wharf, of the 7th Batt. Norfolk Regiment, has written to Mr and

Mrs Charles Wharf of Bury Road, Brandon, informing them of the death of Private Walter Wharf on
October 4t.

He was asleep when he got buried with a shell. Everyone tried their hardest to dig him out before life

expired, but were, unfortunately, unable to do so. | have taken this photo from his pocket, and am
(continued)
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(continued)

sending it to you. It was a shock to me, as | stood only about ten yards from him. There was another
one buried with him, but he was not so deepo

In a subsequent letter he gives further details ...

iHi s death was instantaneous, and | am sure he
trench where there was a sort of cover made with timber and sand. A shell, weighing, | should think,

a ton, came and hit just behind where he was lying, and about six foot of earth fell on him and another
young chap. Everyone worked their hardest to see if we could save them. We managed one, but he
was standing up.o

gac?figh fKILLED ON SENTRY DUTY i Private James Grass, 7"Nor f ol ks . 0o

Page 8 fBURIED IN A DUG OUT 1 Private Walter Wharf, 7t Norfolks, of Brandon, who met

Oct 16" his death by being buried inadug-out by the expl osion of

Page 4 fBRANDON PARISH COUNCIL i It was reported that a lamp post had been broken by the E.A.R.A.

Oct 16" (Suffolks) on 28t September.
The Clerk said he found the lamp-post was broken off at the base and was rendered useless. The
Adjutant had placed an order with Mr Woodrow to make the damage good, and a new lamp-post had
been supplied.
Attention was drawn to the posts in the Old Avenue, which in the absence of street lighting, was a
danger to the public. Councillor, Mr Parrott said he was opposed to the posts being put up in the first
instance.
The Clerk said they were now very dangerous.
It was agreed to request the District Council

Page 4 fBRAVERY MEDAL i Private F Edwards, a Brandon man, has been recommended for the

Oct 23" Di stinguished Conduct Medal for bravery on the

Page 4 WOUNDED IN THE CHEST i Mr and Mrs Wilby, of the Cemetery Lodge, have received a postcard

Oct 23 stating that their son, Drummer P Wilby, of D Company, 7t Norfolks, had been admitted to the
General Hospital at Rouen suffering a wound in
of the war, and was one of the first recruits to leave Brandon. He had served in France for about five
mont hs. 0

Page 4 A NARROW ESCAPE 1 An accident occurred on Saturday last. A military motor-car was being

Oct 23" driven along Mundford Road and reaching the railway station level crossing dashed into the gate
nearest the road. The gate being closed against the public was forced open by the impact. The car
came to a standstill on the line. At the moment the 5.59 up train was approaching the station, but was
fortunately brought to a standstill some yards from the car through the efforts of the station staff. The
red light on the gate was found on the four-footway, and this the driver asserts he did not notice.
Fortunately no one was injured, but the car su

Page 4 fREPORTED KILLED i An indirect report has reached Brandon to the effect that Private Walter

Oct 23 Talbot, of the 7" Norfolks, has been killed in action. The information was contained in a letter from
Corporal Henry Wharf to his mother, who resides in Brandon. Corporal Wharf is himself in hospital
suffering from wounds, and he states that several of the Norfolks were brought in to the hospital
wounded since he has been there, while he had heard that Walter Talbot was killed. Although Mrs
Talbot has received no official or other confirmation ofthe news at present, th
usual letters have recently ceased leads her to fear the information is unfortunately accurate. Private
Talbot, who was 21 last April, and is the son of the landlord of the Duke of Wellington, enlisted in the
first month of war, and left Brandon with a number of his pals on August 25, 1914. ¢

Page 4 IMEMORIAL SERVICE T Itis proposed to hold a memorial service at the Parish Church next Sunday

Oct 30" afternoon for the Brandon men who have fallen in the war. These number about 14. The service will
be taken by the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt), and the Volunteer Training Corps are expected to attend.
Appropriate music will be rendered by the orga

gi?géh fSCHOOL HOURS ALTERED i In order to meet the restrictions as to lighting, the hours of

attendance at the Council Schools have been altered, and are now as follows:
Morning session 9.30am i 12.30pm
Afternoon session 1.30pm i 3.10pm, and to 3.40pm forthe otherd e par t ment s. 0
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Page 7
Nov 6%

NEIGHBOURS AT LOGGERHEADS i Clara Edwards, married woman, was charged with assaulting
Amelia Dennis, of Brandon, on 17t September.

Defendant, who was represented by Mr A.J. Winter, pleaded not guilty.

Complainant said on the afternoon of 17" September she came out of her house with a newspaper to
read the soldiers6 |l etters to the neighbours w
some water, said, fAYou ought to read, you @@@@
Complainantr epl i ed, AA thing |like that needs provin
Defendant said, @Al oéll prove you, for 16I1 shak
She then smacked complainantdés face twice, and
said she would summon her. Defendant then threw a handful of stones on to the wheel of

compl ai n a-chairdvpichhad s baby in it. Defendant was very drunk at the time.

Cross examined by Mr Winter, complainant said she had no grievance against Mrs Edwards. They
had always been the best of friends. Complainant never took beer to the soldiers while they were on
Mr Edwardsd premises. Compl ainant had said no
MrWinteri A What made you think defendant was drunk
Complainanti A By t he way she act edohehad@ahmgihleihand extepta
the newspaper.

Ann Lingwood, married woman, of Brandon, said after using the offensive expression complained of
the defendant stood her pail down, dAflow upbo,
against the wall.

Arabella Whistler gave similar evidence as to the assault.

Complainant, she said, did not retaliate.

P. C. O6Brien said Mrs Dennis complained to him
Complainant was crying, witness noticed her face was very red. Witness interviewed the defendant
and informed her of the complainant.

Defendant said, AAnd | 61 I do it again. You ar
women. o0

Mrs Edwards appeared to be under the influence of drink.

Giving evidence on her own behalf, defendant said previous to the occurrence in question she had
about 200 soldiers stationed on her premises and she had had to complain to Mrs Dennis about her
bringing beer to them during prohibited hours. She also had occasion to complain about Mrs Dennis
always being with the soldiers. Defendant went to the tap because her own had gone wrong. It was
untrue that she was drunk. While she was getting the water Mrs Dennis opened her door and

shouted to her. As defendant was going away with the pail, complainant followed her and asked why
she had been talking about complainant being with the soldiers. Defendant said she had never done
so, although she could have done. Complainant then used foul language towards defendant, and
defendant gave her a push. It was untrue that g
did not strike her at all but merely pushed her away.

Cross examined by the Chairman, defendant did not think the other witnesses could have seen what
took place , because they were Adown in a hol eo.

Robert Edwards, husband of the defendant, said on the 17t the defendant was quite sober. She was
not in the habit of getting drunk. She was naturally a little excited. He knew nothing about the
occurrence untiithe pol i ceman came, and he saw Mrs Denni
woman. O

The Chairman said the Bench were of the opinion the case was proved and that the assault was
committed without provocation. She would be fined £1, with an alternative of 14 days imprisonment.

Page 7
Nov 6"

A VERY SAD CASE i Harriet Randall, widow of Brandon, was charged with stealing a galvanised
pail, an enamel bowl, and a towel, value 2s 4d, the property of Mar Ann Presland, of the Avenue, on
15t October.

Mr A.J. Winter was for the defendant.

Inspector Mobbs said about 1pm on the 16™, he was informed by Mrs Presland that she had missed
the articles from her back door during the night of October 14t 1 15, After making inquiries witness
went t o t he ousednetoldharthatdhs artitles were missing. He added that he

suspected they were in her house. Defendant s
Witness said, fAiThe hand bowl standing oersthadb
Defendant then said, Al will tell you the trut
the defendantés cupboard. Defendant denied an

the opinion it was there, and he was going to look round her house. A few minutes later defendant
handed him the towel. Mrs Presland afterwards identified the things as her property. In reply to the
charge, defendant sai d, il am sorry to say, sir, |
Mary Ann Presland gave evidence of identity, and said she last saw the articles on the night of
October 14, She missed them the following morning. In answer to the charge defendant elected to

be dealt with summarily, and pleaded not guilty.
(continued)
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(continued)

Mr Winter, addressing the Bench said this was a sad case. Defendant was a widow, with ten

children. Her husband, a signalman, died three or four years ago. Five of the children were at home
now. Two of the daughters were married, and three sons were serving in the Army. Not long before
she lost her husband the defendant had rheumatic fever and had to be carried up and downstairs.
Since the war broke out she went to stay with a married daughter in London. While there she

attended a Cinema Palace, at the time when one of the raids was on and the palace itself was struck
by a bomb. I't was a tremendous shock to defen
Since then she did not appear to know from day to day what she was doing, and he submitted she did
not know she had took the articles. She merely found them in her house. Only on Friday last she
received a report that her eldest son had been killed at the Front.

Defendant was bound over under the Probation o

Page 7
Nov 6™

fA GOOD MIND TO TAKE SEVEN DAYS i Walter Knights was summoned for failing to obscure a
window, thereby allowing a bright light to be shed outside, on 15™ October.

Il nspector Mobbs said at 8.50pm he saw defendan
and then went to the house. He found the light came from a large oil lamp. There was no blind to the
window.

Defendant said the lamp was not bigger than his hand. It was not a big light at all. He admitted the
blind was up just then.

The Chairman said he would have to pay 5s or go to prison for seven days.

Defendanti il 6ve a good mind to take the seven days

Page 4
Nov 6"?

fMEMORIAL SERVICET Af t er Evensong. 0 At the Parish Chu
service took place for the Brandon men who have fallen during the war. The service was taken by the
Rector, who based his address on the text from Isaiah xliii., 1 and 2. Special prayers were offered,
and the Rector read out the following names of those who have laid down their lives for their country

Alfred Field, Leonard Carter, Charles Kent, Harry Victor Rumsey, Charles Warren, David Samuel
Wells, Bertie Edwards, Walter James Grass, James Grass, Walter Wharf, William Kent, George
Branch, Arthur Plumb, Charles Edwards (Sergeant), Walter Talbot, Walter Randall, and James Dyer
(missing). Prayers for the departed were offered, and the organist (Mr A.E. Chapman) impressively
rendered the fADead Marcho in ASaul 0. The service

Page 4
Nov 13®

fLORD DERBYO®S iACHEME i ng held at Col onel Hami | t
for the carrying out of recruiting in the Brandon district, chose the following gentlemen to make the
necessary arrangements. Colonel Hamilton, Dr Trotter, the Rev. Wyatt, the Rev. Williams, Messrs. A
Rought-Rought, G Wood, Read, L Barber, F Ridsale, W Brown and F Mount, with Mr Shearman,
London Road, as Hon. Secretary.0

Page 4
Nov 13t

fLETTERS HOME 1 Letters received by Mr and Mrs Seyer, of Town Street, from their nephew,
Private Robert G Arbour, state that he is wounded in the head, but has so far recovered that he has
been brought to England, and is now at the Military Hospital, Stockport. In his last letter he writes ...

It is nice to be in England and a treat to get away from those guns. | have seen a lot of our Brandon
boys killed. They were in the same charge with me. It was awful to see them shot down beside me; it
made my blood run cold to see them. We took t

Page 4
Nov 13®

fiv.T.C. T Corpl J.W. Caban and Mr T.A. Green, of the Brandon V.T.C., competed in the Brigade Cup
competition at Broomhill Range, near Woodbridge, on Sunday. The conditions were 10 shots at 200
and 10 shots at 300 yards, the bull to count four points. The light was bad and the atmosphere misty,
but some good shooting was seen, and the two Brandonians worthily upheld the reputation of their
Corps. At 200 yards Mr Caban made top score of 34 out of a possible 40, and Mr Green was two
points behind him. At 300 yards Mr Caban put on 29 and Mr Green 23. With a grand total of 63 Mr
Caban headed the list in his own 2" Battalion. The cup and money prize was taken by a Lowestoft
competitor wait a total of 70 points. Earl Cadogan afterwards congratulated the Brandon men on their
shooting. o

Page 4
Nov 13™

fKILLED BY A STRAY BULLET i Official confirmation of the reported death of Private Walter
Frederick Randall, of the 1/4™ Norfolks, was on Monday received from the War Office by his mother,
who resides on the London Road. A previous letter from Sergeant Newell stated that he was
wounded on October 71, It was at first thought he was not seriously wounded, but the wound took a
serious turn, and he did not live many hours after. Sergeant Newell gives fuller details in a second
communication, where he states ...

i Wwe went out of the trenches on Tuesday ni ght,
but we have to lie in dug outs in the ground, as there are always bullets and shells flying over us.
Then we go back to the trenches to improve them i that is to widen and deepen them. We go by
night as well as day 1 three hours work, and sometimes eight hours rest. | went in charge of the gang
that was in, from 11 in the morning till two in the afternoon.

(continued)
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(continued)

Then we had the order to go again at 4.30 till 8. | managed to get out of that i worse luck, for he was
hit with a stray bullet, coming back from the trenches. He did not think he was hurt much, nor did the
chaps that were with him. They asked him about writing home, and he gave them his belt and knife
to give to me, and said | should know what to do. The next day | went and asked the stretcher
bearers who carried him to the hospital how he was. They said it was nothing. He would be all right
in a fortnight. 1 little thought he was dead, as he died early the same morning. | followed him to his
grave in the dark. He had a decent grave and a proper burial service read over him, and that is more
than some get out here. | have had a cross made, and put it up against his head, which I think is all |
could do for so good a pal .o

Private Randall had servedintheTerri t ori als for 14 years.o

Page 4 fDEATH ON HOSPITAL SHIP i The death has occurred on a hospital ship of Driver R.W. Trett, and
Nov 20" the sad intelligence has been received by his sister, Mrs Baker, Town Street. He was suffering from
entericfever,andhad al most reached Southampton when he
Page 4 RAILWAYMEN SOLDIERS i A framed list of men who have left Brandon Railway Station staff to
Nov 20" serve their country hangs in one of the waiting rooms. The list contains the following names ...
Lance-Corporal J Dack, 4" Norfolk Regiment; H.E. Duncan, A.J. Dyball, A.H.P. Gunton, all signal
section, Royal Engineers; Corporal W. Newell, 4 Norfolk Regiment; Private W.W. Tuck, 2" Suffolk
Regi ment. d
Page 5 fBRANDON RURAL COUNCIL i The Deputy Clerk (Mr W.J. Haywood) read a letter from Mr FJ
Nov 20" Mount reporting that 26 street name-plates had been painted and fixed, and 554 doors numbered,
and that with the exception of two cases only all the houses in the town of Brandon were now
numbered or named. It was resolved that all outlying houses in the parish of Brandon be numbered.
It was further agreed that Mr F.J. Mount be paid £2 2s, for his services in connection with the naming
and numbering.
The Committee decided to insure the Water Works cottage and premises against damage by aircratft.
A letter was received from the Local Government Board requesting Local Authorities to do everything
in their power to assist the work of the local authorities, and to appoint a tribunal of five members to
hear local appeals.
The Council decided that the local tribunal should consist of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman,
Messrs Durrant, Johnstone and Pl ummer. i
Page 4 fiTHE ROLL OF HONOURi Br andonés Roll of Honour now cont
Nov 27° Alfred Field, Special Reserve;
Leonard Carter, 7t Dragoon Guards;
Charles Kent, Yorks and Lancs Regiment;
William Kent, H.M.S. Formidable;
Arthur Plumb, 7t Suffolk Regiment;
Harry Victor Rumsey, 4t Norfolk Regiment;
Charles Warren, 9t Suffolk Regiment;
David Samuel Wells, 2" Norfolk Regiment;
Bertie Edwards, 7t Norfolk Regiment;
Walter James Grass, Rifle Brigade;
James Grass, Kingbs Royal Ri fl es;
Walter Wharf, 7t Norfolk Regiment;
George Branch, 1st Norfolk Regiment;
Charles S. Edwards (Sergeant), 7" Suffolk Regiment;
Walter Talbot, 7' Norfolk Regiment;
Walter Randall, 4" Norfolk Regiment;
Albert Royal, 7" Nor f ol k Regi ment ; o
Zi\glez‘?‘m BRANDON SOLDI ERO $ MBaRdAWsBNRNer Talbot, of the Duke of Wellington, Thetford

Road, have received a very sympathetic letter from Lance-Corporal J.H. Waltham, giving particulars
of the death of their son, Private Walter Talbot, who was killed on the 13t October. He states ...

il was the |l ast to see him and | want to assur
half the trench back and saved us from all getting wiped out. Somehow between us we used their
(German) bombs and sent them back. Walter threw them and | got them ready. It was impossible for
me to do anything as they were so close on us. We were always the best of friends, | might almost
say | i ke brothers, as we seldom did anything w
your loss and miss a great friend. A bullet passed through my back, and | have to lie in bed now for
nearly a month now. 0

In reply to a letter from Mrs Talbot he wrote further ...

il dondét know what | can tell you fbuhatfdl eYouseeme n
were all packed together very tightly, thus making a good target. Walter was conscious when | said a
hasty goodbye to him, but | feel almost certain that this did not last for long ... This did not happen at
the Loos affair, but we were following it up about a fortnight afterwards. | read with much regret about
Al bert Royal; we saw him in the trench, but so
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Page 4
Nov 27t

fRECEIVED FROM A SOLDIERT Peter Kent Woolsey, of Brandon, appeared to answer a charge of
being in possession of a pair of Army boots and a pair of Army breaches.

Marquis Henry Stammers, tailor, of Thetford, said about 10.30 am on November 18t the prisoner
came to his shop and offered witness a pair of Army breeches, for which he asked 7s 6d. Witness
declined to take them.

Prisoner then asked 6s and witness again declined to buy them. Prisoner asked permission to leave
the breeches until he came back. He left them, and witness subsequently handed them over to the
Police.

George John Whistler, employed by the last witness, said on the 18" November prisoner came into
the shop with a pair of boots, which he asked witness to buy for 5s. Witness declined to buy them,
and prisoner took them away.

Inspector Vincent said on the 18" November he saw prisoner in Cage Lane. Having been cautioned
he was told he was suspected of being in possession of Army stores. Prisoner was asked how he
came into possession of the breeches and boots, and he replied that they were given to him by a
particular soldier friend, who he had known for five weeks, but did not know his name. He hoped
there was nothing wrong. He did know there was any harm in buying them. It was pointed out that
he said they were given tohlitmjsamdghhe pmTihegn
P.C. Riches said, acting under orders, he accompanied the prisoner to a canteen on the 18", where
prisoner handed him a pair of boots, which were passed on to the Inspector.

Quarter-Master Sergeant Braunnagel identified the boots and breeches as Army property.

On oath, prisoner said about 9 or 10 days before the Inspector saw him about the articles, a friend of
his, who was canteen assistant and a soldier, handed the boots and breeches to prisoner, and said
he was going to the Front and they had plenty of clothes issued out, prisoner could have them if they
were of any use to him. Prisoner said he had
holding a responsible position.

Thomas Mortimer, called by the prisoner, said he was in the canteen when a soldier came up to the
prisoner and said, AHereds a pair of breeches
The Mayor said the Bench very much regretted seeing the prisoner in his present position. They
were of opinion that having served ten years in the Army he ought to have known very much better.
The magistrates were determined to set their faces against that sort of thing, and defendant would
have to pay a fine of A5, or undergo a monthos

Page 4
Nov 27

DECEMBER

MRANDON WI DOW6 S GI FT T OThieeldons 6f0sNRanBa, of London Road,
Brandon: -

= .
Private Walter Randall, 1/4™ Norfolks, killed in the Dardanelles; Private Edgar Randall, 7t Norfolks;
Gunner Arthur Randall, 1%t E.A. Brigade, R.F.A.

Page 4 MACCIDENT 1 On Friday evening an accident befell Mrs Kent-Woolsey, who had been to the Railway
Dec 4" Station, and was returning to Brandon Hall. The horse she was driving fell on ice at the Cemetery
Cottage, on Church Road. She was thrown on to the road, sustaining injuries to her head, and being
badly bruised. She was taken into the Cemetery Lodge, where Mr and Mrs F Wilby rendered
assistance, as did Gunner Daniels, who rendered First Aid. The little boy who was with his mother at
the time jumped out of the cart quite unhurt. o
Page 4 fPERFECT ATTENDANCE i It has just been reported that Bertie ElImer, who recently left the Council
Dec 117 Schools, had made perfect attendance during eight consecutive years. He is a son of Mr James
Elmer, of Town Street, and formerly attended the Town Street School up to the time that building
ceased to be used for elementary school purpos
Page 4 fPARISH CHURCH AND LIGHTING REGULATIONS i It has been decided to screen the windows of
Dec 117 thePari sh Church so that the evening services o
Page 4 fPROMOTION i Mr E.G. Thorpe, who has for the past 16 months been manager of Messrs.
Dec 117 W. H. Smithés book stall at Brandon Rfaiirl nas IBd ak
Victoria Station, Norwich. He has been in the service of the firm ten years. His successor is Mr
B.J.A. Green, who comes from the Liverpool Str
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Page 4
Dec 18"

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF MEASLES AND GERMAN MEASLES

Notice is Hereby Given that the Local Government Board have issued an Order making certain
Regulations to the following:-
Every parent or Guardian, or other person, as soon as he becomes aware of, or has reasonable
grounds, for supposing that any person in his charge is suffering from Measles or German Measles
shall, unless the case has already been notified by a Medical Practitioner, forthwith notify the case to
the Medical Officer of Health for the District, stating the name and age of the patient, and his address.
The above naotification must be enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed to Dr. G. Gowen, Medical
Officer of Health, Cleveden, Thetford, and may be transmitted by being delivered to him at such
address, or sent by prepaid letter post.
The Order requires the Council to enforce the Regulations.
Persons wilfully neglecting or refusing to obey or carry out or obstructing the execution of the
Regulations are liable to heavy penalties.

JOHN HOUCHEN

Clerk

Thetford
13t December 1915

Page 4
Dec 18"

AiMi ss Eileen Lingwood has passed the examinat.
Di visi on. She is a pupil of Mr C. H. Shann, of

Page 4
Dec 18™

fiNO WORD i Mr and Mrs Harry Dyer, of London Road, have received a final notification from the
War Office that there is no further information concerning their eldest son, Private James Dyer, 15t
Suffolk Regiment, who was killed in battle in France on or about August 26, 1914.0

Page 4
Dec 25™

fRECRUI TI NG UNDER LORD DiEIRBeY 6rSe sSIWHE MEf t he recr
scheme in Brandon and district may be regarded as very satisfactory, and has raised the total number
who have joined the colours in this area to somewhere about 400. Besides the town of Brandon the
district includes Weeting, Feltwell, Hockwold, Lakenheath, and Methwold. The scheme was worked
by a local committee, consisting of Col. Hamilton (Chairman), Dr W.O. Trotter (Vice-Chairman),
Messrs F.W. Gentle, G.Wood, A. Lee Barber, Read, A.W. Rought Rought, A.J. Winter, A. Goddard,

S. Gates, J. Cooper, E. Wilby, F.J. Mount, W. Brown, H. Lingwood, and O. Lingwood. There were
about a dozen canvassers working in couples, and their duties were very efficiently and tactfully
carried out. In the Brandon district about 200 men were canvassed. Of these 187 were attested
under the group system, leaving only a score or so who did not come forward. There were altogether
about 252 men of military age in the area, the balance between this total and the number attested
being men who are medically unfit or otherwise ineligible for enlistment. Approximately 70 per cent of
the recruits attested were married men. o

Page 4
Dec 25™

fRECRUITING UNDERLORDDERBY®6 S SCHEME result of the recr
scheme in Brandon and district may be regarded as very satisfactory, and has raised a total number
who have joined the colours in this area to somewhere about 400. Besides the town of Brandon the
district includes Weeting, Feltwell, Hockwold, Lakenheath, and Methwold. The scheme was worked
by a local committee, consisting of Col Hamilton (chairman), Dr W.O. Trotter (vice-chairman), Messrs
F.W. Gentle, G. Wood, A.L. Barber, Read, A.W. Rought Rought, A.J. Winter, A. Goddard, S. Gates, J.
Cooper, R. Wilby, F.J. Mount, W. Brown H. Longwood, and O.Lingwood.

There were about a dozen canvassers working in couples, and their duties were very efficiently and
tactfully carried out. In the Brandon district about 200 men were canvassed. Of these 187 were
attested under the group system, leaving only a score or so who did not come forward. There were
altogether about 252 men of military age in the area, the balance between this total and the number
attested being men who are medically unfit or otherwise unable for enlistment. Approximately 70 per
cent of the recruits attested were married men
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Page 4
Dec 25%

SINGLE MEN UNDER THE DERBY SCHEME.

HOW TO APPEAL

Single young men in Groups 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Derby recruits, who are how under summons to join
the colours on January 29, have until December 30" in which to lodge appeals to be placed in a later
group. The grounds of appeal are indispensability to their employer or their own domestic
responsibilities.

Official instructions how to appeal state:-

A claimant should obtain the official forms of notice of claim from the local tribunal. In most cases the
office of the local tribunal is at the office of the local municipal authority.

The local tribunal, on receipt of notice of claim, forwards it at once to the military representative.

The military representative, in consultation with his advisory committee, considers the claim, and if
they agree that it is reasonable the claim is assented to. In this case no formal proceedings before
the local tribunal take place, and the claimant is simply notified by the local tribunal that his claim has
been assented to.

If the military representative and the advisory committee consider that the claim should not be
assented to, either because

1. The case is not one in which postponement should be allowed, or

2. That postponement for more groups than is necessary has been claimed,
the military representative notifies the local tribunal that the claim is objected to. In this case the local
tribunal fixes a date for hearing the claimant and the military representative.
If the claimant is dissatisfied with the decision of the local tribunal he has a right of appeal to the
Central Appeal Tribunal.
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Page 4,
January 1%

DEATH OF A FLINTKNAPPER

The death of Mr Robert Field, of 63 Thetford Road, which occurred on the 20t December, removes

the last of the members of the family who have been engaged in the ancient industry of flint knapping
for generations. Mr Field, who was no more than 46 years of age, succumbed to the disease peculiar
to this occupation. Off an on he had been ill for two years and his last illness extended over ten
weeks. The funeral took place at the Cemetery on Friday, the Curate officiating. Enclosing the
remains was a polished elm coffin, the plate bearing the following inscription: -

0 Ro b e HdtdiedFDe@mber 20" 1915, aged 46 years-Peace, perfect peace.
The mourners were: Mrs Robt Field (widow), Miss Field (daughter), Mrs Robert Field (mother),
Lieutenant and Mrs Stubbs (sister and brother-in-law), Sergeant-Major and Mrs Hall (sister and
brother-in-law), Miss Effie Field (sister), Mrs V Edwards (sister) and Nurse Powell (sister-in-law).

Floral tributes were sent by the widow and family, Mrs Robert Field and Mr and Mrs Edwards, Mr and
Mrs Rowe (South Africa), Lieutenant and Mrs Stubbs, Sergeant-Maj or and Mr s Hal |
Ral phdo (nephews), Nurse Powel I, Mr and Mrs Owe
family, and Miss E Field.

Page 4,
January 1%

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

The services at Parish Church on Christmas Day were well attended, and the decorations were very
attractive. The early celebration was taken by the Reverend Noble, who also officiated at the
subsequent parade service. Matins at which the Rector (the Rev. J.L. Wyatt) officiated, was followed
by another celebration of the Holy Communion at 8, with parade service following at 9.45. The Rector
of ficiated at Matins, and the anthem was fAHis
evening the anthem was repeated, and the following carols were given:-f An &6 ge Chr i st
NSl eep, Holy Babeodo, fiKings of ol do, fAThe first
winter col do. Mr A. E. Chapman (organist) play
The Christmas Day collection was for Waifs and Strays.

Page 1,
January 8™

BRANDON MAGISTRATES
Before Colonel Mackenzie (who presided), Dr A.J. Pickworth, Sir John Aird, Messrs George Wood
and A.W. Rought-Rought.

DID NOT CARE FOR THE POLICE

Walter Talbot, beerhouse keeper, Brandon, appeared to answer a charge of selling to Evelyn Bullock,
under 14 years, intoxicating liquor not in a sealed vessel, on 215t November 1915.

Accused pleaded guilty.

The Magistratesd Clerk (Mr O. F. Read) sai d Coune
but did not answer the summons.

Inspector Mobbs said he arrested the accused on a warrant that morning.

Giving evidence, Inspector Mobbs said at 12.55pm on the 215t November he was near the Duke of
Wellington public house on the Thetford Road. He noticed a child in the house carrying a ginger beer
bottle, which he found contained half a pint of stout. The bottle was not sealed. The child stated that
her age was nine years. He took the child back to the Duke of Wellington and called the defendantd s
attention to her age and the bottle being unse
with jugs? I cannot seal them. oo

Witness told him he had no right to serve children under 14 years of age except in a sealed vessel.
When witness served the summons defendant was very abusive, and said he did not care about the
police nor yet the magistrates. The Chairman said the case was a very serious one, and accused
would be fined £1 inclusive.

LIKE A MADMAN

James White, a soldier, was charged with being drunk and disorderly in High Street on 15t January.
He pleaded guilty.

Inspector Mobbs said about 8.30pm on Saturday he saw the defendant in High Street, Brandon, in
charge of a number of soldiers. Defendant was drunk, and began shouting and swearing, causing a
crowd to collect. He kicked and fought in the street like a madman. Witness threw him down, and
with the assistance of PC O6Brien and some sol

(continued)

-69-



(continued)

him up.

Defendant seemed as if he was mad.

A military officer said White came with a bad character, which he had maintained ever since, as his
crime sheet showed.

The Chairman-fiHe i s not much credit to you. oo

The officer-A No sir, he is not. o

Inspector Mobbs said the defendant was a native of London. Nothing was known of him here.
Accused was sentenced to a monthdéds i mprisonmen

Page 4,
January 8"

THE V.T.C.

On their return to the Market Place after Divine Service on Sunday morning the Voluntary Training
Corps were briefly addressed by Sir John Aird. He stated that he had spoken of the Brandon Corps
while in course of conversation with Lord Desborough two or three weeks ago, and his lordship
remarked that although he was not present at the battalion parade in Bury St. Edmunds some time
since, he had been informed of the smart appearance the Brandon corps presented. He (Sir John
Aird) thereupon invited Lord Desborough to visit the Company when he had the opportunity, and was
in hopes that his lordship would find time to do so. Sir John urged the Company to get on with their
drills during the winter months, and expressed his willingness to offer a prize if they would arrange
some shooting matches in the near future.

Page 4,
January 8"

LIVED IN FIVE REIGNS

This town could, until last Monday, boast that one of its residents was one of the oldest men in East
Anglia, and certainly the oldest person in the district. Mr James Kent, of London Road, passed away
in his 96" year. He was born in the year 1821, the year after George |V ascended to the throne, so
had lived in the reign of five Sovereigns. He had been twice married and had outlived both wives
some years, and for the last twenty years had made his home with his daughter, Mrs Dugdale.
Formerly he enjoyed excellent health and was able to follow his employment until recent years. He
leaves two sons and one daughter. He was a member of the Wesleyan Church, and attended the
services as long as he was able. The funeral was on Friday. The mortal remains were interred at the
Cemetery. The inscription on the breastplatewasi iJ ames Kent , died Janua
years. o

Page 4,
January 8™

DAY OF INTERCESSION

The services at the Parish Church on Sunday in connection with the National Day of Intercession
began with Holy Communion at 8am. Parade service at a quarter to 10, conducted by the Rector (the
Rev J.L. Wyatt), was also of an intercessory character. Matins was attended by the Volunteer
Training Corps and members of the Brandon Red Cross Detachement. The V.T.C. marched to the
church. There were presenti Commander A.W. Rought-Rought, Sir John Aird, Lts Murrell and
Ridsale, Sgt-Major Shears, Qtr-Master-Sgt Wilby, the other non-commissioned officers and about 40
men. The preacher was the Rector.

At Evendsong the address was given by the Rev Noble, and at the close of the service the organist
(Mr A. E. Chapman) played fAiThe Dead Marcho and
References were also made and intercessory prayers offered at the Free Churches in the town.

Page 4,
January 8™

PIG CLUB MEETING

The annual meeting of the Town Street Pig Club was held at The White Horse Inn on Saturday
evening. Mr Albert Challis presided. The report and balance sheet for the past year showed a
satisfactory balance in hand.

Page 6,
January 8"

OUR ROLL OF HONOUR

Drummer Percy Wilby, 7t Norfolks, son of Mr and Mrs Fred Wilby, who owes his life
to a pocket wallet which he carried in his left breast pocket and which diverted the
bullet.

Page 1,
January 15"

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

THE DESTRUCTION OF INFECTED BEDDING

A meeting at the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday. Mr W Durrant presided and
there were also present 1

Messrs H.W. Winter, J Pickering, A.C. Cackett and H Plummer, with the Deputy Clerk (Mr W.J. Haywood).

ACCOUNTS

Accounts amounting to £67 2s, were passed for payment.

ERYSIPELAS

The Medical Officer reported a case of erysipelas at Brandon. The patient was a soldier, who was at once
removedto a hospitalout si de t his Council és district.

(continued)
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THE DESTRUCTION OF BEDDING

The Deputy Clerk said there should have been a meeting of the Council on the 17, but only three members
turned up, and no meeting was held. The members however, attended a meeting at the Thetford Rural Council,
when it was resolved not to authorise the Medical Officer of Health to destroy bedding in cases of infectious
disease for a period of twelve months, in order to see whether that system was satisfactory.

The Chairmani AiWhat are you going to do in the meanti me?0
The Deputy Clerk said the bedding would be disinfected, but not burnt.

The Chairman said would be a very good idea.

The Deputy Clerk said a letter had been received from Mr A.W. Rought Rought, who statedi A Wi t h r e f ¢
the question of the destruction of bedding, etc, in fever cases, | do really think we might try for one year without
burning, but disinfect as much as possible. o

The Sanitary Inspector (Mr Miller) T i We cannot disinfect.o

The Chairmani iYou cannot ?0

The Inspectori iNo, sir . 0

The ChairmaniiYou mean you cannot disinfect the beds?0
The Inspectori No, si r . O

The Deputy Clerki iBeyond spraying?o

The Inspector asked who was going to take the responsibility. That was a matter that had no been gone into. If
they saturated the beds with formalin, what were the people going to do?

Mr Winter asked whether the Inspector considered it was absolutely necessary to destroy the bedding.

Thelnspectori iCertainly | da, sutrelaems s nfewcthav e
MrPlummeri A You can use every precaution. o
The Inspectori A What can you do sir? You must | ook at it f

bedding. o

Mr Winter thought the Council ought to have gone in for a disinfector when they started.
The Inspectori AiYes, and you would have paid for it over an
hardship that would be inflicted on some families. Were the Council going to pay in each case for the man being
detained at home? If they allowed him to go to his work he would be carrying infection.

Mr Pickeringi iLet t he man go to work as he always has. 0
The Inspectori iYes, but you are going back 30 or 40 years.
Scarlet Fever, as the figures proved.

Mr Plummer said he was in favour of trying disinfection without burning for twelve months or so.

Mr Winter doubted whether it would be satisfactory.

The Deputy Clerki AiThe Medi cal Officer of Hsiarftéctdihde chso.td say
The Inspector said the doctor told the Council there were only two ways of dealing with them, either by a steam
disinfector or destruction.

Mr Pickeringi il s t here | ess Scarlet Fever since we starte
The lnspectori AiCer t ad nhyg, sacaondary cases in any one case d
Mr Winteri i Of cour se, in years gone by it used to go th
The Inspectori iYes, and very often a death occurred. Wh e n
Mr Plummeri A Wel la Vviegryi sserious matter to burn bedding co
The I nspector said that was in isolated cases. 0

The Chairmani i You say the Thetford Council decided to try

The Deputy Clerki iYes, but to disinfect tlsaf ameass ppessi ddmrd
Medical Officer to do it. If there were any special or bad cases the Inspector can always bring it before the
Council , and the Council can give an order. o
MrWinteriiThen the I nspector wontobt Bbéecoonséuonrnobedlé
The Deputy Clerki i No . 0
The Inspectori iThen your instruction is not to destroy exg¢c
Council ?0

The Chairman said this was so.

HEPWORTH SIGN POSTS

A letter was received from the Hepworth Parish Council calling attention to the condition of the sign posts in the
parish, and asking the Council to have them painted, and the distances put on them.

The Deputy Clerk pointed out that these posts belonged to the County Council.

It was decided to write to the County Council in the matter.

AIR RAID INSURANCE

The Deputy Clerk produced a communication from the G.P.O. calling attention to the Government Air Raid
Scheme, and asking the Council to co-operate in making the scheme better known.

The Deputy Clerk said the scheme was for air raid insurance on leasehold goods. The insurance could be
effected at the Post Office at the following rates 7

6d for an amount not exceeding £25, 1s for £50, and 1s 6d for £75 for twelve months.

TREASUREER®S ACCOUNT
It was reported that the Treasurer has received £375 2s 10d, and had in hand £247 14s 1d.

Page 4,
January 15"

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

The following extract is from the Brandon APar
0The Rector denbecl8htacatvedoak Lbraycdesk, presented by Major-General C.W.
Jacobs, C.B. and Mrs Jacobs, as a thank offering to God for mercies during the war. Also a carved
oak box for the bread at the altar, presggnted
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Page 4,

PARISH COUNCIL

January 15" | \rw Brown presided at a quarterly meeting of the Brandon Parish Council, held at the High Street Council
Schools on Monday, and there were also present Messrs. A.E. Osborne, H Lingwood and W.J. Murrell, with the
Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount).
The Clerk read a letter received from Colonel Spragge asking whether it was not possible for the Parish Council
to have two or three shaded lamps lit up to, say, 9pm at dangerous points like the Market Crossing and the
Bridge at Brandon. He felt that precautions were necessary, but a modified scheme of street lighting was
reasonable and essential for the safety and convenience of the public. Last year, when he had command of the
troops at Ely, he put pressure on the Town Council in the same direction, and they at once acceded and had
shaded lamps. He wrote merely in the interests of the public. In a subsequent letter Colonel Spragge stated that
he had heard it rested with the Parish Council to regulate the lighting, and he urged them, in the interests of the
public, to have a few shaded lamps at dangerous points in the early evening say, 5pm to 9pm.
The Chairmani il t hought we were under the Police?0
TheClerki A We ar e, sir.o
The ChairmaniiThey seem to havegcaontrol of the |lighti
TheClertki iWe have to obey the police. 0
The Chairman said it would of course be very nice, if it were possible, to have some lights, but ht question was if
they went to the expense of putting the lamps up and shading them, would the people derive any benefit from
them.
Mr Murrell said no doubt it would be to the interest of the public to have lights, but they must recollect that
Colonel Spragge had no property in the town where bombs were likely to be dropped.
MrLingwoodi il am of ophei samas he is. o0
MrMurrelli A So am | , but | cannot see that it makes any
MrLingwoodi iHi s i dea is that the | amps would be more us
The Chairmani i Hi s i deauigé.oOi ght eno
Mr Lingwood said they certainly wanted some light on dark nights, but now the nights were a bit lighter.
The Clerk remarked that the restrictions were more stringent now. He produced a minute showing that last year
the Council had resolved to light certain lamps from April to May.
Mr Murrell asked how that resolution came to be cancelled.
TheClerki AiThe police stepped in.o
Mr Osbormei iAnd they will do just the same again.o
Mr Murrell pointed out that undoubtedly the absence of light served its purpose, and he quoted Norwich by way
of example. He proposed that the letter lie on the table.
This was seconded by Mr Osborne and carried.
The Chairmani AWe have got through the worst part | am sufi
been. o
Attention was drawn to the fact that soldiers were in the habit of climbing over the Avenue fence and of taking
their horses round by Coulson Lane.
Mr Murrell said he had mentioned the former matter to one of the non-commissioned officers in charge of some
of the men whom he saw getting over the fence, and he promised to bring it to the notice of the captain.
The Chairman thought the best way to stop it would be by putting up a notice.
Mr Murrell suggested that a reference should be made to one of the higher officers.
In the result this course was adopted.
The condition of Coulson Lane footpath was discussed, and the question of putting some stone thereon was left
in the hands of the Clerk.
The Clerk reported that he had enlisted under the group system, and he felt it his duty to bring the matter before
the Council in order that they might make some arrangements when his group was likely to be called up.
The Chairmani iYes, because you may have to go away. 0
The Clerk said as things were going on at present he quite thought he would have to go. He believed they
wanted every able-bodied man in the country, and he considered it their duty to come forward.
The Chairmani A You woul d have a fair amount of notice?0
TheClerki AOh, yes, you c an rojps. d'guseeb am 41 years next irthday, ghd my group is
45. It all depends on what they mean to do. There is no doubt that there will be a tremendous amount of men
wanted.
Accounts to the total of £12 15s, were passed for payment.

Page 4, PRESENTATION

January 22

The ordinary business at the quarterly meeting of the Council School Managers last week was varied
by a pleasing little ceremony, when the Chairman (Mr F.W. Gentle), on behalf of the West Suffolk
Education Committee, presented a watch to Percy Robert Grimes, in recognition of his 9% years
perfect attendance at the Council Schools. The Chairman hoped the lad would maintain his fine
record at the Thetford Grammar School, for which he had a scholarship. Mr Gentle remarked that
Grimes had made a splendid start in his school career, and he trusted he would give the same
attention to business matters in future that he had given to his school duties.

Mr Robert Grimes, the father of the boy, acknowledged the present, and expressed pleasure that his
son had received such recognition of his perseverance.
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January 22"

THETFORD ROAD DRAINAGE

The drainage, or rather lack of drainage, on Thetford Road is again causing serious inconvenience to
some of the residents. It will be remembered that at one time, not long since, extensive flooding
occurred through lack of facilities for carrying off the surface water. After considerable delay the
County Council inserted a drain and laid pipes to discharge on land some distance from the main
road. This appears to be altogether inadequate. The water rises from the drain, runs over the
pathway past the cottages owned by Mr S.W. Knights, and on to land occupied by Mr G Talbot, in
which it has scored a deep channel. The result is that any crops in the field are likely to be washed
out, while occupiers of the adjoining houses experience great discomfort from dampness in their
houses. Brandon people are very disappointed that he steps taken by the County Authority have not
relieved them of a nuisance that has been intolerable.

Page 4,
January 22

KNOCKED DOWN BY A MOTOR CAR

A young lad, named Ernest Edward Hunt, aged seven, son of Mr Edward Hunt, of 103 Thetford Road,
was on Monday the victim of a somewhat serious accident. About 1.20pm he was near Heath House,
on the Thetford Road, and was presumably in the act of crossing the road, when he was knocked
down by a motor car, owned by Mr Harold Clarke, of Ixworth, and proceeding towards the town. The
accident was witnessed by Marian Mount, daughter of Mr F.J. Mount, and she at once went to the
assistance of the child, who appeared to be stunned and seriously injured. The boy was carried to his
home by Alfred Dyer. The motorist pulled up, and besides taking the child with his father to Dr

Tr ot tseemtshave given all the help he could. The boy was undoubtedly struck by one of the
mudguards, and in addition to a nasty wound on the head, was severely shaken and bruised. He has
since been lying very ill at his home. The child is one of a large family, and has always been delicate.
He has been the source of anxiety to his parents, to whom much sympathy will go out in this new
trouble which has befallen them.

Page 4,
January 29"

WESLEYAN SUNDAY SCHOOL

The children attending this institution were entertained to tea on Wednesday week by way of
compensation for the absence of a band at the summer treat, which caused some disappointment
among them. After tea, games were indulged in, and each child was presented with a cracker, an
orange, a bag of sweets, and some nuts.

Page 4,
January 29"

POSTAL RE-ARRANGEMENTS

On and from Monday 215t inst., there will be only two postal deliveries in the town on week days. On
commencing at 7am and the other at 11.45am. The 5.35pm delivery will be abolished. On and from
the same date the collections from the Railway Station and Bridge End letter boxes will be made at
8pm and 8.15pm respectively instead of 8.45pm and 9pm.

Page 4,
January 29"

DRILL FOR RECRUITS

The Derby recruits in Brandon are invited to learn their drills with the Volunteer Training Corps, and
names of those desiring to avail themselves of the opportunity should be sent to Quarter-master
Sergeant Wilby. This plan has been adopted in other places, and enables recruits to join their units
with at least some useful knowledge of their drills, their rifles, and the use of them.

Page 4,
January 29"

HONOUR FOR SERGT.-MAJOR ALLEN

Among the names mentioned in Sir John Frencheo
the field is Sergeant A. All en, an ol d Br anesd-on
sergeant of the 2"d Battalion Norfolk Regiment, and had been in civilian life in a good position six

years when the war broke out. Although a married man with four children, he at once joined the

A.S.C. and went out to France the same month, where he has been ever since. Last October he was
promoted Staff-Sergeant-Major for hard work and devotion to duty. He was always known in his old

Page 8,
January 29"

regi ment as a ostickero for duty, and held th
LOCAL HERO '

Photo of Staff-Sergeant-Major A. Allen, an old Brandon school boy, who has been
recommended by Sir John French for gallant and distinguished service in the field.

Page 4,
January 29"

CHILD INJURED

About 1.25pm on Tuesday a child of six, named Wm. Henry Baker, whose parents live at Town
Street, was knocked down and injured by a motor car, which was crossing the Market Hill. The boy
was playing with others just before school time, when the car, driven by Mr Harry Adcock, of Harling
Farm,East Harl ing, was travelling at a slow pace
knocked him to the ground. Mr Adcock at once stopped and attended to the child, whom he
conveyed to the doctor. There was a wound at the back of the head, and it was found necessary to
put in six stitches. Mr Adcock next conveyed the boy to his home, and afterwards reported the matter
to the police. The occurrence appears to have been purely accidental, and Mr Adcock did everything
he possibly could for the lad. The accident was witnessed by a soldier, named John

(continued)
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Henry E. Garner, who testifies to the fact that the car was travelling at a very moderate rate. This is
thesecond case of the kind in Brandon within a few days, and it raises the question whether, in view
of the great increase of motor and other vehicular traffic, the children should be warned by their
teachers or parents or both, of the danger of carelessly running about the streets.

Page 4,
January 29"

APPOINTMENT FOR LEUIT.-COLONEL SPRAGGE

The name of Lieutenant-Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.O., North Court, Brandon, is among those who
received a commission on January 19, He is now transferred fror
Loyal Suffolk Hussars) Yeomanry, to be Leuit-Colonel of the Territorial Force Reserve Yeomanry. He
is a distinguished officer, who during the Boer War was appointed to the Honourable Corps of
Gentlemen-at-Arms. He received his commission in the 51t Light Infantry 42 years ago, and became
adj ut ant . He received his spurs in 1889, and r
orderly officer to Brigadier-General J. Doran in the Jowaki Campaign in 1877, and received a medal
with clasps. Afterwards he served with the 515t Light Infantry, and as Superintendent of Army
Signalling in the Afghan War of 1878-80, and was present at the attack and capture of Ali Muejid, was
twice mentioned in dispatches, and received a medal with clasps. He also served with the Burmese
Expedition in 1886-89 as Deputy Assistant Quarter-master General, and was mentioned in

dispatches, Brevet-Major and Distinguished Service Officer, and two clasps. In the Boer War he
commanded the 13t Battalion Irish Imperial Yeomanry, and was promoted from Major to his present
rank with medal and clasp. Colonel Spragge is a Justice of the Peace for Suffolk and a member of

the Brandon Rural District Council and the Thetford Board of Guardians.

Page 4,
February 5"

SOLDI ER6S SOCI AL

A social for the Non-conformist soldiers in the town, arranged by the United Free Churches, was held
at the Paget Hall, on Monday. It was organised by Chaplains Uffen and Summerfield and a
committee of local ladies, and an enjoyable programme of songs, cornet solos, violin solos, and
recitations was given by Miss Richardson, Mrs Bearley, Miss Beryl Lingwood, Miss Eileen Lingwood,
Gunners Gladwell, Simmons and Easy.

Page 4,
February 5"

TREE PLANTING

Seven lime trees, presented by the Managers and the acting correspondent (Mr F.J. Mount) of the
Council Schools, were planted in the playgroun
There has always been a feeling among the Managers that the ground adjoining the school might be
improved by planting a few trees, and, failing to secure them from a source which shall be nameless,
they decided to bear the cost themselves. The result is that seven sturdy young trees are now
established, and in years to come will forma handsome screen along one side of the playground,
enhancing the already very presentable appearance of the school building itself. The Managers
present at the planting were Mr F.W. Gentle (Chairman), the Rev J.L. Wyatt (Vice-Chairman), Messrs
F. Rissbrook and H. Lingwood, with the acting correspondent. Each of these gentlemen planted a
tree. Two other Managers (Messrs. W. Clark and O. Chapman) were unavoidably absent, and their
trees were planted by Mr Appleby (Headmaster) and Mrs. Lingwood (Headmistress of the infants
department). The trees came from the Nurseries of Mr Charles Townsend at Fordham.

Page 4,
February 5™

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

The annual distribution of prizes in connection with the Parish Church Sunday School took place in
the Church Institute on Sunday afternoon. The proceedings were conducted by the Rector (the Rev
J.L. Wyatt) and the prizes were given away by Mrs Trotter and Mrs Wyatt. The Rev C.W. Bartram
delivered an address to the children, in the course of which he drew attention to the position which
present day children were destined to take in the future, and emphasised the importance of seeing
that they were well grounded in everything that was good. He reminded the parents of the necessity
for attending to the education of their children, and for taking care that they were well fitted for the
duties of the future. The prize list is appended i

CHURCH INSTITUTE i

GIRLS

Class | i Margaret Enefer, Norah Bullock, and Alice Talbot.

Class Il i May Shinn, Violet Tash, Annie Bullock and Annie Caban.

Class Il i Beatrice Bullock and Kathleen Caban.

Class IV 1 Gwendoline Secker, Aileen Armiger and May Warren.

BOYS
Class I'i Frank Shinn, Harry Tash, Sidney Money and Joseph Eagle.
Class Il i Isaac Mills, Percy Tash, Lawrence High, Jack Thompson and Jack Caban.

Class Il i Walter Bullock, Alfred Armiger, Frederick Warren and Cyril Rolph.
Class IV T Ernest Pettitt, Alec Brown, Albert Tash, Ernest Bullock and Thomas Royal.

(continued)
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TOWN STREET

GIRLS

Class I i Mildred Bullock, Lydia Shinn, Race Shinn, Doris Royal, Mildred Olley and Kate Chilley.
Class llai Julia Thompson, Arabella Ashley, Doris Rolph and Beryl Talbot (good in exam).

Class lIb i Violet Newell, Edith Adams, Flossie Fendick, Millie Adams and Winnie Elmer.

Class lllai Edith Hunt, Ethel Bullock, Cissie Thompson, Mildred Thompson, Nellie Chilley and Sarah
Randall.

Class llIb i Eva Fendick, Alice Arnold, Lily Austin, Bessie Tilney, Dorothy Francis, Evelyn Kent and
Mary Kent.

Class IV T Nellie Arnold, Elsie Fendick, Elsie Shinn (best in exam), Florence Hunt, Grace Fendick,
Ethel Lockwood and Phyllis Norton.

BOYS

Class | i Bertie EImer and Reggie Tilney.

Class Il i Edgar Elmer, Frank Cox, Stanley Tilney, Arthur Adams and William Howe (very good in
exam).

Class Il i Fred Oliver, Jas. Thompson, Donald Norton and Jas. Arnold.

Class Il i John Elmer, Bertie Norton, Kenneth Butcher, John Francis, Fred Thompson and George
Howe (very good in exam).

Class IV1 Alfred Adams, Percy Adams, George Elmer, Harold Thompson, Hector EImer, George
Arnold, Henry Butcher, Claude Johnson and Reggie Austen.

Page 4,
February 5"

DANGEROUS WAR RELICS

HOME OFFICE WARNING

The Home Office issues the following warning in regard to the dangerous war relics bought home
from the front:-

Several fatal accidents having occurred from the bursting of fuses and shells brought home from the
front, the Chief Inspector of Explosives desires to call the attention of the public to the danger and
illegality of handling war relics of this description.

A shell or fuse which has been fired and which has failed to explode is usually in a very sensitive
condition, and may often be exploded by a light blow, or even by being accidentally placed in such a
position that the firing pellet can move freely. The danger is not so great in the case of an unfired
shell or cartridge for quick-firing guns, but the opening of such shells and cartridges by unskilled
persons, and without proper precautions, is a risky operation. Moreover, under the Explosives Act,
1875, the keeping of fired shells or quick-firing cartridges is illegal and the opening of manipulation of
such explosives is an offence to which a heavy penalty attaches.

Any persons therefore having in his possession war relics of this kind which may by any probability
contain explosive should at once take steps to relieve himself of the serious responsibility which he
incurs by disposing of the explosive in a safe manner. The best method of carrying this out is to drop
the shell or cartridge into deep water, but where this cannot be done the military authorities should be
applied to.

Fragments of shells and other articles which could not possibly contain explosives are, of course,
perfectly harmless. Rifle cartridges which usually measure about 3 inches long by about % inch in
diameter at this base, may also be safely and lawfully kept.

Page 4,
February 121

THE BAPTIST CHURCH
The pulpit at the Baptist Church on Sunday was occupied in the morning by Gunner H.E. Easy, of the
Northants Ammunition Column, and by Chaplain Bernard Uffen in the evening.

Page 4,
February 12

WOUNDED A SECOND TIME
A letter from the War Office received by Mrs Dyer, Town Street, informs her that Private Walter Dyer
has been wounded at the Persian Gulf. Previously in France he was seriously wounded in the body.

Page 4,
February 12"

KILLED BY A SHELL

Mr and Mrs Arthur Rolph, the Ouse Private Hotel, have received information that their nephew,

Private Reginald Nichols, 9" Battalion Norfolk Regiment, has been killed in France. The news arrived
in a letter written by Private H.G. Suffling, of the same regiment, who writes 1

il t g igreatpainmodanform you that your nephew, my chum, Reg. Nichols has been killed by a
shel I . I was only six yards from him at the t
He was eighteen years of age, and was brought up at Brandon with his uncle and aunt, and was

much respected in the town.

Page 4,
February 12

MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

CALLING UP THE CLASSES

The Military Service Act, 1915, came into operation on Thursday, and simultaneously the
Proclamation calling up the first 11 classes under the Act was posted throughout the country.

(continued)
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The men now called up are those in classes 3 to 12 inclusive, comprising single men aged from 19 to
30. These classes correspond roughly to the groups already called up under the Derby Scheme.
The Proclamation requires all the unmarried men born in the years from 1886 to 1896 to report
themselves for military service, at the latest by March 17%. The first batch will be required to present
themselves on March 3.

Page 9,
February 19"

ALL SINGLE MEN
TO JOIN ARMY ABOUT MARCH 18t
MARRIED GROUPS NEXT.

During the week proclamations have been posted calling up all the remaining groups of single men
aged from 31 to 40. They will be required to join the Army about March 18™. This call will effect also
the single men who will be compulsorily enlisted under the Military Service Act, so that by the date
specified all single men in this country between the ages of 19 and 41, except those specifically
exempted, will be in the Army. The first call to married men attested under the Derby scheme will be
i ssued in about a monthdés time, and wil!/l proba
Instructions received from the Army Council state that the calling up of the first four groups has so far
shown that only a small percentage of men in each has been obtained. It will be necessary therefore
to revise the lists of men in each of the groups and classes that have been called up, with a view to
obtaining in due course every available man for military service. The groups for single men will close
at midnight on March 1st. It will not be necessary to attest the men who come under the Compulsion
Act, but only to enter particulars concerning them in the Army Form B2512, which will shortly be
issued to area commanders. This form will take the place of the attestation form.

Page 2,
February 26"

WOUNDED

Writing home to his parents, Mr and Mrs F.G. Woodrow, of The Pines, Bury Road, their son, Private
Reginald J. Woodrow, of the Australian Imperial Force, says he was wounded at Gallipoli. He has
made a satisfactory recovery, and is in a Convalescent Home in Egypt. He was formerly a Brandon
Territorial, but enlisted in Australia.

Page 2,
February 26"

GOOD SHOOTING

Among the members of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps none has achieved greater success in
shooting than Mr T.A. Green. For tying for second place in the County Miniature Competition he
recently received a bronze medal from the Suffolk V.T.C. Association, and he has now qualified to
shoot on the full range at Ipswich on Sunday, in connection with the battalion team competitions.

Page 2,
March 4%

BRANDON LICENSING SESSIONS

The annual licensing sessions for Brandon took place at the Paget Hall, Brandon, on Monday, when
the magistrates present were Colonel B.C.P. Hamilton (who presided), Sir John Aird, Dr A.J.
Pickworth and Colonel B.E. Spragge D.S.O.

Supt. Heigham reported that there were ten full licences, six beer houses, two wine and spirits
licences and one billiard licence, making a total of 19. One publican was proceeded against and
convicted for selling liquor to a child under age. The other houses had been well conducted. Three
persons were proceeded against for drunkenness against two the previous year.

The Chairman said he was sorry to see there was an increase in the drunkenness in spite of the new
licensing laws. True, it was only an increase of only one, but it represented about 30 per cent.
Proceeding, the Chairman said he wanted to emphasise the question of lighting. Authentic cases had
come to his notice, in which the publicans did not screen their windows sufficiently to prevent the light
showing. He did not care whether or not the publican got killed in consequence, it was the public the
Bench had to think of. If a publican showed a light and got a bomb on his house and he and his
family were killed it was their own fault, but the bomb might fall on other people, and the Bench
intended to take very stringent action in the case of any infringement of the law. The law was that
they were not to show lights, and he told them in open Court, with the approval of his brother

magi strates, that they would be down on any de
own sake, but for the sake of the public.

All licenses were then renewed.

Page 2,
March 4

FATAL TRANSPORT ACCIDENT

The Deputy Coroner for the Borough (Mr G.O. Read) held an inquiry at the Cottage Hospital on
Wednesday concerning the death of Harold Petch, aged 19, a soldier, of Hertford.

Mr E. Bond was chosen foreman of the jury.

Lieutenant R.D. Langdale Kelham M.R.C.S., J.R.C.P., in charge of the Canons Reception Hospital,
stated that the deceased was admitted on the 9" February! Witness found him to be suffering from a
fractured skull, a fracture of the left upper arm and extensive abrasions on the left side of the chest
and on the fractured arm. On the side of the skull, where the fracture was he found a superficial

(continued)
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wound. He was unconscious when admitted, but regained consciousness in a short time. Deceased
continued in that state until Monday, when he lost consciousness, and died on Tuesday from blood
poisoning following meningitis, which resulted from the injuries. Bombardier Percy Hill said the
deceased was a driver in the same battery as witness. On Wednesday, 9t February, witness was in
charge of a transport. Deceased was riding the near horse, and they came from Brandon to Thetford.
At Thetford Railway Station they loaded two cwt. Of coal and then left the station, deceased riding the
same horse. They got about 50 yards beyond the Golf House on the Brandon Road when the two
horses attached to the wheel ran into his horse. Deceased was hanging between the two horses.
Witness saw him give a spring as if to get into the saddle, but he seemed to lose his grip and fell
between the horses. The transport went on, leaving the deceased lying on his back on the ground.
Witness called for assistance to an officer who was playing golf, and the deceased was removed to
the hospital. Petch had driven the horses before, but had had no trouble with them. After the horses
were stopped witness noticed that the breast collar was broken.

By the Foreman i Witness had no idea what frightened the horses.

Second-Leuit. T Tanner said the deceased was regarded as one of their best drivers, and the horses
were of a quiet nature.

The jury returned a verdict of accidental death.

Page 4,
March 4%

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT.

Twenty cases were dealt with by the tribunal for Brandon district, who sat on Friday afternoon. The
members present were Messrs. A.W. Rought Rought, W. Durrant, H. Plummer, H.W. Winter, J.
Balaam, C. Jones, W.R. Johnstone, A. Cackett and J. Pickering. Mr A.W. Rought Rought was
elected Chairman, and Earl Cadogan attached as assistant military representative.

TO GET THE CORN IN

A horseman of Sapiston was exempted until June 1st to enable him to get the corn drilled on the farm
occupied by his father. The latter said he usually kept ten men for his farm and hurdle making work,
and now only had three.

IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE

Exemption was claimed by an engine driver and a farm bailiff of Hopton, who were engaged in a
threshing contractorsé business.

Earl Cadogan pointed out that one of the men changed his occupation a year after the war started,
and if people employed men of military age they did so at their own risk.

A member said they might not have thought anything about him being of military age.

Earl Cadogani A" Any | awyer will tell you that ignorang
|l earn things. o

The farm bailiff said he was s orépesestatiee ofthis widowea f
mother.

The engine driver was granted temporary exemption till April 1%t, and the bailiff until June 15t

GOT TO DO WITH HALF

The tribunal declined to exempt a ploughman an
stated, were engaged on a farm of 450 acres at Hopton. There were 13 men and boys employed,
which, the steward admitted, was practically the number he had always had.

Earl Cadogan said they were not allowed to leave more men in certified occupations than were
absolutely needful for work. They had got to try as much as possible to work with half the number of
hands.

SOLE SUPPORT OF HIS PARENTS

The plea of a farmer of Market Weston for exemption was that he was the sole support of his parents.
His father was ill, and appellant managed the whole of his affairs, besides assisting his mother.
Appellant was farming about ten acres of land.

A member said it was a matter of impossibility for applicant to maintain himself and his father and
mother on the produce of ten acres of land, particularly as he had to hire a horse for ploughing.
Application refused.

ON GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

Two carpenters and joiners and a sawyer and tree feller, employed by a Coney Weston contractor,
who stated he was engaged on Government contracts, were exempted until 1st. The employer said
he had lost six men, who had left to join the Colours.

(continued)
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NEAR THE AGE LIMIT

A general labourer walked from Hepworth to claim exemption on the ground that he occupied a small
holding of six acres and had to keep his mother. His age was 40% years, and his mother aged 73.
He was exempted till October.

To sum up the result of the three tribunalsd i
exemptions were granted out of something over 60 appeals.

Page 2,
March 4th

THETFORD AND BRANDON
APPEALS HEARD AT THETFORD

The tribunals appointed under the Military Service Act for the Borough of Thetford and the Rural
District Councils of Thetford and Brandon all met at the Town Hall on Friday, when a large number of
appeals were heard.

STARRED MEN PLEASE NOTE

Captain Kennedy said with regard to the procedure of past tribunals he proposed to treat all
applications that had been made for stars under the old rules, and for putting to later groups as if they
were applications for exemption this day, and all men who had been given stars at previous tribunals
if they applied to him for exemptions he would consider them entitled to exemption. In this case of
men who had stars removed, if they applied to him for exemption he would refuse to grant it. He was
afraid a great number of men did not realise that if they had been previously starred they had got to
apply again to be exempted. Of course, if they were attested and starred they could apply when their
group was threatened.

The Clerk said all the groups were called up.

Captain Kennedy said he was speaking of the married men and the starred men whose groups were
not called up.
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Page 1,
March 11

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr A.W. Rought-Rought presided at the fortnightly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council on
Friday, and there were also present i Messrs A.J. Cackett, J Pickering, J Balaam, W Durrant, H
Plummer and W.R. Johnston, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen).

The Clerk reported that the Rev H Brand and Mr G Wood were unable to accept their appointments
on Brandon District Tribunal, and it would be necessary to select two members in their places.

Mr Johnston thought they ought to have labour members, as the Government were very strong on
that point.

Mr Balaam said the difficulty was labour men did not like to lose the time.

The Clerk said there was an order that they might pay members to the extent of their railway fare, but
they were only to spend a very small amount. Any real labour member got recouped for his loss to an
amount not exceeding 1s an hour.

Mr J Carter (Fakenham) and Mr J.S. Newdick (Barnham) were appointed to the vacancies.

The Clerk reported that out of a possible 13 the following attendances had been made by members
during the year:

Mr Newdick O

Mr Oliverson 1 (away owing to illness)
Mr Winter 4

Mr Rought 12

The Rev H Brand 5

Mr Green 8

Mr Cackett 12

Mr Plummer 15

Colonel Follett (on war service)
Colonel Mackenzie (ill)

Mr Balaam 6

Mr Jones 3

Mr Durrant 9

Mr Wood and Colonel Spragge are on war service.

The Clerk produced a letter from the Local Government Board, stating that it had become necessary
to make provisional arrangements for enabling every medical men of suitable age, 45 and under, who
could be spared for civil employment without injury to the civil population, to place himself at the
disposal of the authorities, and be prepared, when required, to take a commission in the Army or
Navy in the near future. The Local authority must bear in mind the importance of maintaining public
health, but subject to this they should be prepared to allow medical men of military age in their service
to join the Forces.

The Chairman remarked that the partner of their Medical Officer had already gone.

The Clerk said that was so, and Dr Cowan was doing his work.

It was agreed to reply to the Local Government Board that, in the opinion of this Council, their Medical
Officer could not be spared.
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Page 1,
March 18"

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT

Mr A.W. Rought-Rought presided at the Brandon Rural District Tribunal, which sat at Thetford on
Friday, and there were also present i Messrs J.S. Newdick, H Plummer, W.R. Johnstone, C.W.
Jones, J Balaam, W Durrant, J Pickering, A.J. Cackett and J Carter, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen),
and the Military representative (Earl Cadogan).

MUST GET THE SINGLE MEN

After dealing with a case in which exemption f
representative (Earl Cadogan) said that they had got to get the single men. Farmers had known of

the Act since August, and they ought to have taken young men out of their occupations and put
married me in their places.

Mr Pickeringi AiBut of you cannot get married men?0
EarlCadogani AWel | , t hey have gmdny ocdsegs uMWebdfawree g
effort has been made to move any of these young lads of 20 out of the positions they have held for

the last few months, while a lot of them have been put in.

SOME WASTAGE

In the case of a horseman at Hepworth it was reported that there were two other men on a farm of
280 acres. They were both over 60 years of age and unable to carry sacks of corn.

The father of the applicant said there were ten horses, and applicant was the only horsekeeper he
had.

Earl Cadogan said there was a horsekeeper in the position who left last Michaelmas. It was a most
improper thing in these times.

The father said it was the usual thing for men to change over at Michaelmas.

TheClerki AiWhere did he go to?bo0

Father of the applicanti iHe has enl i sted. o

Earl Cadogani AiWas he single?0

The fatheri ANo, marri ed. o

Ear | Cadogan said he could not get away from t
wastage. Let them try to fill the places with

Three months exemption.

ONE MAN TO DO TWO MENOG6S WORK

Application was made for exemption of two ploughmen and two horsekeepers on a farm at
Fakenham. The employer said he was farming 600 acres arable and 150 acres pasture with only ten
men and boys. Normally 20 men and boys were employed. None of the men were of military age.
Earl Cadogani iYou have got to try to get one man to
understand that we cannot get on. o

One ploughman (31 years of age) and one horsekeeper (40) were conditionally exempted. Another
ploughman was given three months exemption and the application in respect of the horsekeeper,
aged 19, was refused.

A HARD CASE
A farmer, of Honington, aged 40, applied for exemption on the ground that he supervised his s i st
business, and that if he left she would lose her living.

A member of the Tribunal said it was a hard case.

The Chairmani i There are a | ot of hard cases about. 0
Exemption for six months was granted.

NOT A GOOD EXAMPLE

Indispensible to the business were the grounds for an application for the exemption of a hawker,
farmer, etc, aged 19, of Hepworth. The father said hand his wife lived at the farm, and the son and
daughter managed the business in the village. There was a horsekeeper employed, and the father
said if he had the choice he would keep his son and release the other man.

Earl Cadogan did not see how they could say the man who was in favour of a young man who was
not in an exempted trade.

The Chairman said it was not a good example to take the other man and leave the son.

Earl Cadogan did not see how they could say the man who was in an exempted trade should go in
favour of a young man who was not in an exempted trade.

The application was refused, and the father said he would have to appeal.

(continued)
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THRESHING TACKLE IDLE

In support of a claim by a threshing machine drum feeder of Hepworth for absolute exemption it was
stated that his joining the Army would entail serious hardship on his mother, he bring the support of
the home. His employers wrote that they had lost over 60 men since the commencement of the war.
For this reason they had had to keep three or four sets of tackle idle during the season.

The military representative opposed the application on the ground that the man did not feed the drum
regularly and only partly supported his mother, there being two other brothers. The mother, who
appeared, said her eldest son joined the forces early in the war and had been missing since last May.
Applicant was exempted for two months.

PRACTICALLY WORTHLESS

The Clerk said he thought he might make a general statement that at present all starred badges were
practically worthless. They all had to be gone through again.

Amemberi AiWi Il Il they have to appeal again?o
TheClerkiiYes, and they will get notice. o He add e
because they had got exemptions they had got them forever. They might be called back again.

Page 2, PIANO

March 18" Mrs Benson Haskins is prepared to receive additional pupils for the Pianoforte Examinations. Music
taught systematically on modern lines. Half term commences March 20,

Page 2, MAJOR-GENERAL JACOB WOUNDED

March 18" Major-General C.W. Jacob, C.B., whose name appeared on the casualty lists published on Tuesday
as having been wounded, is son-in-law of the Rector of Brandon (the Rev J.L. Wyatt). The wound is
fortunately not serious, and General Jacob is making good progress in a hospital in France.

Page 2, ATTENDANCE RECORD

March 25" The record made by Bertie ElImer, of Town Street, at school at Brandon, was recently brought to the
notice of the West Suffolk Education Committee by the Council School Managers, with a view to
securing some token of recogni fariceo he fiost atteamded theeTown h
Street School, and after that was closed he at
Managers (Mr F.W. Gentle) has, on behalf of the Education Committee presented the boy with a
silver watch and chain on his leaving school.

’f’/lz?shl%m D.C.M. AWARDED

Hearty congratulations are offered to Private R.W. Docking, 7 Norfolks, who has been awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal. The gratifying information has been received by his parents, Mr and
Mrs Henry Docking, Thetford Road. In his last letter he encloses a copy of the letter he had received
informing him of the honour. This was as follows i

iGeneral Scott is glad to be able to inform yo
thef i el d, and he offers his hearty congratul ati
He is the second son and is in France.

Page 2,
April 1%

PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Brandon Parish Council was also held on Tuesday, when there were present
Messrs. W. Brown (who presided), R.H. Parrott, H Lingwood and W. Clark, with the Clerk (Mr F.J.
Mount).

The Clerk reported the decision of the parish meeting with reference to the Lighting and Watching
Act, with which the Council concurred.

COULSON LANE

Consideration was given to the question of putting small stone or shingle on Coulson Lane footpath.
Mr Parrott said he was told the path was made worse by putting the big stones down, as they
prevented the water getting away.

The Clerk said they were put there to hold the path up and keep the carts off. He was sorry to say
carts still went on the path, although there was plenty of room without doing so.

Mr Parrott thought the repair of the path should be left for the present.

The Clerk said it was very bad for the people who lived there and wanted to get to the backways.
Mr Lingwoodi A How do we stand with regard to the roa
The Clerk said no one claimed it. They had approached the District Council several times, but their
argument was that if they took one road over there were scores of other similar ones in the district.
It was agreed to obtain a truck load of Wymondham gravel for use on the path.

The Chairman remarked that it would not be a very serious matter and would show that they were
willing to do something.

(continued)
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ACCOUNTS
Accounts accounting to £17 3s 7d were passed for payment.

BURIAL GROUND

Mr Lingwood drew attention to the way in which the graves were set out along the path near the
church and to the bad appearance they presented. Approaching from the centre of the burial ground,
he said, they looked as if they were all out of the square.

The Clerk said that was owing to the way the ground was set out at first. The section referred to was
not square, and to make it come right the graves had to be set out at a certain angle. It certainly
looked bad, but it was due to a mistake in setting the ground out.

Page 4,
April 1%

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT

A meeting of the tribunal for the Brandon Rural District was held at Thetford on Friday. Mr A.W.
Rought Rought presided, and the other members present were: Messrs J Carter, J Balaam, A
Cackett, W.R. Johnstone, C.W. Jones, J Pickering, H.W. Winter, H Plummer and W Durrant, with the
Clerk (Mr J Houchan).

NO SHORTAGE OF LABOUR

Application was made by a Brandon farmer on behalf of his stockman, aged 25, who was in Group 8.
The military representative objected, and said there was a fair amount of labour on the land.

The employer said he could not do much on the farm himself owing to a heart condition which often
laid him up.

The military representatvei iHave you been trying to replace
Applicant said he had been advertising.

Earl Cadogan said a lot of farmers came up to the tribunals and said they ahd been advertising, but it
was not enough to say that. He had a letter from the Labour Bureau at Bury St Edmunds to the effect
that they had a large number of workmen of all classes on their register. Men who were ineligible for
military service. There was no shortage of labour there, male or female, and the writer did not
consider any young unmarried men of military age were indispensable to their employers in any
industry.

The application was refused.

JUST AS WELL OFF

An engine driver, of Bardingham, applied for exemption on the ground that he was the only son
supporting his invalid father, and because of his occupation.

The military representative opposed the application, which was refused.

Applicanti i Wi | | my father get anything?bo

A member said he would, and would be just as well off if the applicant remained at home.

TOO YOUNG

A Honington farmer applied for the exemption of his horsekeeper and horseman on the grounds that
they were too indispensable for working his horses. The applicant said he farmed 300 acres, and had
only two men besides these to work ten horses. He had been unable to obtain any other men in their
places.

Earl Cadogan opposed the application on the ground that the lads were too young to be kept. He
pointed out that the Labour Bureau had men available and farmers must try to make do. So many of
those boys had been put into such occupations.

A member remarked that old men and young boys could not carry the corn about.

The applicant said in the first instance he was going to apply for total exemption, but the strings had
been drawn titghter, and he now asked for a few months to enable him to get his corn in. He did not
wish to be unpatriotic in any shape or form.

Earl Cadogan said the farmer had a head horseman, and he ought to be able to get somebody to

feed the horses under that manodés direction.

COWMAN AND COALMAN

The military representative opposed the application of a stockman (26), of Barnham, on the ground
that he was only an ordinary labourer, and was too young to be exempted.

The employer said he had a farm of 106 acres and there was a coal business connected with it.
AmemberiiYour cowman is really your coal man too?
The employer said that was so.

Application refused.

(continued)
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MOTHER WOULD BE COMFORTABLY OFF

An assistant gamekeeper (19), of Euston Park, applied for exemption on the ground that he was the
only son left at home to support his widowed mother. He had two brothers serving in the Army and
another one called up under the group system.

Ear | Cadogan said that with the pay from the o
would be comfortably off, and the applicant was too young to be exempt. Gamekeepers were a

luxury, and he thought on principle the application should be refused.

It was stated that the mother received 6s 10d per week from one brother.

EarlCadogani A So i f this | ad does the same she wil!/
Application refused.

WOODMAN AND HURDLE MAKER

Temporary exemption for three months was granted to a woodman and hurdle maker (34), of
Sapiston, who carried on business jointly with his father. They occupied 25 acres of land and kept
five horses. The father said he was 65 years of age and was only able to work occasionally and he
would not carry on the business without the assistance of his son.

CORN IN THE BARN

A Honington farmer applied on behalf of his horseman, aged 21.

Earl Cadogan said the man was not indispensable and there was plenty of labour on the farm, so
much so that the farmer was able to sack a man at Christmas.

The employer said he sent that man away because he could not afford him. He had two more
married men on a farm of 270 acres.

The Chairmani iHave you got your corn in?o

Thefarmeri A Ye s , in the barn. o0 (laughter)

Exemption granted until April 24th.

SHOULD KICK HIM OUT

A Barningham threshing machine labourer, aged 37, based his application on the ground that he was
the sole support of his widowed mother. He admitted, however, that she was an old age pensioner
and that there was another brother over military age at home.

AmemberiiDoes your brother keep the house?o0
Applicanti A No , | have to keep him.o

Thememberi Al should kick him out then.o

Application refused.

NO SERIOUS INCONVENIENCE

A Hopton horseman (25) also failed to sustain his appeal. The employer said this was his head
horseman, and there were only two other horsemen to look after 14 horses. He had tried to get a
married man, but found it almost impossible to do so. Three of his men on his farm had joined the
Army,and another was due to go in a few daysodé ti
Earl Cadogan did not think this was a case of even serious inconvenience. There were too many
men on the farm.

THE LAMBING SEASON

There was an application for the temporary exemption of an assistant shepherd (32), of Great
Fakenham, who was said to be indispensable until the lambing season was over. There was a flock
of over 700 ewes on the farm, and only one assistant besides this man.

Lord Cadogan, in opposing this claim, said this man was not indispensable. A lad could do the work.
Theagenti ilt requires an experienced man during t
One monthés exemption granted.

EIGHT MILES FROM THE STATION

A horsekeeper (36), of Barningham, claimed on the ground that he was the only son living at home

with a widowed mother, who was partly dependant on him.

Earl Cadogan, said the mother was an old age pensioner, and there were two other sons making

allowances.

The employer, who also appealed, said he carried on business eight miles away from the station, and

it involved heavy cartage, which neither an old man or a young lad could do. He had released five

single chaps, and this was the only single man left.

The manés application was refus
[

d and the emp
opportunity of trying to f i

e 1
his manés pl ace

(continued)
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GARDENS A LUXURY

Appeals were made by both employer and man in the case of an unattested Thelnethan horsekeeper
on the ground that he was in a starred occupation.

Earl Cadogan said there were three men and three boys employed on 30 acres.

The farm bailiff said he had only another old man on the farm. He had three horses and about 40
acres of arable land.

Replying to Earl Cadogan, the bailiff said there was also a boy of 12. There were men and boys in
the gardens, but they were shorthanded.

The Chairmani i We must | ook upon gardens as a luxury
A member said he understood there were ten men and boys working at the place.

Application refused.

Page 1,
April 81

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday, Mr A.W.
Rought-Rought presided, and there were also present the Rev C.E. Green. Messrs H.W. Winter, J
Balaam, J Pickering, W.R. Johnstone, H Plummer and A.G. Cackett, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen).

DAMAGE TO ROADS

With regards to the claim by this Council in respect of damage to roads by military traffic, the Clerk
produced a letter from the Road Board stating that they had received a report from Mr W.D. Harding,
Borough Surveyor of Bury St Edmunds, on his inspection of the roads in question. Having carefully
considered the claim, the Board were of the opinion that, in arriving at the amount which it was
reasonable to expect the war department to pay towards the expenditure proposed, a deduction must
be made from the sum claimed and the amount which would, in the ordinary course, have to be
expended by the District Council on the maintenance of the roads. It was also understood that a
section of road was being coated with better and stronger material than previously existed, and no
doubt the Council would appreciate the fact th
compensation to be paid by the War Department. In view of the facts stated above the Board were
therefore only prepared to recommend the War Department to contribute £100 in full settlement of the
claim made by the Rural District Council.

It was understood that enquiries would be made as in what was being done in other districts in this
connection.

TREASURERGS ACCOUNT
The Treasurerbés account showed receipts amount
amount of £439 9s 10d.

Page 2,
April 8th

D.C.M.

The London Gazette of Thursday 29t March, contained the following notification of the award of the
Distinguished Conduct Medal i

12410 Privat e ™ Rattaian NdfollkcReginment.,, 7

For conspicuous gallantry on a reconnoitring patrol with an officer. Although both were wounded,
they completed their work, andbr ought i n valwuable information.
Private Docking is the second son of Mr and Mrs Henry Docking, Thetford Road, Brandon.

Page 2,
April 8th

HOME FROM THE FRONT

At the beginning of this week three Brandon so
leave. They are Private Herbert Edwards, Private Edgar Randall and Private R.W. Docking. All of
them belong to the 7! Norfolks and have been out for about ten months. They were in the battle of
Loos, in addition to putting in a good deal of work in the trenches. Private Edwards is the eldest son

of Mr and Mrs Henry Edwards, of London Road, who have lost one other son during the war. Private
Edwards has fortunately escaped unhurt, although he has had one or two narrow escapes from

shells. Private Randall is the second son of Mrs Randall, of London Road, and Private Docking is the
son of Mr and Mrs Henry Docking, of Thetford Road. He was wounded on the 15t March, but happily

it was not serious.

Page 2,
April 15th

WOMEN WORKERS

It is stated that the women of Brandon have sent in their names pretty freely for employment on the
land, or in some other form of war service. Lady Aird has consented to act as the Brandon
representative on the West Suffolk County war Agricultural Committee, and she is receiving very able
assistance locally from Miss Agatha Crocker.

Page 2,
April 15th

WOUNDED

News reached Mrs Gray this week that her husband, Gunner A.T. Gray formerly police constable at
Brandon, had been wounded by a rifle bullet in the calf of the left leg. Gunner Gray, who was
unfortunate enough to receive the wound on his birthday, April 2, was called up at the outset of the
war, and had hitherto escaped unharmed. He served at the Front for sixteen months before he
obtained leave to come home for seven days just before last Christmas.
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Page 2,
April 15th

SHOOTING COMPETITION

The prizes won by members of the Brandon V.T.C. in a shooting competition, which has extended
over several weeks, were presented on Sunday. The match was arranged at the Instigation of Sir
John Aird, who has been such a generous and enthusiastic supporter of the Corps, and who offered
three handsome prizes. In order to make conditions as equal as possible for competitors in all
degrees of proficiency, the members were separated into three groups, one prize being allocated to
each, and each man was required to enter 15 targets, the 12 best to count. The names of those who
completed the whole series, together with their aggregate scores, were as follows i

GROUP |

Lieut. F.W.Ridsdale (1186), T.A.Green (1185), Capt. A Lee Barber (1183), G Bullock (1168), A Dyer
(1142) and A.J. English (1093).

GROUP II

J Petty (1152), W Edgington (1146), H.L. Sturgeon (1146), A Rolph (1145), H.H. Johnson (1136), J
Cooper (1113), J Elmer (1100), R Perl (1092), E Dorling (1087), J Ashley (1051), J Leech (1041), W
Olley (991) and G Clarke (922).

GROUP I

A Gasken (1078), S Carter (969), H Berry (951) and R Grimes (874).

As the officers did not compete for the prizes the winners were: Group I T T.A. Green, Group Il - J
Petty, Group lll i A Gasken.

At the same time a shooting competition for members of the bugle band was carried on, the winners
being A Parry and T Boughen.

After upwards of an houros drill on Sunday mor
where they were inspected by a Lieutenant of the 13" Hussars, who returned from the Front
wounded. There were on Parade Commander A.W. Rought-Rought, Captain A Lee-Barber,
Lieutenant Ridsale, Sergeant-Major Shears, Quarter-Master-Sergeant Wilby and about 40 non-
commissioned officers and men. The bugle band, under Bandmaster Farrow, were also present.

Sir John Aird thanked Captain Lee-Barber for the great trouble he had taken over the competition. He
believed he had been down to the range every time, and had greatly helped the company
commander, who had not been able to attend as much as he would wish. He would like to say how
sorry they were for the reason which had kept their company commander away, and to express the
hope that Mrs Rought-Rought would soon be well and strong again. On examining the lists of men in
the various groups he found that in Group | only six shot out of 14, in Group 1l 14 out of 23, and in
group Il only 4 out of 32. He rather gathered that was due to the fact that many men, perhaps finding
their first card or two were not as good as they wished, became discouraged, and did not persevere.
If that were so it was rather a pity, because they might have made very good cards afterwards. He
musty say he was rather disappointed that more men of the Corps did not continue in the competition
as the larger the number of competitors the greater the interest and the closer the result, although he
saw that some of the scores very good and very close.

The prizes, which consisted of a silver cup, a clock, and an attaché case, were then presented by
Lady Aird, who said she was very pleased to notice the smart appearance of the corps, and hoped it
would keep up its efficiency this year as it did last. That could only be done by frequent drills and
hard work. It was their hope that the Corps would be one of the strongest in Suffolk, and if they would
buckle to and do their best the efficiency would be well maintained, and things would not go slack.
She thought they were all working for one end, and that was victory and peace.

Commandant Rought-Rought thanked Sir John Aird for the great interest he still maintained in the
Brandon Volunteer Corps. He was certain that if it had not been for that competition, for which he had
so kindly offered prizes, the thing would have fallen very flatthis wi nt er . Thanks
and the efforts of the officers and non-commissioned officers, there had, all things considered, been a
fairly good attendance. There were, however, many men who had not been able to attend the
competition, but who in the summer perhaps would be able to do so. They would always try to do
their best to keep up the interest in the Corps so that it would not fizzle out like a good many others
had done.

Cheers having been given for Sir John and Lady Aird, the Corps, headed by their bugle band,
marched to the Armoury, where they were dismissed.

Page 2,
April 22nd

AN OLD OFFENDER

At the Police Station on Monday, before Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, Charles Tilney, an old offender,

was charged with sleeping out at 12.15 on Sunday morning.

P.C. Mobbs gave evidence to the effect that he found the accused sleeping in a haystack on Mr R
Hyambébs premises adjoining the London Road. He

(continued)
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possession tobacco, pipe, matches, and twopence in money. When they got on to the road the
accused became very noisy and disturbed the whole neighbourhood.
At Inspector Mobbs request Tilney was remanded to the next Petty Sessions.

Page 2,
April 22nd

PARISH COUNCIL

The members present at the annual meeting of the Brandon Parish Council on Monday were Messrs.
W. Brown, R.H. Parrott, O Chapman, A.E. Osborne, W.J. Murrell and W Clark, with the Clerk (Mr F.J.
Mount).

Mr W Brown was re-elected chairman of the Council for the ensuing year, and Mr

A.W. Rought-Rought vice-chairman. Messrs F Acer and F.F. Brown were elected overseers for the
ensuing year. It was decided that the whole Council should act as a committee under the Lighting
and Watching Act.

The Chairman, vice-chairman and Messrs Parrott and F.W. Gentle were re-appointed a Burials
Emergency Committee.

Mr W Clark produced the annual report of the Brandon Fire Brigade, which, owing to the absence of
Captain W.B. Wood on military services, was drawn up by Mr F.W. Ridsdale (acting chief officer).
During the past year, he stated, the brigade had only received one call to a fire, on 15t November,
when all the members paraded at the station, but a subsequent message being received, the engine
did not leave the station, the danger to adjoining property having been averted. During June last, one
Messrs Merryweather6s engineers took down the
treated it. He reported that the engine was in a satisfactory working condition. The appliances were
in a good working order. During the year the brigade had attended in good numbers for drills,
especially the engineers, who took great interest in their work. He brought to the notice of the Council
the fact that the engineer, two assistant engineers, and three firemen, had attended under Lord
Derbyds Scheme, and he asked for the Council bs
The Chairman expressed satisfaction at the report and the thanks of the Council to the Brigade for
their work during the year.

The question of the attested engineers was referred to the committee.

The Council re-appointed Mr W.B. Wood captain and Mr F.W. Ridsdale lieutenant of the Brigade, and
Messrs W Clark, O Chapman and F.W. Gentle were re-elected top serve on the Fire Brigade
Committee.

It was decided that the dates of the quarterly meetings should remain as heretofore.

The accounts of the Parish Council for the past year were presented by the Clerk, and showed the
following balances in hand i

General account = £8 3s 6d

Burials account = £28 8s 7d

Lighting and watching account = £70 14s 3d

Precepts were issued for £30 under the Burials Act, and £12 for general expenses.

Mr Furrell raised the question of cyclists riding through the Victoria Avenue, and the Clerk was
instructed to direct the attention of the police to the matter.

When considering the estimate for general expenses Mr Parrott asked whether a man from Norwich
was brought to Brandon to trim the trees in Victoria Avenue.

TheClerki AiConsi dbei mgn was paid only 3s for his wg
Mr Parrotti AWel I , | was told so.0

The Clerk (ratherhotly) T il shoul d | i ke to know what person
Mr Parrotti il daresay you would. o

TheClerki i Taki ng i ratioothat ywinhsie fug examined the accounts for the past year, it
does not speak very well for your scrutiny of them, or you would have noticed that no sum had been
paid to a Norwich man for the purpose mentione
The Chairman said Mr Alderton, of Brandon, had carried out this work for several years to the
satisfaction of the Council, and while such a man could be procured locally it was not necessary to
obtain the services of outsiders.

Page 6,
April 22nd

LOCAL HERO
Henry Docking, son of Mr Henry Docking, Thetford Road, Brandon, who has been
awarded the D.C.M. for gallantry in the field.
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Page 2,
April 29th

EASTER AT THE PARISH CHURCH

The Easter Day services at the Parish Church consisted of Holy Communion at 7, 8 and midday, and
a special administration for soldiers at 9.45. Altogether the communicants numbered nearly 200.
These services were taken either by the Rector (the Rev J.L. Wyatt), or the Curate (the Rev R.H.
Nobl e) . I n the evening the ant hasaconclading voldraryithe t
organist (Mr Chapman) played the fAHallelujah C(C
behalf of the Curatesé Fund amounted to A32 od

Page 2,
April 29th

LING HEATH TRUST

The annual meeting of the Trustees of the Ling Heath Charity was held at the High Street Council
Schools on Thursday in last week. The Rev J.L. Wyatt presided. The accounts for the past year,
showing a balance of £12 16s 0d, was passed.

Alet t er was received from Sir John Airddéds agent
been left open which Sir John considered to be dangerous. It was noted that 18 pits had been filled
up during the past year, and the trustees gave instructions for Mr A Lacy Scott, the agent, to be
informed that the remainder of the pits would be filled up when labour coul dbe procured.

The Secretary reported that at the request of the Chairman he visited the heath to ascertain what
damage had been done by the recent storm. He found that very few trees had been blown down, and
that the exterior of the house and farm buildings appeared to be in order with the exception of two
panes of glass broken which had been previously reported. The land, however, was not being
cultivated, and considerable damage had been done by rabbits biting the young trees. The Secretary
was requested to bring these matters to the notice of the estate agent, and to ask that reference be
made to the terms of the lease.

WHIST DRIVE FOR THE TROOPS

During the winter months a series of weekly whist drives for the benefit of the men of the troops
stationed in the town have been ably arranged and carried out by Mrs George Clarke and Mrs
Tyzack. A small charge was made to cover the cost of the hall, prizes, etc. For other prizes thanks
are to Mr Morris, Mr Fonter, Mr Murrell (Vine Court), Mrs Ness, Mrs Whitta, Mrs Edgington, Mrs
Brown, Mrs Green, the Messrs Owles, Mr O Chapman, Messrs Housman and Relhan, Miss Crasp,
Mrs George Clarke, Mrs Tyzack and the Misses Tyzack. After paying all expenses for the season a
balance of £1 2s 2d was passed on to the whist drive in aid of the British Red Cross Society, which
took place on Tuesday. This also was carried out most successfully by Mrs George Clarke and Mrs

Tyzack. The | adiesd prizes we'trRoyaldNelsh Fpsilierss veho weeed
stationed at Brandon early last year, before proceeding to the Dardanelles, where they took part in
some very heavy fighting, and suffered s ever el y. The gentl emenos

Wood, Dr Trotter, Mr Murrell (High Street), Messrs Housman and Relham, Mr and Mrs Tyzack and
Mrs George Clarke.

The successful competitors were i

Ladies:

1st prize Mrs Murrell, 2" Miss Gentle, 39 Mrs Adcock, 4 Miss Alston, for lowest score Mrs
Richardson.

Gentlemen:

1st prize Sergeant Ireland, 2" Bombardier Brett, 3" Driver Waterton, 4" Master A Parry, 5" Mr Smith,
for lowest score Mr Tyzack.

Several members of the V.A.D., Suffolk (62), were present in their uniform. After paying all expenses
the sum of £10 2s was handed to Mrs Hamilton, the vice-president, to be sent to the headquarters of
the Suffolk Branch of the British Red Cross Society at Bury St Edmunds.

MAY

Page 1,
May 6th

PETTY SESSIONS

MONDAY i

Present: Lieut-Colonel B.C.F. Hamilton (Chairman), Lieut-Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.O, Mr A.W.
Rought-Rought and Dr Trotter.

A TRADESMANOGS LI GHTS

Frederick G Woodrow, Brandon ironmonger, was charged with not effectively obscuring lights at his
house, Bury Road, on April 6%,

Defendant stated his attention was called to his blinds and he had them altered and expected they
were all right.

(continued)
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The Chairman said the magistrates felt the case was a serious one, and a man like the defendant
ought to be more careful, as he was not only endangering himself but others. They had decided to
inflict a substantial fine as a warning to him and others. He must pay a fine, including costs, of £1.

A FIRE IN A FIELD

Frederick E. Mutum, Brandon, carting contractor, was charged with igniting and leaving a fire that
would serve as a land mark, on April 61",

Inspector F. Mobbs said there appeared to be six tumbrel loads on the fire. Defendant when spoken
to expressed his regret and at once put out the fire.

The Chairman said the magistrates were prepared to take a lenient view of the case, but he and
others must take a warning. He must pay 6s costs, and the case would be dismissed with a caution.

HIS 64™ APPEARANCE

Charles Tilney, alias Turk, of no fixed abode, but belonging to Brandon, appeared to answer a charge
of being without visible means of subsistence on April 16™. He was found by Inspector Mobbs on Mr
Hyambés premises asleep on a straw stack. On t
neighbourhood. There were 63 previous convictions against him, and he was sentenced to six
mont hs6 hard | abour.

Page 2,
May 6th

BAPTIST CHURCH

The services at the Baptist Church on Sunday were conducted by men in khaki. The morning
preacher was Corporal Picken, Herts Regiment and in the evening by the Rev Bernard Uffen,
Chaplain to the Forces.

Page 2,
May 6th

FIRE ALARM

About 10.20 on Saturday night an alarm of fire was given in the High Street, the outbreak having
occurred at 77, Thetford Road, occupied by Mr Ernest Bullock. The members of the Brigade
responded with most commendable promptitude, and within 5% minutes of the call nine of eleven
firemen, including the acting Chief Officer, Mr F.W. Ridsdale, were on the spot with their hose-cart.
Fortunately the fire was not serious, and was almost immediately extinguished by some soldiers. lItis
supposed that the bedroom drapery ignited from a candle which the children had left burning.
Several townspeople assembled, and were heard to compliment the firemen on the smartness with
which they turned out.

Page 2,
May 6th

V.T.C. SHOOTING CONTEST

The first shooting contest between teams of eight men selected from the Brandon and Mildenhall
Volunteers took place on the Barton Mills range. The home team were the winners by 46 points.
Each man had seven shots at 200 and 300 yards range, and the scores were as follows:

MILDENHALL
200 300 Total
yards yards
Private Dodds 26 22 48
Com-Commander Sir Hy Bunbury, Bart 21 23 44
Private Berry 24 19 43
Private Brett 23 19 42
Private Sparrow 24 11 35
Platoon-Com Maclaren 19 15 34
Private Pearmain 17 15 32
Private Rivett 16 16 32
Totals 170 140 310
BRANDON
Lieut. Murrell 25 22 47
Private Talbot 24 22 46
Sergt. F Shears 23 15 38
Private T.A. Green 22 11 33
Private Bullock 19 14 33
Private J.S. Cooper 15 14 29
Private Petty 20 6 26
Private Rolph 6 6 12
Totals 154 110 264
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Page 2,
May 6th

BRANDON RURAL COUNCIL
HEALTH OF THE DISTRICT
BIRTH RATE UNUSUALLY LOW

A CASE OF SPOTTED FEVER

The annual meeting of the Brandon Rural District Council was held at Thetford on Friday, when the
members present were the Rev C.E. Green, the Rev H Brand, Messrs W Durrant, A.W. Rought-
Rought, A.J. Cackett, J Balaam, H Plummer, J Pickering and W.R. Jonstone, with the Clerk (Mr J
Houchen).

APPOINTMENTS
The following appointments were made for the ensuing year:
Chairman i Mr A.W. Rought-Rought, Vice-Chairman i Colonel Spragge and Mr W Durrant.

THE ESTIMATES i INCREASED RATE

The Clerk produced the estimate of expendiuture for the half year ending September 30" next. It
appeared that an amount of £1,139 10s 0d was required for highway purposes and £135 for public
health. To obtain those amounts, he said, they would want a rate of 11%d in the £ for highways and
1%d for public health. The reason they wanted the 11%2d was entirely owing to the roads question.
Last year they cut down 408andthatamountyhadmdsspracically torbe t
raised. When they made that concession, however, they hoped the war might have been over, and
that they would not require quite so much as they did.

MrDurranti il f you can6t get the&olabour how can it
The Clerk said the surveyors said they could get it. But supposing they could not get the labour they
would have the material to put on as soon as the labour could be obtained.

Mr Durrant said it had been his intention to move that from the commencement of April to the end of
August and the roadmen be dispensed with in order that they might assist the farmers.

The Clerk pointed out that the War Office had issued so order that soldiers were to be released from
service to assist the farmers during harvest.

The RevE.C. Greeni i What wi | | happen i f you do not spen
The Clerk said if they took anything off this half year they would have to put it on next half year.
Though they might put it off, the evil day would come.

Mr Durrant said they could not expect to keep the roads up to the same standard as they were before
the war.

In reply to the Clerk, Mr Davey, District Surveyor, said if the estimated amount was not spent on the
roads the cost of upkeep would be more in succeeding years.

Answering a member, the Clerk said the rate for the corresponding half-year was 9%d and last half
year it was 10d.

The Chairmani AWe reduced the estimate | ast year by /
this year we shall be in the same muddle next year.

MrDurranti AiCannot we keep it the same as | ast half
The Clerk said if they did they would have a big deficiency next year.

TheRevC.E.Greeni i That is if we keep our roads up to

Mr Johnstone said they could not take very much off except that they could try to release as much
labour as possible for the busy months.

TheClerkiAiThat i s already being done. 0

The estimates were approved.

THE HEALTH OF THE DISTRICT

In his annual report for 1915, the Medical Officer of Health (Dr Cowan) stated the population of the
district had decreased from 5,863 to 5,606. During the year 110 births were registered, giving a birth
rate of 19.6 per thousand, which was unusually low. 74 deaths were registered, to which had to be
added 18 transferable deaths, giving a death rate of 16.4 per thousand. There were 10 deaths of
infants under a year old, 3 of which were due to premature birth, giving a death rate of 99 per
thousand. This rate was below the average of the last five years. 49 of the deaths were of people
over 65 years of age, 2 deaths were due to measles, 1 to diphtheria, 6 to influenza, 4 to phthisis, only
2 to cancer and 18 to diseases of the respiratory organs. 48 cases of infectious disease were notified
during the year, of which 28 were scarlet fever, 5 diptheria, 1 spotted fever, 1 poliomzelitis, 11
pulmonary tuberculosis and 2 other forms of tuberculosis. 23 of the cases of scarlet fever, 4 of
diphtheria and 7 of tuberculosis occurred in Brandon. The case of spotted fever was certainly due to
a Amilitary carrierdo and probably 13 cases of
who has proved to have been a ficarriero, and a

(continued)
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from infection, with the result that no further cases occurred. By these means it was hoped to check
the spread of a very serious disease which was increasing throughout England and Wales - 305
cases having been notified during 1913, 315 during 1914 and 2,566 in 1915. He regretted to state
that Brandon had not yet adopted a scavenging system. Dr Farrar was strongly of the opinion that
this was urgently required; with this exception he found the conditions in connection with the troops

satisfactory.

Page 2, WOUNDED

May 13th Information has been received at Brandon that Private Edgar Randall, of the Suffolk Regiment, son of
Mrs Randall, of London Road, has been wounded.

Page 2, LAST DERBY GROUPS

May 13th CALL TO BE PUBLISHED ON SATURDAY
A proclamation to be issued on May 13™ calling for service with the Colours as from June 18t the
remaining groups under the Derby Scheme. These are group 24, covering married men of 18, and
groups 42 to 46, which include the married men of 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40.

Page 2, MRS SPRAGGE

May 27th Mrs Spragge, wife of Leuit.-Colonel B.E. Spragge D.S.O., North Court, Brandon, has been elected
local representative on the West Suffolk Naval and Military War Pensions Committee. Mrs Spragge
hasdonegoodwor k as the | ocal representative of the

Page 2, WEED CUTTING

May 27th

A meeting of the committee appointed to consider the question of clearing the river of weeds was held
on Wednesday in last week, Colonel Hamilton presiding. It was decided to request the
Commissioners to cut the weeds from Wilton Bridge to the Sheep Wash, and Messrs. Fison from that
point to Downham Bridge. Mr Charles Peacock is acting as secretary to the committee and
subscriptions are invited towards the cost of this very necessary work.

Page 2, SHOOTING MATCH

June 3¢ Teams representing the Thetford and Brandon V.T. Corps met in a return shooting match on the
Brandon range on Saturday afternoon. The previous contest was won by Brandon by about 26 points
and on the present occasion success was again theirs, the majority being nine points. Judging by
these results it would appear that these sides are well matched, with the issue in doubt until the final
calculation. Brandon have set up a capital range near the railway station and the Thetford men
thoroughly enjoyed their visit and appreciated the sportsmanlike manner in which they were
entertained. The conditions were ten shots on S.M.R.C. targets (half-inch bull) at 25 yards, open
sights and no slings.
Scores:
THETFORD
W. Jones i 92, H.D. Hewitt i 91, K.A. Croushey i 88, W.A. Ellisi 85, H Neave i 78, W.J.C. Dodds i
78, E Pape i 76, HW. Saunders 1 75, W Lockwood i 74, H Jacobs i 68, total i 805.
BRANDON
T.A. Greeni 91, F Shears i 90, G Bullock i 88, F.W. Risdsale i 86, W.J. Murrell i 85, J.C. Cooper i
82, H.L. Sturgeon i 78, J.W Petty i 75, A Dyeri 70, W Mutum i 69, total i 814.

?ar?:;a THE LOCAL TRIBUNALS

u

BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT

Twenty-one applications for exemptions were heard by the Brandon Tribunal at Thetford on
Wednesday. Mr W Durrant presided, and there were also present Messrs H Plummer, G.W. Jones, J
Pikcering, J Balaam, H.W. Winter, J Carter and W.R. Johnstone, with the Clerk (Mr J Houchen), and
Earl Cadogan and Captain Willoughby (Military representative).

A Brandon farmer and coal merchant applied for his cowman and yardman, who milked ten cows and
after heifers. There were only two men on a farm of 293 acres and the applicant had a coal business
as well.

Captain Willoughby contended that women should be brought in to do the milking.

Applicant said he had a woman a fortnight ago, but she only stayed about five minutes.

Conditional exemption was granted and the military representative stated that he should appeal
against the decision.

(continued)
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Application was made for a horse keeper and farm foreman at Weeting. The latter had entire
management of a farm of 300 acres. The horseman worked the self-binder and cutter for the hay.
The military authorities agreed to conditional exemption, but pointed out that the employer did not
appear to employ women in his diary.

A member said he had had women, but they were a failure. Applicant had hard work to make things
go on his farm. The applicant appeared and said he allowed a younger man to go and was left with
these two men. Altogether he had lost seven men. He had telegraphed and advertised all round, but
had had no replies. He supplied three parts of Brandon with milk . He had a woman
upo at the end of three weeks. Women i n Brand
Conditional exemption granted.

The proprietor of a Brandon laundry was exempted on condition that he did not employ any eligible
man.

In connection with the application by a Fakenham farmer for exemption for his ploughman and
assistant shepherd and for his labourer, the Military representative said he understood this farmer
was rather on the brink of an abyss, having a considerable number of men of military age in his
employ.

Applicant said nine out of ten of his men were of military age.
The first claim was refused and the other adjourned.

A shoeing smith of Hopton appealed for his son, aged 19. He stated that without this lad he could not
carry on the business and would have to close the shop.

A member said even now farmers had great difficulty in getting their horses shod and there were
great complaints about it. There was no other
The Tribunal granted conditional exemption.

Application was made for a grocerdés porter (34
grocer and draper, and stated that this man delivered goods in the neighbouring parishes. He also
acted as groom to three horses and was absolutely essential to the successful conduct of the
business.

Exemption for three week granted.

A farmer of Thelnetham applied for his horseman, aged 31, who was the only horse keeper he had
left to work ten horses on 220 acres of land, only 30 of which was pasture. The applicant said he had
lost ten men since September.

This manés father was a yardsman, stockman, we
milk, his wife fed the calves, and his little boy fed the pigs. They kept on until they went to bed and
then started again when they got up.

Conditional exemption granted.

Similar exemption was granted a Brandon printer, stationer, etc., who was in a one man business and
appealed on financial and domestic grounds.

Page 2,
June 10th

PETTY SESSIONS
MONDAY
Presenti Colonel E.P. Mackenzie (who presided), Dr A.J. Pickworth and Mr George Wood.

A BLAZE OF LIGHT

Randal l Franklyn Cooper, grocerds manager, Br a
obscure the lighting of the Co-Operative Stores premises at Brandon, on 13" May.

Inspector Mobbs said while on duty in High Street at 9.30pm he saw a blaze of light coming from the
Co-Operative Stores. I't showed across t hheoughthe d
window where the light was coming from he saw, the defendant behind the counter. Witness shouted
to him to put his light out and it was at once extinguished. Defendant had a similar light the previous
Saturday and was cautioned about it.

Special-Constable Foxwell-Brown corroborated.

Defendant said on this particular Saturday he went into the shop after business hours to see if
everything was right before settling up. They had spent a great deal of money on fitting blinds at the
shop and he had done his best to comply with the Order.

Fined 10s.

(continued)
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Charles Stokes, soldier, Brandon, Jack Ourson Field, Gordon E Rissen and Harry Norton, labourers,
Brandon, were charged with pl ayi nlidighfsteatatiB@amdon onv i
May 14t. Stokes did not appear and the other defendants pleaded guilty.

Inspector Mobbs said he was in Gas House Lane when he saw a number of lads on the High Street in
the distance. Suspecting they were gambling he got into a field and crawled by the side of the fence
to within six yards of them. He watched them through the fence for five minutes. They were all
playing cards and money passed between them. Rushing from his hiding place he caught Rissen,
who admitted they hadbe en pl ayi ng ibankero. The others
and they admitted they were card playing for money. They were using filthy language. He had
previously cautioned Norton and Rissen for gambling on the highway. Witness picked up 49 cards
(Produced) and a penny in money.

The Chairman said as this was the first time the defendants had been before the Bench they would
each be fined 9s, with costs.

Page 2, THE NAVAL BATTLE

June 10th In memory of those who were lost in the Naval Battle, the organist of the Parish Church (Mr A.E.
Chapman) played the fiDead Marcho in the mornin

Page 2, AFORGET ME NOTO DAY

June 10th A AForget Me Noto Flag Day was hel d assissibhtheSastng r
of the £5,000 needed for the Home of Rest for Disabled Soldiers at Lowestoft. Mrs Benson-Haskins
organised the event and was assisted by eleven of her pupils. The young ladies were daintily attired
in white and blue and carried prettily decorated boxes. The amount collected was £7 6s 1%2d. Mrs
Haskins desires it to be known that any wounded Brandon soldiers or sailors desiring to take
advantage of the Holiday Home should communicate with her.

Page 2, POUND DAY

June 10th Inconnecton with the series of | ocal efforts on beltf
on Monday, where the townspeople were invited to bring gifts for sale. Owing to the bad weather, the
collection and sale took place in the Church Institute instead of the Market Place. There was an
excellent response to the appeal, and the goods, consisting of groceries, garden produce, flowers,
sweets and a host of other things, sold readily.

Page 2, CIRCUIT CONVENTION

June 10th

The annual Wesleyan Circuit Convention took place at Brandon on Wednesday. In the afternoon a
sermon was preached in the Wesleyan Chapel by the Rev F. Cox, of Wesley Chapel, City Road.
Subsequently about 60 people sat down to tea in the Schoolroom and in the evening there was a
public meeting in the chapel, Mr C.Y. Hewitt presiding. Referring to the great loss the country had
sustained by the death of the Secretary of the State for War, he said they all honoured Lord Kitchener
for his great achievements and the great work he had done for the nation. Nor was there any moan
more respected by the other nations of the world. Above all, they thanked God that Lord Kitchener
was a Christian. His influence in the Army was all on the side of Christianity and they prayed that in
some measure his mantle might fall upon his successor. There were many lessons coming to them
through the war and one of the great lessons was the value of the unit. It had been one man who had
faced the difficulties, the one man who had risen to the occasion.

The Rev F Cox said he joined with the Chairman in paying tribute to the great soldier and Statesman,
who had been so suddenly taken from their midst. He was very thankful that all through this great
crisis they had such splendid me at the heads of affairs. Perhaps some day it would be pointed out
that a striking feature of our national life just now was that most of the men who occupied high
positions were men of splendid character. They were glad that in Lord Kitchener they had for so
many years had a man not only of great intellectual ability, but of sterling moral qualities, and his
influence would be deep and abiding not only on the Army, but also on the public services in general.
One thing had been said about him which had impressed the speaker. Again and again the papers
had stated that he achieved what two years ago many would have regarded as impossible i the
raising, equipping and training of our present gigantic Army. By general consent, by six months
before the war it would have been declared that such an achievement was not possible. But not
considering it impossible, Lord Kitchener, correctly estimating the greatness of the task, went steadily
forward and the great achievement was accomplished. That was exactly the spirit they wanted to
cultivate in their church life as well as in national affairs, the spirit which, not daunted by difficulties,
would dare to do what weaker people would call the impossible. They were called to decide issues
far beyond what most of them thought of. He believed the next ten years would be ten of the most
critical years the Christian Church had known. Probably what the Church did during the next ten
years would settle her position in the life of this nation and Empire for the next 100 years. If the
Church was weak, vacillating, uncertain in her message, selfish in her spirit, timid in her enterprises
during the next few years, she would take a back seat altogether. On the other hand, if she was true
to her Lord, sacrificing in her spirit, true in the testimony of her message, bold in her enterprise,

(continued)
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(continued)

smashing her conventionalism and going out and attacking evil, she would grow in power and in
coming years would rejoice in such a victory as they had not known for many centuries past.

The rev J Price having thanked the Chairman and speaker for their services, the meeting terminated
with the National Anthem.

Page 4, NATIONAL EGG COLLECTION

June 17th During the past six months there has been collected for the wounded a total of 110 eggs. Of these
Master Dick Owen collected 30, and 7s in cash for the purchase of eggs.

Page 4, AN ABSENTEE

June 17th Before Colonel Hamilton, on Thursday in last week, James Carr, 2/3th Gordon Highlanders, was
charged with being absent from his regiment without leave.
Inspector Mobbs stated that he apprehended the accused at 12 midnight on the 7t. The soldier was
under a hedge near the railway station. Witness asked him whether he had a pass, and accused
said, fAiNo, 0 addi ng t hago. Asdisdnsners wekeaimsatisfactory witness d a
took him into custody.
Accused was remanded to await an escort and was handed over later on the same day.

Page 4, FOR THE RED CROSS

June 17th No less a sum than £154 10s has been raised as the result of a series of efforts in Brandon on behalf
of the Red Cross Society. For a town of its size this is a splendid achievement and reflects great
credit not only upon the committee workers but also upon the townspeople generally, who,
notwithstanding the many calls upon their pockets, have shown they are still prepared to make
generous sacrifices for the sick and wounded. The efforts were spread over several weeks and were
carried out under the general supervision of a committee, consisting of Mrs Hamilton (Suffolk County
Vice-President), Mrs trotter (Commandant), Mrs Fred Wood (Quartermaster), Lady Aird, Mrs Spragge,
Mrs H Lingwood, Mrs O Lingwood, Mrs Morris, Mrs George Clarke and Mrs Tyzack. These ladies
formed sub-committees for detail work, and they were ably assisted by members of the V.A.D. and a
host of others. The last effort took the form of a flag day on Saturday, when about 21 ladies with
boxes made collections. Mrs Gore, of the G.E.R. Hotel, went round with a hand organ, accompanied
by her little girl in Italian dress and this novel idea was an immense success. The amounts raised in
various waves were as follows:
House to House collection (May 10%) £67 7s 5%d.
Entertainment (May 24%) £18 18s 11d.
Pound Day (June 5%) £23 7s 7%d.
Flag Day £24 14s 10d.
Whist Drive (April) £10 2s.
Parish Church fAfree willo fund A10.

Page 2, WOUNDED

June 24th Mr and Mrs Fred Wilby, of Cemetery Lodge, received on Tuesday morning an official notification that
their son, Private Percy Wilby, 15t Norfolk Regiment, was wounded on June 4, Last year he narrowly
escaped, as an enemy bullet struck him in the chest, passing through his pocket book, wallet, photos
and New Testament, which turned the bullet from his heart.

Page 2, BLUE CROSS CONCERT

June 24th

On behalf of the funds of the fiBlue Crosso, a
the Paget Hall on Wednesday. Although there have been several recent calls in Brandon on behalf of
charitable objects, the tickets sold well and there was a satisfactory attendance. When our soldiers
appear before the public on the role of entertainers the result is generally full value for money and the
concert under notice was no exception to the rule.

The audience was warmly responsive to the efforts of those taking part in the programme, which was
arranged as follows -

Orchestral selections, AKing Chanteliero, AHAAl oo
Of The Regi mento.

Songs, #fAO0i, Oi, Vot A GdanedorporalHolingsbuty. A°- Busi nes
Songs, fAThe Bachel or Shi p$ecoadlLituten@®bMr Gamaatke s Of M
Song, ATill The iBaptain Ci®istime Ho me 0

Tri o, A Th éerivResdacabyamd Shelton, and Sergeant Graves.

Songs, fAWho AregNNb@doWahd ifCagamnHartey. Lo v e 0

Songs, fAThe Wood Mai denoi deutdnarfi-Colohekd.DGtuhtde n Vani
Recital , fi Bamce Egrporal®éné.

Violin sol ofPrivatg jdacebs.t el | e 0

Song, AThe Pl ace WheddelLieidnantMoirisl Hor se Di e
The concert concluded with the Regimental March and the National Anthem.
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Page 5,
June 24th

THE LOCAL TRIBUNALS
BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT

Thirty four appeals were dealt with by the Brandon Rural District Tribunal, which met at Thetford on
Tuesday. Mr H Plummer presided, and there were present as military representatives Earl Cadogan
and Captain Willoughby.

A Fakenham farmer applied for his ploughman, who was also his assistant shepherd during lambing
season. The militaryopposed t he application on account of
was single. Applicant said he had promised to reinstate on their return all the men who had enlisted.
He had 15 horses and only three horsemen.

Conditional exemption was granted.

AHopton doctorés motor driver was also conditi

On a farm of 170 acres, said a Barningham farmer, he had only two full men and two others who
assisted. He had seven horses, 28 bullocks and four milking cows and appealed for his ploughman,
aged 23.

The tribunal granted exemption until 15 September, with leave to apply again.

The application of a Sapiston horseman (23) was supported by his father, who said his son was fully
employed on a farm of 40 acres and also attended to four horses.

The Military Representative pointed out that this man was under the certified age.

Temporary exemption was granted to the end of July. Final.

t

The military assented to conditional exemption

The employer said this man had been with him for 20 years.

In the case of a hurdle maker (28), of Great Fakenham, who appealed for exemption, it was stated
that he had only recently gone into the wood work business.
Application refused.

The Tribunal also declined to exempt a Hepworth horseman, aged 21, Earl Cadogan stating that the
mands age was very much against him.
The same reason accounted for the failure of another Hepworth horseman, who was 20 years of age.

Appealing for his son (20), a Barningham farmer said he managed a farm of 135 acres and was also
a stockman.

The military objected on account of the mands
Applicant said he took this farm last Michaelmas, but had been negotiating for it for some time before
the war.

Earl Cadogani A But yonuwtwebroeund to sign the | ease. 0
Application refused.

A yardsman, who also acted as parish clerk and sexton at Fakenham, was appealed for by his
employer. It was pointed out that there appeared to be plenty of labour on this farm.
Amemberi il f wewhef usegoing to dig the graves?o
Another member said there was only about one funeral every three years.

Application refused.

A farmer, of Sapiston, who has eight regular men, four casual workers and one boy on 480 acres
arable, appealed fo rhis third horseman. He had 18 working horses.
The man was exempted until September 131",

The military assented to the conditional exemption of a farmer and coal merchant of Barningham, who

had al so held the |Iicence of the fAGrafton Ar ms

A sawyer employed on the Euston estate was appealed for by the agent, who said this man was
indispensable if the farm buildings and gates were to be kept in repair. There were only two sawyers
in the saw mill, and this man was the head.

Conditionally exempted.

Similare x empt i on was given the works manager for
and a grain porter and carman, all of Brandon.

(continued)
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(continued)

In applying for a farm baliliff (26) at Brandon, the employer said this man had charge of the whole of
the farm work.
The military thought this young man should be released and the application was refused.

A journeyman baker, who would be over military age in September next, was conditionally exempted.
A hairdresser, town crier, billposter, etc. of Brandon was also conditionally exempted.

The Brandon Co-Operative Society through their manager appealed through their head baker (24).
The application was refused.

Application was made for the manager of .a coal
The military objected as there were two ineligible lads employed in the business.

The central manager said if this man went the branch would have to be closed.

Application refused.

A Brandon contractor and jobmaster appealed for a mail van driver, who lived at Swaffham. Applicant
said the greater part of the work had to be done in the dead of the night. It was next to impossible to
get a suitable, capable and trustworthy man for the job.

Captain Willoughby said he understood there was a difficulty in getting men for this work and he did
not press his objection.
Conditionally exempted.

A Brandon mail contractor and driver appealed on his own behalf and said if he was compelled to join
he would be obliged to sell out. He said he was losing money at present, but had to look to the future.
The military objected to the appeal.

Applicant stated that he was working 20 hours
A member i He must have had a good sleep last night. He looks fresh enough on it. (Laughter).
Two months exemption was granted.

A whiting manufacturer, of Brandon, who was also assistant overseer, and held many other
responsible offices, was conditionally exempted.

Page 2, PARISH SUNDAY SCHOOL

July 1st The annual summer treat in connection with this Sunday School took place on Wednesday afternoon.
Foll owing a brief service at the Parish Church
railway station, where sports and other recreations were provided. Tea was served in the maltings.

Page 2, V.T.C. ATTESTATIONS

July 1st

For the purpose of attesting present enrolled members of the Brandon Volunteer Training Corps, and
others wishing to join, a public meeting was held at the Paget Hall, Brandon, on Monday, Lieut-Col.
Boyd C.P. Hamilton presided. An address was given by Sir George Agnew, Bart.,, Commandant 2nd
Battalion V.T.C., Suffolk Regiment, who explained that he had invited the Regimental Commandant to
attend this meeting, but Earl Cadogan requested him to apologise for his inability to be present owing
to Tribunal work. Proceeding, Sir George explained that in the event of a raid being imminent or
actually taking place members of the V.T.C. after being attested, would be called out by the military
authority. In that case they would become soldiers in the full sense of this term, and no excuse would
be accepted. They would have to go and do exactly as they were told and if they did not do it they
would be treated as deserters, and would be punished in the usual military form. They would be
called in defence of their own country and their own county. Whatever happened he did not think the
men he was addressing would be employed outside their own county. At any rate, it would only be in

the case of some extreme emergenc y . I f they were called out i
and rations, and their families would receive separation allowances. Compensation would also be
paid in case of the mands death or i nj utenpdoutby h

the military, but by arrangement were asked to do a certain thing, then they did not become actual
soldiers in the true sense of the term. They would not get any pay in that case. They would only be
asked to do something which they could do in their leisure time. They would, however, receive a
separation allowance and compensation in the case of death or accident. That was what the
Volunteer movement had been aiming at from the beginning. In conclusion, Sir George Agnew
pointed out that members of the V.T.C. who had uniforms need no longer wear the brassard, but
those who went out in ordinary clothes must still wear the brassard as a distinguishing mark.

(continued)
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(continued)

Sergeant-Major Shears asked whether compensation would be paid in the case of a man shot while
engaged at or in connection with the range, although in that case they would not have been called on.
Sir George Agnew recognised the importance of this question and while not prepared to answer it
without inquiry, promised to obtain the information.

The attestations were then proceeded with.

Page 3, PETTY SESSIONS

July 8th MONDAY. Presenti Col. E.P. MacKenzie (Chairman), Col. B.C.P. Hamilton, Dr A.J. Pickworth and
Mr G Wood.
Te Rev A.J. Williams, rector of Downham and Mr J Broatch, of Santon Downham, were sworn in as
special constables.
Arthur C Turner, camp labourer, was summoned for riding a bicycle without front and rear lamps at
Brandon on 315t May.
Special Constable F Foxwell-Brown said he was on the London Road at 10.55pm, when he saw a
cyclist with no lights on his machine. When stopped he gave the name of William Robinson, of Lode
Street, Lakenheath. On making inquiries Inspector Mobbs found there was no person of that name at
Lakenheath. Later witness saw the defendant, who admitted he had given a wrong name and also
that the statement he made about his lamps being stolen was false.
Inspector Mobbs said he saw the defendant at the camp, where the last witness identified him.
Defendant was fined 22s 6d.

Page 2, SOLDIERS WOUNDED

July 15th Information has been received of the following men having been wounded
Private F Talbot, 4" Norfolk Regiment, married of Mile End.
Private Edgar Randall (second time wounded), 7t Norfolk Regiment, son of Mrs Randall, London
Road.
Private Harold Crocker, of Frond Farm, and a grandson of the Rev W.F. Crocker, late Rector of
Brandon. He was in the Border Regiment.

Page 2, SCHOOL TREAT

July 15th The scholars attending the Town Street Primitive Methodist Sunday School had their summer treat on
Monday. They assembled with their teachers at
a meadow kindly | ent by Mr Blades for games,bys
a tea for parents and friends. The evening was devoted to sports, and prizes were given to the
winners.

Page 2, KILLED IN ACTION

July 15th At the end of last week letters were received giving information of casualties among Brandon men on
active service. Two reported killed are Lance Corporal William George Lingwood, 8™ Norfolk
Regiment, of Thetford Road. He leaves a widow and one child. He had been away from home
eleven months. Private Frank Mutum, 7% Norfolk Regiment, son of Mr and Mrs William Mutum, of
George Street. He was 19 years of age, and was, previous to being transferred, in the Territorials.

Page 2, SUNDAY SCHOOL TREAT

July 15th The children attending the George Street Primitive Methodist Sunday School had their annual treat in
MrWoodds meadow near the Railway Station on We(
but fortunately rain did not interfere greatly with the festivities. The scholars assembled on the Market
Place in charge of the Superintendent (Mr H Snare) and the secretary (Mr A Warren), and went in
procession to the field, where the usual amusements were provided. Tea for both children and adults
was served in the maltings.

Page 2, THE ROLL OF HONOUR

July 15th

The great offensive of the Allies has unhappily occasioned the loss of several soldiers belonging to
Brandon. Mrs Burton, of Thetford road, has received information that her youngest son, Second-
Lieutenant C.H. burton, of the Sherwood Foresters, is missing.

Sergeant Albert Carter, third son of Mrs William Carter, of Broomhill, is reported killed. He belonged
to the Lincolns, and prior to the war had served in India, Aiden and in Gibralter. He came home from
India in October, 1914, and then proceeded to France. This is the second son Mrs Carter has lost in
the war.

It has been reported indirectly that lance Corporal William George Lingwood, of 67 Thetford Road,
was killed on July 1st. He formerly belonged to the regular Army and was in India with the Norfolks.
In September, 1914, he rejoined and went to France with the 8" Norfolks about eleven months ago.
On the day before his death Mrs Lingwood received a letter from him, in which he asked her not to
send | etters or parcels until she heard again

(continued)
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a few days6 time if you watch the papers. I h
| shall write to you, for you never can tell what may happen. But let us hope we shall all get through
safely é Remdmbead ImMinquiring friends. I dondt
move goes off all right. At |l east we all hope

A letter from a friend of their sixth son conveyed the sad news to Mr and Mrs A Mutum that Private
F.A. Mutum, aged 19, of the 8" Norfolk Regiment, was killed in action on July 1st. Al was
when he was killed, but he died Iike a soldier
4t hattalion Norfolk Regiment (Territorials), and on being discharged from that unit enlisted in what
was known as Kitchenerds Ar my.

Page 2, PARISH COUNCIL

July 15th A quarterly meeting of the Parish Council was held at the High Street Council Schools on Monday,
when there were present Mr W Brown (who presided), Messrs F.W. Gentle, H Lingwood, W.J. Murrell
and W Clarke, with the Clerk (Mr F.J. Mount).
With reference to the question of tarring the churchyard footpath, Mr Gentle thought it was detrimental
to the trees to tar the path.
The Clerk said last year the path was tarred by the church wardens.
Mr Lingwood 7 A What wi | | it cost?0
The Chairmani i About A2. 0
On the proposition of Mr Clark, seconded by the Chairman, it was decided to tar the path.
A cordial vote of thanks was passed to Mr George Wood for giving plants and manure for the use at
the burial ground.
The Clerk produced the following letter he had received from Inspector Mobbs with reference to
persons cycling through Victoria Avenue and Coulson Lane.
Ailn reply t o ytinstr (Adrilg tespecting perfison tykliag tHtodigh Victoria avenue and
Coulson Lane, | beg to inform you that workmen are not in the habit of cycling through when going to
and from their work, as stated, by your letter. During the past six weeks it has been almost
impossible for persons to walk through Coulson Lane on account of its bad state, and to cycle
through, one would have to get off three times. Observation has been kept on Victoria Avenue lately,
and no workmen have been seen cycling there. | have frequently cautioned soldiers for riding
through the Avenue, and they all told me they did not know but what they could do. There are no
notice boards warning per s on aprosécutiprhtakes pléce roticess e e
warning persons should be put up. o
MrClarkiiHas it been stopped now?0o
Mr Gentle said he had not seen any cyclist there since a move was made in the matter.
No further action was taken.
The Clerk pointed out that persons had carved their names out on the bark of the Avenue trees, and
he thought a warning notice board should be put up at each end.
This was agreed to.
Mr Gentle asked what arrangements had been made in the event of any firemen being called up for
service.
Mr Clark said he saw Mr Risdsale, who stated he would instruct some other members in the
engineering work.

Page 2, SUNDAY SCHOOL TREAT

July 22nd Favoured by fine weather, the children attending the Baptist Sunday School had a very enjoyable
half-day on Wednesday on the occasion of their annual treat. Assembling at the chapel they marched
to Mr G Woodds meadow near the railway station
about 190 teachers and scholars sat down to tea in the Maltings. The Rev R.P. Williams, former
pastor, gave a contribution towards the purchase of sweets which, together with nuts, were distributed
among the children. On returning to the chapel at the close of day buns were also handed out to the
youngsters.

Page 2, KILLED IN ACTION

July 22nd

In the list of casualties which we gave in our last issue, Lance Corporal Frederick Talbot (Norfolks)
was reported killed. Mrs Talbot, Mile End, has now received a letter from Sergeant Smith, who says 1

il have t ohatyoufhwsband wase killedtin the great push. He was a brave man and a true
Briton. He was one of the first to volunteer, and now has given his life for his country. The platoon
has | ost a valuable man, who wil| be missed. 0

Up to the time he enlisted he was employed on the Weeting Estate, and Mr S.J. Adcock, his
employer, has written a letter of sympathy to Mrs Talbot, giving her husband and excellent character
as a workman. He leaves two young children.
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Page 2,
July 22nd

OUGHT TO BE IN THE ARMY

Before Colonel Hamilton, at the Police Station, on Friday, Reuben Cray (26), of no fixed abode, was
charged with sleeping on a haystack in Mr AW. Rought-Rought 6s meadow durin
Inspector mobs deposed to finding the prisoner asleep on the stack. He searched him, but found
nothing in his possession. As prisoner could give no satisfactory account of himself, witness locked
him up. Prisoner had been loafing about the town for two days, and witness told him he ought to be

in the Army the next day. In sentencing prisoner to ten days hard labour, Colonel Hamilton said he
ought to be fighting for his country.

Inspector Mobbs said he would communicate with the recruiting officer so that the prisoner should be
sent for on his release from prison.

Page 2,
July 291

BOWLS

On the Mundford Green on Monday, a bowls match was played between Mr M Froud of Brandon, and
Mr S Jones of Lowestoft, who is recognised as a first class player. Out of six ends up Mr Froud was
the winner of four.

Page 2,
July 291

CAMP MEETING

The Primitive Methodists of Town Street held their annual camp meeting on Sunday. In the morning
a service was held at Mile End, when the Rev C Shreeve gave an address. Open-air meetings were
held afternoons and evenings, when the Rev C Shreeve presided. Addresses were given by the
Chairman, Messrs R Rumble (Northwold), F Drew (Lakenheath) and R.J. Easling (Northwold).

Page 2,
July 29"

POLICE AND MILITARY SERVICE

At a meeting of the West Suffolk Standing Joint Committee on Monday, the question of the release of
twelve married or single constables for military service was considered. The Chairman (Mr A.M.
Wilson) pointed out that the deficiency was already 18, and both the Chief Constable and himself
expressed the view that more could not be spared. In the course of discussion, Colonel Hamilton
(Brandon) said that if any counties should keep up a strong police force it should be the Eastern
Counties.

Colonel Spragge (Brandon) said as an old service man he should certainly vote against any more
men being released.

In the result, on the motion of Colonel Hamilton, it was agreed that the Council should report that they
could not see their way to further deplete the police force at present.

Page 8,
July 291

NORFOLK HEROES OF THE FIGHTING
Sergeant Albert Carter, Lincolnshire Regiment, third son of Mrs William Catrter,
Broombhill, Weeting, killed in action, July 1st.

AUGUST

August 12th

Page 2, KILLED IN ACTION

August 5th Sympathy is felt for Mrs Field, of Thetford Road, who has received an official notification that her son,
Corporal Arthur Jack Field, of the Devon Regiment, was killed in action on July 1st. He was the eldest
son of the late Mr Robert Field, and was 24 years of age.

Page 2, WOUNDED

August 5th Official and private letters, written by two Brandon men, give particulars of two more being wounded.
In the case of one, Lance Corporal Stanley Lingwood, Essex Regiment, there was much uncertainty,
but it is now found he is home in England with a wounded hand. He is the youngest son o f MR and
Mrs P.A. Lingwood, Avenue House.
The other is Private Robert J Arbour, Norfolk Regiment, nephew of Mr and Mrs Charles Syer, Town
Street. He says he is wounded in one hand, and has lost part of one thumb.

Page 2, WOUNDED

Mrs Glaister, Town Street, has received official notification of her husband, Private Percy Glaister,
Norfolk Regiment, having been wounded. He is in hospital at Birmingham.

Page 2,
August 12th

CHURCH PARADE

Fity-one of 6F® Co mp a*hBattaljoV, bldrfolkiRegneent,awjth Sir John Aird and
Commandant A.W. Rought-Rought, marched to church for Sunday morning service. After the service
the company was inspected by Leuitenant-Colonel B.E. Spragge, D.S.O., who complimented the men
on their appearance.
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Page 2,
August 12th

WAR ANNIVERSARY

To celebrate the second anniversary of the war
evening. The Rector, Rev J.L. Wyatt, officiated. Special services were held on Sunday, when there
was a choral celebration of the Holy Communion at 8a.m., and there were 45 communicants, and at a
second celebration at noon there were nearly 70 communicants. The church was filled at the eleven
o06clock service, when t he Re cservicge wasadd intthe afterpaore a ¢
The Rector officiated and gave the address. The sermon was preached at the evening service by the
Rev R.H. Noble, the curate. The national anthem was sung at the services, and Mr F.A. Chapman,
the organist played appropriate music. At all the services the offertories were on behalf of the Lord
Kitchener memorial for the disabled soldiers and the total for the day was £12 16s 11d.

Page 2,
August 12th

A BRANDON LADG6S VI EW OF THE PUSH

A long and interesting letter, descriptive of recent fighting, has been written by Lance Corporal

Stanley Lingwood, youngest son of Mr and Mrs P.A. Lingwood, Avenue House, Brandon. The writer
says i

Al am making a fresh start tonight, now trhha timet
being, as far as we are concerned. Recent paper reports have no doubt caused all parents and
relations of soldiers who are out here to be anxious to know whether their boys were engaged in the
fray, and whether they have come safely through.

A study of the casualty lists has no doubt proved to you that our regiment was in it, and | am glad that
all our Brandon boys are still safe and sound, though, as you may well imagine, it has been an
experience which will never fade from the memory of any of us. Of course | cannot give you the exact
position where we attacked as | am not allowed to quote names of villages, etc., but we were near the
right of the British front, and if you, had been within hearing distance you would have needed nothing
further to convince you of the necessity for munition workers putting in as much time as possible.

As | have said before, the contrast between rapidity of consumption and the speed at which the
individual munition worker can turn them out is indeed tremendous, and the supply must be
marvellously organised to avoid a shortage.

On the night of the previous attack | went out with three men to clear the posts and loose wire from a
gap we had cut in our barbed wire a night or so before. Just as we were returning Fritz started to
shell heavily the district through which we wanted to pass. We sought shelter for a few minutes and
then found that the trench we wanted to go up was blocked was casualties, so we decided to go over
the top. We were nearing the place we desired to get to, when shelling again commenced. We
naturally jumped down the nearest trench, which at the spot | entered it contained quite two feet of
muddy water, into which | fell, so | will leave you to guess what sort of condition | was in for the rest of
the night, as we were sitting about outside all the time. However, the sun was quite warm next
morning, and soon dried my clothes. We had an early breakfast and then moved off to our respective
positions. At about 7.25 am word was passed down that in six minutes more the first wave would go
over. We glanced at our watches and presently felt the ground tremble, which we knew was caused
by the explosion of our mine. The first wave having gone over, we moved up to a nearer position, in
which we were told to remain and wait orders. Shells were bursting all around us and received a
liberal sprinkling of lumps of earth, etc., but luckily none of the shells burst actually in the trench at the
spot where we were. The following message soon came along i fEverything moving splendidly.

Only six casualties in the first wave. Ger man
cheered us up, as did other messages which came along at intervals. Although we expected every
minute to receive the orderi iOver the topod, that order never

quiet, so, as we were not privileged to take part in the actual dash, we cannot claim any individual
honour.

We would have been just as ready to have gone over with the first line, but, of course, some one had
to occupy the position we were in, so we had to obey orders and remain there. By this time the
stretcher bearers were busy, and presently we saw numbers of Germans approaching our parapet
without rifles, etc., and inthewellk nown 6 Mer ci e Camaraded attitud
absolutely terror stricken condition and the expression on their faces. When we did eventually go
over, the scenes which confronted us were past description. To see dead and wounded of both
friends and foe lying about in all directions and in all sorts of attitudes and conditions, is truly one of
those scenes which must be seen to be believed. It was the first time most of us had seen a modern
battlefield just after an attack, and we are not likely to forget it in a hurry. The same night, when on
fatigue, we had to walk over dead bodies of Germans in order to get along the trench. | do not know
exactly how far the Germans were driven back, but | should think it was a good two miles on our
section of the Front. On the following Monday we were busily engaged on burying fatigue. It was

(continued)
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(continued)

anything but a nice job, and as we were burying Germans | can assure you we did not give them
many military honours. Our regiment distinguished itself by pressing a bit further forward, capturing a
small wood and some German guns, which will be sent home to England as permanent memento to
the credit of the regiment. The vast superiority of our bombardment was very evident when we got
over the other side. The ground in front of and between our lines was well sprinkled with shell holes.
The ground on theirs was absolutely churned up, including exceptional holes twenty feet in diameter
by ten to fifteen feet deep, caused by our deadly aerial torpedoes. German helmets and other
souvenirs were easily obtainable, but we cannot bother shout much in this direction as we are not
allowed to send them home, and they are too awkward to carry about. Thank goodness, our first
attack is successfully over and we live in hopes the war soon will be, if success continues at its
present rate. o

Page 3,
August 12th

FOR LORD KITCHENER®S FUND

The collections made at each of the four services at the Parish Church on Sunday was devoted to
Lord Kit c h eia BEunddfar WliederbSoldiers, and the sum of £12 16s 11d was raised.
Each service was taken by the Rector, the Rev J.L. Wyatt, who at evensong delivered a touching
sermon.
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August 19th

WOUNDED
Private Bert Mutum, Royal West Surrey Regiment, has written to his parents, Mr and Mrs William
Mutum, George Street, informing them he is in a Birmingham hospital suffering from a face wound.

Mr and Mrs P.A. Lingwood, Avenue House, have received reassuring news of their son, Corporal
Stanley Lingwood, who is wounded.

Page 2,
August 19th

KILLED IN ACTION

Official news of another Brandon man who has given his life for his country has been received by Mr
and Mrs Willis Grass, Thetford Road, who are informed their son Private Herbert Grass was Killed in
action on July 10". Hewas inthe8"Nor f ol k Regi ment, and had see
he spent in India. He was 31 years of age and unmarried. His brother, Private Walter Grass, being
uncertain of the dec eahomedddhs witeenguiriegafdr mfarmation, andrthis
letter, with the official letter, arrived by the same.

Page 2,
August 19th

AN ARREST

Rowland Harry Bee, a gunner of the Motor Machine Gun Section, was arrested at Elveden on
Monday by Inspector Mobbs on a charge of stealing £85, the property of the Urban District of
Hinckley, Leicestershire. He was subsequently handed over to the Leicestershire Police.
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August 19th

MORE EAST ANGLIAN HEROES
Lance Corporal Frederick Talbot, Norfolks (of Brandon), killed in action, July 1st.

Page 2, WOUNDED

August 26th | private Herbert Tilney, Norfolk Regiment, is reported wounded, but the extent of his wounds is not
stated. He is the only son of Mr and Mrs H Tilney, London Road.

Page 2, DIED OF WOUNDS

August 26th | A few days after having been seriously wounded in action, Private Alfred Edward Matthews, Norfolk
Regiment, died of his wounds in France. He was the second son of Mr and Mrs Matthews, Wellington
Terrace, Thetford Road, and was 18 years of age. He was wounded on August 11,

Page 2, WOUNDED

August 26th | Ope of the men recommended for the Distinguished Service Medal, Robert William Docking, Thetford
Road is wounded.

Page 4, THE LOCAL TRIBUNALS

August26th - | BRANDON RURAL DISTRICT.

This Tribunal sat at the Thetford Town hall on Friday, Mr A.W. Rought-Rought presided.

PIT PROP CUTTERS

A representative of Messrs Longley and Sons made application in respect of four men engaged on pit
prop cutting at Weeting. Three of the men resided at Brandon and one at Ickburgh, and they were all
experienced men.

The Chairmani ABut some of these men have only been ¢

The representativei " Some of them and some | onger. 0
TheClerki AiHave you tried tomegre2do badges for these
The representative i i N o . I donét think so. o0

The Tribunal decided to allow the men one month, with leave to appeal and produce badges.
(continued)

- 100-



(continued)

SOLD THE MOST VEGETABLES IN BRANDON

A market gardener of Brandon, who worked for himself, applied for conditional exemption. He stated
his was a 6one man businessdé6, as he did most o
nine of it was used for solely growing vegetables. If he had to leave it would mean he would lose the
whole of his capital.

The Military agreed to temporary exemption till October 1%, with leave to apply again.

Applicant said he stated this business 15 years ago and had worked it up himself.

A member said applicant sold more vegetables in Brandon than anyone else.

Conditional exemption was granted, provided he joined the V.T.C.

EXCEPTIONAL DOMESTIC HARDSHIP

On account of exceptional domestic hardship a Brandon farm labourer (29) applied for conditional
exemption, and the Tribunal granted him until October 15t. It was stated that the man was at present
engaged on harvest work.

A SPECIAL CONSTABLE AND VOLUNTEER

A builder, of Brandon, who was also part time surveyor to the Brandon Rural District Council,
appealed on account of his business. At present he held four contracts. He was chief engineer to the
Brandon Fire Brigade, and was doing duty as a special constable and volunteer.

Conditional exemption.

NEITHER FIT FOR GENERAL SERVICE

Two brothers carrying on business at Brandon as builders and contractors again came before the
Tribunal.

The Clerk explained that at a previous sitting these cases were adjoined in order that the applicants
might appear before the Medical Board. It was thought one of the men should go. Applicants
produced their classification cards, which showed that neither were fit for general service.

A member of the Tribunal stated that both men had been members of the V.T.C. since it started.
The Tribunal gave conditional exemption in each case.

WONOT HAVE ANYONE APPEAL FOR HI M

Mr Bankes Ashton appeared for a Hepworth farmer in respect of his horseman (24). He had 180
acres of land, and this man was the first horseman. He had three other men besides this one. He
had 18 horses, a stallion, 21 cows, and 100 sheep.

Earl Cadogan opposed the application and considered this young man should go, and another of his
men, aged 39, be allowed to remain.

The Chairman i You are granted to the 2" October for this man and you must appeal for the older
one.

Mr Bankes Ashtoni iHe wondét ppeabhnfyoneh
The Chairmani A Then he must go into t

am. 0
he Army. o

A SMALL HOLDER®S APPEAL

A small holder of Thelnetham in making his appeal said he was single-handed and did the whole of
the work himself. He had about two acres of arable land planted with barley and beet.

Eal Cadogani AiDo your wife do anything?bo

ApplicantiAiShe do a | ittle sewing. 0
TheClerki AiDo she do any dress making?o
Applicant A Wel I she have made some dresses. 0

Temporary exemption to August 315,

ALL OF MILITARY AGE

fife whole of my six men are of military ageo,
three of his employers. His farm consisted of 150 acres.

Conditional exemption was given the foreman horseman, and a horseman and ploughman were
allowed until October 2nd,

ONLY FOUR LEFT OUT OF 12

An appeal by an Honington woodman was supported by his employer. The latter said the applicant
was engaged in cutting wood for hurdle making. He usually employed 12 men, now he had only four,
for his hurdle making business and the farm.

Temporary exemption to October 2.

The employer said he did not know that he could keep going with so little labour.

The Chairmani iYou can appeal again. oo
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August 26th

LOCAL MEN KILLED
Lance Corporal A.J. Field, 9 Devons, of Brandon, who was killed in action on July
1st.

SEPTEMBER

Page 2,
September
2nd

NEW LABOUR BATTALION

SCHEME OF MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS

That the organisation of the production of munitions of war has not yet reached its climax is shown by
the fact that a new scheme is being launched to obtain some thousands of men for a new labour
squad, which is required to expedite the completion of munition factories in different parts of the
country.

There is a considerable deficiency of men of the navvy and labourer classes who are wanted for
building work, and generally for war purposes. The Minister of Munitions recently took steps to stop
building operations involving an outlay of over £500, but it is believed that there are still, throughout
the country, many men of the required type who are engaged on work of a non-essential character.
Our advertisement columns show that these men are now invited to enrol themselves for national
work. They will be required to sign on for a period of six months or the duration of the war, and they
must agree to work wherever they are directed by the Minister of Munitions. They will receive the
current rate of wages to which their work entitles them, and fares will be paid to and from the place of
employment. Free ac